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PREPACE. 


It  is  not  my  purpose  to  preface  this  little  work  witli 
anything-  like  an  historical  essa}'-  on  the  Ballot.  To  do 
so  would  take  up  much  more  time  than  I  could  spare 
from  other  avocations ;  and  would,  besides,  only  en- 
cumber a  work  which  is  intended  for  practical  use,  and 
not  for  the  shelves  of  tbe  library. 

In  conjunction  with  Mr.  C.  W.  Lovesy  (now  Mr. 
Justice  Lovesy,  of  Trinidad),  I  edited  the  Representa- 
tion of  the  People  Act,  1867.  The  subject  of  the 
Ballot  Act,  1872,  being  cog-nate  to  the  Representation 
of  the  People  Act,  and  having-  treated  of  the  subject 
of  Parliamentary  Registration  and  Elections  in  other 
works,  I  have  imdertaken  the  present  work.  I  do  not 
claim  for  it  anything-  more  than  its  being-  a  carefully 
annotated  edition  of  a  statute  which,  like  the  Act  of 
1867,  may  as  yet  be  called  "  a  leap  in  the  dark." 

In  the  introduction  to  the  Representation  of  the 
People  Act,  the  then  statistics  with  regard  to  the 
electoral  franchises  were  given,  and  it  was  observed 
that  it  would  be  interesting  at  a  future  time  to  com- 
pare them  with  the  ascertained  alterations  in  the 
constituencies  to  be  effected  by  that  Act.  The 
following-  are  the'  comparative  results :  —  In  the 
counties,  in  1867,  there  were  116,527  occupiers  pos- 
sessing the  £50  occupation  franchise,  and  423,744 
possessing-  other  cpialifications.  In  the  year  1871 
these  numbers  had  increased  to  242,003  occupiers 
b2      . 


IV  PREFACE. 

possessing'  the  £12  occupation  franchise  given  by  the 
Act  of  1867;  and  558,311  possessing-  other  qualifi- 
cations ; — the  gross  constituencies  of  the  counties  in 
1871  being  800,314,  against  540,271,  or  an  increase 
in  the  county  electors  of  260,043.  In  the  boroughs,  in 
1867,  there  were  489,071  electors  on  the  register;  and 
in  the  year  1871  these  numbers  had  increased  to 
1,294,467.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  "the  leap  in 
the  dark,"  which  was  taken  in  1867,  placed  on  the 
register  1,065,439  electors  who  would  not  otherwise 
have  possessed  the  parliamentary  franchise. 

In  the  speech  from  the  throne  on  the  prorogation 
of  Parliament,  Her  most  gracious  Majesty  is  made  to 
say,  that  the  Act  which  establishes  the  Ballot  will  assist 
to  secure  alike  the  independence  of  the  voter,  and  the 
tranquillity  and  purity  of  elections  for  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament.  But  curiously  enough,  though  the 
Ballot  Act  extends  also  to  Municipal  Elections,  the 
same  hopes  are  not  held  out  as  regards  those  elections. 
Let  us  trust,  however,  that  experience  will  be  found 
fully  to  justify,  not  the  expectations  merely,  but  the 
confident  assurances  of  the  Royal  Speech ;  and  that 
Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Elections  will  henceforth 
he  reflexes  of  the  independence  of  the  voter,  of  tran- 
quillity in  the  conduct  of  the  election,  and  of  purity  on 
the  part  of  candidates  as  well  as  of  constituencies. 


W.  C.  G. 


5,  Elm  Court,  Temple, 

31st  August,  1872. 
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35  &  36  Vict.  Cap.  33. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Procedure  at 
Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Elections. 

[ISth  July,  187-2.] 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  amend  the  law  relating-  to 
procedure  at  parliamentary  and  municipal  elections  : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  parhament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  as  follows ; 

PART  I. 

Parliamentary  Elections, 
Procedure  at  Elections. 
1 .  A  candidate  for  election  to  serve  in  parliament  for  a  Nomination 
county  or  boroug'h  shall  be  nominated  in  writing-.    The  foi-'pariia» 
writing-  shall  be  subscribed  by  two  registered  electors  of  ™|"tionl 
such  county  or  borough  as  proposer  and  seconder,  and 
by  eight  other  registered  electors  of  the  same  county  or 
borough  as  assenting-  to  the  nomination,  and  shall  be 
delivered  during  the  time  appointed  for  the  election  te 
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Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Elections. 

the  returning"  officer  by  the  candidate  himself,  or  his 
proposer  or  seconder  («). 

If  at  the  expiration  of  one  hour  after  the  time 
appointed  for  the  election  no  more  candidates  stand 
nominated  than  there  are  vacancies  to  be  filled  up,  the 
returning-  officer  shall  forthwith  declare  the  candidates 
who  may  stand  nominated  to  be  elected,  and  return  their 
names  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery ;  but  if 
at  the  expiration  of  such  hour  more  candidates  stand 
nominated  than  there  are  vacancies  to  be  filled  ui3,  the 
returning-  officer  shall  adjourn  the  election  and  shall  take 
a  poll  in  manner  in  this  Act  mentioned. 

A  candidate  may,  during  the  time  appointed  for  the 
election,  but  not  afterwards,  withdraw  from  his  candi- 
dature by  giving  a  notice  to  that  effect,  signed  by  him, 
to  the  returning  officer  (h) :  Provided,  that  the  proposer  of 
a  candidate  nominated  in  his  absence  out  of  the  United 
Kingdom  may  withdraw  such  candidate  by  a  written 


(«)  The  form  of  nomination  paper  is  given  in  the  first 
schedule  to  the  Act,  post,  p.  68,  and  the  appointment  of  the 
time  for  the  election  is  regulated  by  the  same  schedule, 
clauses  1  and  2,  post,  pp.  39,  40. 

See  sects.  14 — 30  of  the  first  schedule,  pp.  44 — 50,  post,  as 
to  the  manner  of  taking  the  poll  at  an  election. 

{b)  The  notice  of  withdrawal  of  the  candidate  may  be  in 
the  following  form : — 

To  the  ("  sheriff,"  or  other  returning  officer)  of  the 
of 

I,  the  undersigned  ,  of  in  the  of  , 

having  been  duly  nominated,  at  the  election  now  pending, 
as  a  proper  person  to  serve  as  member  for  the  of 

in  parliament,  do  hereby  give  you  notice  that  I  with- 
draw my  candidature  for  election. 


Dated  this  day  of 


Signature  of" 
candidate. 
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notice  signed  by  him  and  delivered  to  the  returning 
officer,  together  with  a  written  declaration  of  such 
absence  of  the  candidate  (c). 

If  after  the  adjournment  of  an  election  by  the  returning 
officer  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  poll  one  of  the  candi- 
dates nominated  shall  die  before  thepoU  has  commenced, 
the  returning  officer  shall,  upon  being  satisfied  of  the  fact 
of  such  death,  countermand  notice  of  the  poll,  and  all 
the  proceedings  with  reference  to  the  election  shall  be 
commenced  afresh  in  all  respects  as  if  the  writ  had  been 
received  by  the  returning  officer  on  the  day  on  which 
proof  was  given  to  him  of  such  death ;  provided  that 
no  fresh  nomination  shall  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  a 


(c)  The  "proposer"  will  be  the  registered  elector  whose 
name  stands  first  in  the  nomination  paper;  but  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  the  form  of  nomination  paper  in  the  schedule  says 
nothing  about  a  "  proposer  "  or  "  seconder." 

The  withdrawal  on  the  part  of  the  proposer  may  be  in  the 
following  form : — 

To  the  (sheriff  or  other  returning  officer)  of  the 
of 

I,  the  undersigned  ,  of  in  the  of  , 

being  the  proposer  at  the  election  now  pending  of  the  fol- 
lowing person  as  a  proper  person  to  serve  as  member  for 
the  said  in  parliament, 


Surname. 

Other  Names. 

Abode. 

Rank,  Profession,  or 
Occupation. 

do  hereby  give  you  notice  that  I  withdraw  such  candidate 
for  election  ;  and  I  hereby  declare  that  I  nominated  the 
said  candidate  in  his  absence  out  of  the  United  Kingdom. 


Dated  this 


day  of 

Signature  of    ^ 
proposer.     ^ 
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candidate  who   stood  nominated   at   the   time   of   the 
countermand  of  the  poll  {a). 

Poll  at  elec-  s^^  \^  i\^q  case  of  a  poll  at  an  election  the  votes  shall 
he  given  by  ballot.  The  ballot  of  each  voter  shall  con- 
sist of  a  paper  (in  this  Act  called  a  ballot  paper)  showing 
the  names  and  description  of  the  candidates.  Each 
ballot  paper  shall  have  a  number  printed  on  the  back, 
and  shall  have  attached  a  counterfoil  with  the  same 
number  printed  on  the  face.  At  the  time  of  voting,  the 
ballot  paper  shall  be  marked  on  both  sides  with  an 
official  mark,  and  delivered  to  the  voter  within  the 
polling  station,  and  the  number  of  such  voter  on  the 
register  of  voters  shall  be  marked  on  the  counterfoil, 
and  the  voter  having  secretly  marked  his  vote  on  the 
paper,  and  folded  it  uj)  so  as  to  conceal  his  vote,  shall 
place  it  in  a  closed  box  in  the  presence  of  the  officer  pre- 


(a)  The  Act  is  silent  as  to  what  shall  be  sufficient  "proof" 
of  death  of  the  candidate, — strict  legal  documentary  proof 
will  probably  not  be  necessary.  On  being  satisfied  of  the  fact 
of  death  the  returning  officer  is  to  countermand  notice  of  the 
poll ;  but  the  proceedings  are  to  commence  afresh,  as  if  the 
writ  had  been  received  by  the  returning  officer  on  the  day  on 
which  fruoficas  given  to  him  of  the  death.  It  seems  that 
the  returning  officer  must  determine  for  himself  what  proof 
will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  him  of  the  death  of  the  candidate. 

The  countermand  of  the  poll  may  be  as  follows : — 

Whereas  an  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the 
of  is  now  pending,  and  whereas         ,  of  , 

an  the         of  ,  was  duly  nominated  as  a  pi-oper  person 

to  serve  as  member  for  the  said  in  parliament :    And 

whereas  proof  was  this  day  of  ,  18     ,  given  to 

me  that  the  said  died  at  ,  in  the  of  , 

on  the  day  of         ,  18     ;  and  I,  the  undersigned,  the 

{sheriff  or  other  returning  officer)  of  the  said  of 

,  therefore  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  in  that  behalf 
made  and  provided,  do  hereby  countermand  notice  of  the 
poll  which  I  fixed  to  take  place  on  the         day  of       ,18     . 

Signature  of      | 
returning  officer,  j  "" 
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siding-  at  the  polling'  station  (iu  this  Act  called  the 
''presiding-  oiBcer")  after  having-  shown  to  him  the 
official  mark  at  the  back  (b). 

Any  ballot  paper  which  has  not  on  its  back  the  official 
mark,  or  on  which  votes  are  given  to  more  candidates 
than  the  voter  is  entitled  to  vote  for,  or  on  which  any- 
thing-, except  the  said  number  on  the  back,  is  written  or 
marked  by  which  the  voter  can  be  identified,  shall  be 
void  and  not  counted. 

After  the  close  of  the  poll  the  ballot  boxes  shall  be 
sealed  upj  so  as  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  additional 
ballot  papers,  and  shall  be  taken  charge  of  by  the  re- 
turning officer  (<?),  and  that  officer  shall,  in  the  presence 
of  such  agents,  if  any,  of  the  candidates  as  may  be  in 
attendance  (d),  open  the  ballot  boxes,  and  ascertain  the 
result  of  the  poll  by  counting  the  votes  given  to  each 
candidate  (e),  and  shall  forthwith  declare  to  be  elected  the 
candidates  or  candidate  to  whom  the  majority  of  votes 
have  been  given,  and  return  their  names  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  in  Chancery  (/).  The  decision  of  the  return- 
ing officer  as  to  any  question  arising-  in  respect  of  any 


{]))  As  to  the  ballot,  see  the  first  schedule,  clauses  14 — 30, 
post,  pp.  44 — .50,  and  the  form  of  ballot  paper  in  the  second 
schedule,  post,  p.  70,  with  the  form  of  directions  as  to  filling 
it  up  in  secret. 

(c)  The  returning  officer  is  to  take  charge  of  the  ballot 
boxes  when  sealed  up  ;  but  as  he  cannot  be  present  at  eacli 
poHing  place  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  it  would  seem  that  he 
must  visit  each  in  succession,  and  there  take  chai-ge  of  the 
boxes.  It  would  be  manift-stly  improijer  to  permit  the  "pre- 
siding officers  "  to  take  them  away  from  the  polling  places 
until  they  are  taken  charge  of  by  the  returning  officer.  As  to 
the  duties  of  the  returning  officer  generally,  see  sects.  8 — 11, 
post,  pp.  12 — 15. 

(d)  Tlie  returning  officer  will  appoint  the  place  where  he 
will  open  the  boxes,  and  he  should  inform  the  several  per- 
sons interested  of  the  place  and  time  when  he  will  do  so. 

(e)  Foil  books  to  be  used  in  "  counting  the  votes,"  as  well 
as  ballot  boxes,  stamping  instruments,  and  all  necessary  books 
and  forms  may  be  obtained  from  the  publishers  of  this  work. 

(/)  See  clause  37  of  the  first  schedule,  post,  p.  62. 
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Offences  in 
respect  of 
nomination 
papersjballot 
papers,  and 
ballot  boxes. 


ballot  paper  shall  be  final,  subject  to  reversal  on  petition 
questioning  the  election  or  return  [a). 

Where  an  equality  of  votes  is  found  to  exist  between 
any  candidates  at  an  election  for  a  county  or  borough, 
and  the  addition  of  a  vote  would  entitle  any  of  such 
candidates  to  be  declared  elected,  the  returning  oiBcer, 
if  a  registered  elector  of  such  county  or  borough,  may 
g'ive  such  additional  vote,  but  shall  not  in  &i\j  other  case 
be  entitled  to  vote  at  an  election  for  which  he  is  return- 
ing ofBcer  ijb). 

Offences  at  Elections. 

3.  Every  person  who, — 

(1.)  Forges  or  fraudulently  defaces  or  fraudulently 
destroys  any  nomination  paper,  or  delivers  to 
the  returning  officer  any  nomination  paper, 
knowing  the  same  to  be  forged  ;  or 

(2.)  Forges  or  counterfeits  or  fraudulently  defaces  or 
fraudulently  destroys  any  ballot  paper  or  the 
official  mark  on  any  ballot  paper ;  or 

(3.)  Without  due  authority  supplies  any  ballot  paper 
to  any  person  ;  or 

(4.)  Fraudulently  puts  into  any  ballot  box  any  paper 
other  than  the  ballot  paper  which  he  is  autho- 
rized by  law  to  put  in  ;  or 

(5.)  Fraudulently  takes  out  of  the  polling  station  any 
ballot  paper ;  or 

(6.)  Without  due  authority  destroys,  takes,  opens,  or 

otherwise  interferes  with  any  ballot   box    or 

packet  of  ballot  papers  then  in  use  for  the 

purposes  of  the  election ; 

shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  liable,  if  he  is 

a  returning  officer  or  an  officer  or  clerk  in  attendance  at 

a  polling  station,   to  imprisonment   for  any  term   not 

exceeding  two  years,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  and  if 

(a)  As  to  election  petitions,  see  the  Parliamentary  Elections 
Act,  18G8,  and  the  Corrupt  Practices  (Municipal  Elections) 
Act,  1872. 

(t)  As  to  counting  the  votes,  see  post,  p.  51. 
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he  is  any  other  person,  to  imprisonment  for  any  term  not    • 
exceeding  six  months,  with  or  without  hard  labour. 

Any  attempt  to  commit  any  offence  specified  in  this 
section  shall  be  punishable  in  the  manner  in  which  the 
offence  itself  is  punishable. 

In  any  indictment  or  other  prosecution  for  an  offence 
in  relation  to  the  nomination  papers,  ballot  boxes,  ballot 
papers,  and  marking-  instruments  at  an  election,  the  pro- 
perty in  such  papers,  boxes,  and  instruments  may  be 
stated  to  be  in  the  returning-  officer  at  such  election,  as 
well  as  the  property  in  the  counterfoils  (c). 

4.  Every  officer,  clerk,  andagent(d)  in  attendance  at  infringe- 
a  polling  station  shall  maintain  and  aid  in  maintaining-  ^creV/. 
the  secrecy  of  the  voting  in  such  station,  and  shall  not 
communicate,  except  for  some  purpose  authorized  by  law, 
before  the  poll  is  closed,  to  any  person  any  information 
as  to  the  name  or  number  on  the  register  of  voters  of 
any  elector  who  has  or  has  not  applied  for  a  ballot  paper 
or  voted  at  that  station,  or  as  to  the  official  mark,  and  no 
such  officer,  clerk,  or  agent,  and  no  person  whosoever, 
shall  interfere  with  or  attempt  to  interfere  with  a  voter 
when  marking  his  vote,  or  otherwise  attempt  to  obtain 
in  the  polling  station  information  as  to  the  candidate  for 
whom  any  voter  in  such  station  is  about  to  vote  or  has 
voted,  or  communicate  at  any  time  to  any  person  any 
information  obtained  in  a  polling  station  as  to  the  candi- 
date for  whom  any  voter  in  such  station  is  about  to  vote 
or  has  voted,  or  as  to  the  number  on  the  back  of  the 
ballot  paper  given  to  any  voter  at  such  station.  Every 
officer,  clerk,  and  agent  in  attendance  at  the  counting  of 
the  votes  shall  maintain  and  aid  in  maintaining  the 
secrecy  of  the  voting,  and  shall  not  attempt  to  ascertain 
at  such  counting  the  number  on  the  back  of  any  ballot 
paper,  or  communicate  any  information  obtained  at  such 

(c)  As  to  the  offence  of  "  personation  "  see  sect.  24,  post, 
p.  29. 

(d)  See  clause  51  of  the  first  Schedule,  post,  p.  58,  as  to 
the  candidate  undertaking  the  duties  of  an  agent. 
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counting-  as  to  the  candidate  for  whona  any  vote  is  given 
in  any  particular  ballot  paper.  No  person  shall  directly 
or  indirectly  induce  any  voter  to  display  his  ballot 
paper  after  he  shall  have  marked  the  same,  so  as  to  make 
known  to  any  person  the  name  of  the  candidate  for  or 
against  whom  he  has  so  marked  his  vote  {a). 

Every  person  who  acts  in  contravention  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section  shall  be  liable,  on  summary  con- 
viction before  two  justices  of  the  peace,  to  imprisonment 
for  any  term  not  exceeding  six  months,  with  or  without 
hard  labour  (b). 

Amendment  of  iaw. 

Division  of        5.  The  local  authority  (as  hereinafter  defined)  (c)  of 
boroughs '^"'^  cvcry  county  shall  by  order,  as  soon  as  may  be  prac- 

into  polling   ticable  after  the  passing:  of  this  Act,  divide  such  county 

districts.         ...  i  o  '  •> 

into  polling  districts,  and  assign  a  polling  place  to  each 

district,  in  such  manner  that,  so  far  as  is  reasonably 
practicable,  every  elector  resident  in  the  county  shall 
have  a  polling  place  within  a  distance  not  exceeding  four 
miles  from  his  residence  {d),  so,  nevertheless,  that  a  poll- 
ing district  need  not  in  any  case  be  constituted  containing 
less  than  one  hundred  registered  electors  (e). 

(a)  See  the  form  of  dh'ections  to  the  voter  in  voting,  jjost, 
p.  71. 

(fe)  Proceedings  for  any  oiFence  against  this  section  will  be 
taken  under  11  &  12  Vict.  c.  43.  See  Glen's  third  edition  of 
Jervis's  Acts. 

(c)  For  the  definition  of  the  local  authority,  see  post,  p.  9. 

(d)  The  distance  will  be  measured  in  a  straight  line,  "  as 
the  crow  flies."  See  Lake  v.  Butler,  5  E.  &  B.  92  ;  24 
L.  J.  Q.  B.  273  ;  Stokes  v.  Grissell,  23  L.  J.  C.  P.  141  ; 
Jewell  v,  Stvad,  6  E.  &  B.  350 ;  25  L.  J.  Q.  B.  294 ;  Reg. 
\.  Saffron  Walden,  9  Q.  B.  76;  15  L.  J.  M.C.  115;  and 
Buignan  v.  Walker,  33  L.  T.  256.  None  of  these  cases, 
however,  were  decided  with  reference  to  parliamentary 
elections. 

(e)  It  will  rest  with  the  constituted  local  authority  to  decide 
how  far  it  is  reasonably  practicable  to  divide  the  county,  so 
that  every  polling  place  may  be  within  the  prescribed  dis- 
tance. 
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The  local  authority  (as  hereinafter  defined)  (/)  of  every 
borough  shall  take  into  consideration  the  diviriion  of 
such  borough  into  polling-  districts,  and,  if  they  think 
it  desirable,  by  order,  divide  such  borough  into  polling 
districts  in  such  manner  as  they  may  think  most  con- 
venient for  taking  the  votes  of  the  electors  at  a  poll. 

The  local  authority  of  every  county  and  borough  shall, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seventy-three,  send  to  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
principal  secretaries  of  state,  to  be  laid  by  him  before  both 
houses  of  parliament,  a  copy  of  any  order  made  by  such 
authority  in  pursuance  of  this  section,  and  a  report,  in 
such  form  as  he  may  require,  stating  how  far  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Act  with  respect  to  jwlling  districts  have 
been  complied  with  in  their  county  or  borough  ;  and  if 
they  make  any  order  after  the  first  day  of  May  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-three,  with  respect 
to  polling  districts  or  polling  places  in  their  county  or 
borough,  they  shall  send  a  copy  of  such  order  to  the  said 
secretary  of  state,  to  be  laid  by  him  before  both  houses 
of  parliament. 

The  local  authority  of  a  county  or  borough  in  this 
section  means  the  authority  having-  power  to  divide  such 
county  or  borough  into  polling  districts  under  section 
thirty-four  of  the  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1867, 
and  any  enactments  amending  that  section  (ff) ;  and  such 


(/)  For  the  definition  of  the  local  authority,  see  iitfra. 

(g)  Under  the  Act  referred  to,  the  local  authority  of  a  county 
are  thejustices  of  the  peace  having  jurisdiction  therein,  or  in  the 
larger  part  thereof,  a^isembled  at  some  court  of  general  or  quarter 
sessions,  or  at  some  adjournment  thereof.  So,  also,  as  regards 
the  Isle  of  Ely.  The  local  authority  for  a  municipal  borough, 
and  for  every  borough,  any  part  of  wliich  forms  a  municipal 
borough,  are  the  town  council  of  such  borough  ;  and  in  other 
boroughs,  the  justices  of  the  peace  acting  for  such  borough,  or 
if  there  be  no  such  justices,  then  thejustices  acting  for  the 
division  of  the  county  in  which  such  borough,  or  the  greater 
part  thereof,  is  situate.  In  cases  where  a  parliamentary 
borough  is  constituted  by  the  combination  of  two  or  more 
B  3 
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authority  shall  exercise  the  powers  thereby  given  to  them 
for  the  purposes  of  this  section  {a) ;  and  the  provisions 
of  the  said  section  as  to  the  local  authority  of  a  boroug-h 
constituted  by  the  combination  of  two  or  more  municipal 
boroug'hs  shall  apply  to  a  borough  constituted  by  the 
combination  of  a  municipal  borough  and  other  places, 
whether  municipal  boroughs  or  not  {b) ;  and  in  the  case  of 
a  borough  of  which  a  town  council  is  not  the  local  au- 
thority, and  which  is  not  wholly  situate  within  one  petty 
sessional  division,  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
in  which  such  borough  or  the  larger  part  thereof  in  area 
is  situate,  assembled  at  some  court  of  general  or  quarter 
sessions,  or  at  some  adjournment  thereof  shall  be  the 
local  authority  thereof,  and  shall  for  this  purpose  have 

municipal  boroughs,  then  the  local  authority  shall  mean  the 
town  council  of  that  municipal  borough  in  which  the  nomina- 
tion takes  place. 

(a)  The  powers  given  to  a  local  authority  for  a  county  are, 
to  divide  the  county  into  polling  districts,  and  assign  to  each 
district  a  polling  place,  in  such  manner  as  to  enable  each 
voter,  so  far  as  practicable,  to  have  a  polling  place  within  a 
convenient  distance  of  his  residence ;  and  they  shall  advertise 
in  such  manner  as  they  think  fit,  a  description  of  the  poll- 
ing districts  so  constituted  by  them,  and  the  name  of  the 
polling  place  assigned  to  each  district,  and  shall  name  the 
polling  places  at  which  the  revising  barristers  are  to  hold  their 
courts ;  and  no  revising  barrister  shall  be  obliged  to  hold  his 
courts  at  any  polling  places  not  so  named. 

The  powers  given  to  a  local  authority  for  a  borough  are,  if 
they  think  convenience  requires  it,  to  divide  the  borough  into 
polling  districts. 

A  description  of  the  polling  districts  made  or  altered  in  pur- 
suance of  the  30  &  31  Vict.  c.  102,  shall  be  advertised  by  the 
local  authority  in  such  manner  as  they  think  fit;  and, 
lastly, 

The  local  authority  may,  from  time  to  time,  alter  any  dis- 
tricts made  by  them  under  the  Act. 

As,  therefore,  the  local  authority  under  this  Act  are  to  exercise 
the  powers  so  given  to  them,  they  may  from  time  to  time  alter 
polling  districts  formed  under  this  Act ;  and  if  such  alteration 
be  made  after  the  1st  May,  1873,  they  must  immediately  send 
a  copy  of  the  order  to  the  secretary  of  state,  to  be  laid  before 
parliament. 

(h)  See  note  {g),  supra. 
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jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of  such  borough  ;  and  in  the 
case  of  such  borough  and  of  a  count}^,  a  court  of  general 
sessions  shall  be  assembled  within  twenty-one  days  after 
the  passing  of  this  Act,  and  any  such  court  may  be 
assembled  and  adjourned  from  time  to  time  for  the 
purpose. 

No  election  shall  be  questioned  by  reason  of  any  non- 
compliance with  this  section  or  any  informality  relative 
to  polling  districts  or  polling  places,  and  any  order  made 
by  a  local  authority  in  relation  to  polling  districts  or 
polling  places  shall  apply  only  to  lists  of  voters  made 
subsequently  to  its  date,  and  to  registers  of  voters  formed 
out  of  such  lists,  and  to  elections  held  after  the  time  at 
which  a  register  of  voters  so  formed  has  come  into  force : 
Provided  that  where  any  such  order  is  made  between  the 
first  day  of  July  and  the  first  day  of  November  in  any 
year,  and  does  not  create  any  new  division  between  two 
or  more  polling  districts  of  any  parish  for  which  a  sepa- 
rate poor  rate  is  or  can  be  made  (c),  such  order  shall  apply 
to  the  register  of  voters  which  comes  into  force  next 
after  such  order  is  made,  and  to  elections  held  after  that 
reg-ister  so  comes  into  force;  and  the  clerk  of  the  peace 
or  town  clerk,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  copy,  print,  and 
arrange  the  lists  of  voters  for  the  purpose  of  such  register 
in  accordance  with  such  order. 

6.  The  returning-  officer  at  a  parliamentary  election  Use  of 
may  use,  free  of  charge,  for  the  purpose  of  taking"  the  public  room 
poll  at  such  election,  any  room  in  a  school  receiving-  a  *°'"  P°^'- 
grant  out  of  moneys  provided  by  parliament (<.?),  and  any 


(c)  See  29  &  30  Vict.  c.  113,  s.  18,  which  defines  a  parish 
as  "  a  place  for  which  a  separate  poor  rate  is  or  can  be  made, 
or  for  which  a  separate  overseer  is  or  can  be  appointed." 

{d)  By  sect.  3  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870,  the 
term  "  parliamentary  grant"  means  a  grant  made  in  aid  of 
an  elementary  school,  either  annually  or  otherwise,  out  of 
monies  provided  by  parliament  for  the  civil  service,  intituled 
"  for  Public  Education  in  Great  Britain;"  but  here  the  word 
"  school  "  only  is  used  ;  and  a  question  will  arise  whether  it 
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room  the  expense  of  maintaining'  which  is  payable  out 
of  any  local  rate,  but  he  shall  make  good  any  damage 
done  to  such  room,  and  defray  any  expense  incurred  by 
the  person  or  body  of  persons,  corporate  or  unincorpo- 
rate,  having  control  over  the  same  on  account  of  its  being- 
used  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  poll  as  aforesaid. 

The  use  of  any  room  in  an  unoccupied  house  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  poll  shall  not  render  any  person 
liable  to  be  rated  or  to  pay  any  rate  for  such  house  {a). 

7.  At  any  election  for  a  county  or  borough,  a  person 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote  unless  his  name  is  on  the 
register  of  voters  for  the  time  being  in  force  for  such 
county  or  borough,  and  every  person  whose  name  is  on 
such  register  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive  a 
ballot  paper  and  to  vote  :  Provided  that  nothing  in  this 
sectio-n  shall  entitle  any  person  to  vote  who  is  prohibited 
from  voting"  by  any  statute,  or  by  the  common  law  of 
parliament,  or  relieve  such  person  from  any  penalties  to 
which  he  ma^^  be  liable  for  voting  {h). 


Duties  of  Returning  and  Election  Officers. 
General  8.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  every  return- 

duties^of"      ^^§'  officer  shall  provide  such  nomination  papers,  polling 

applies  to  a  room  in  a  workliouse  school,  or  a  district  scliool 
for  pauper  children,  as  well  as  to  other  schools  receivhig  par- 
liamentary grants.  The  word  "  room  "  will  apply  to  a  vestry- 
room  or  hall,  provided  under  13  &  14  Vict.  c.  67  ;  but  a  room 
is  usually  part  of  a  building  containing  two  or  more  rooms ; 
and  it  would  seem  that  a  room  in  a  workhouse,  town  hall  (if 
maintained  out  of  the  borough  rate),  or  even  a  room  in  the 
offices  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  would  come  within 
the  detinition  of  a  room,  "  tlie  expense  of  maintaining  which  is- 
payable  out  of  any  local  rate." 

(a)  An  unoccupied  house  means  only  an  unfurnished  house 
unoccupied  during  the  intervals  of  letting. 

{b)  A  list  of  persons  who  are  legally  incapacitated  for  voting 
at  the  election  of  a  member  of  parliament  is  contained  in  Glen 
and  Lovesy's  third  edition  of  the  Representation  of  the  People 
Act,  1867,  p.  3. 
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stations,  ballot  boxes,  ballot  papers,  stamping  instruments  ^|^"™"'° 
copies  of  reg-ister  of  voters,  and  other  things,  appoint  and 
pay  such  officers,  and  do  such  other  acts  and  things  as 
may  be  necessary  for  effectually  conducting  an  election 
in  manner  provided  by  this  Act. 

All  expenses  properly  incurred  by  any  returning 
officer  in  carrying  into  eifect  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 
in  the  case  of  any  parliamentary  election,  shall  be  payable 
in  the  same  manner  as  expenses  incurred  in  the  erection 
of  polling-  booths  at  such  election  are  by  law  payable  (c). 

Where  the  sheriff  is  returning  officer  for  more  than  one 
county  as  defined  for  the  purposes  of  parhamentary 
elections,  he  may,  without  prej  udice  to  any  other  power, 
by  writing  under  his  hand,  appoint  a  fit  person  to  be  his 
deputy  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  relating"  to  an  elec- 
tion in  any  such  county,  and  may,  by  himself  or  such 
deputy,  exercise  any  powers  and  do  any  things  M^hich 
the  returning  officer  is  authorised  or  required  to  exercise 
or  do  in  relation  to  such  election.  Every  such  deputy, 
and  also  any  under  sheriff  {d),  shall,  in  so  far  as  he  acts  as 
returning  officer,  be  deemed  to  be  included  in  the  term 
returning  officer  in  the  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to 
parliamentary  elections,  and  the  enactments  with  which 
this  part  of  this  Act  is  to  be  construed  as  one  (e). 

9.  If  any  person  misconducts  himself  in  the  polhng  Keeping  of 
station,  or  fails  to  obey  the  lawful  orders  of  the  presiding  station, 
officer,  he  may,  immediately,  by  order  of  the  presiding 
officer,  be  removed  from  the  polling  station  by  any  con- 
stable in  or  near  that  station,  or  any  other  person  autho- 

(c)  By  2  Will.  4,  c.  45,  s.  71,  the  erection  of  polling  booths 
shall  lie  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  candidates,  and  may,  if  they 
think  fit,  be  erected  by  contract  with  the  candidates,  or  if  not, 
then  the  returning-  officer  shall  erect  them  at  the  expense  of  the 
candidates, 

{d)  If  the  sheriff  should  die,  the  under  sheriff  is,  by  3  Geo.  1, 
c.  15,  s.  8,  "  to  execute  the  same  office,  and  all  things  belong- 
ing thereunto,  in  the  name  of  the  said  deceased  sheriff,"  until 
another  is  appointed. 

(t!)  See  sects.  15,27,  jyost,  pp.  16,  34. 
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rised  in  writing  by  tlie  returning  officer  to  remove  him ; 
and  the  person  so  removed  shall  not,  unkss  with  the 
permission  of  the  presiding  officer,  again  he  allowed  to 
enter  the  polling  station  during*  the  day  {a). 

Any  person  so  removed  as  aforesaid,  if  charged  with 
the  commission  in  such  station  of  any  offence,  ma3-  be 
kept  in  custody  until  he  can  be  brought  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace. 

Provided  that  the  powers  conferred  by  this  section 
shall  not  be  exercised  so  as  to  prevent  any  elector  who 
is  otherwise  entitled  to  vote  at  any  polling  station  from 
having-  an  opportunity  of  voting  at  such  station. 

Powers  of  jq_   For  the  fiurpose  of  the  adjournment  of  the  poll, 

officer  and     aiid  of  every  other  enactment  relating  to  the  poll,  a  jDre- 

tion"o"  oaths  siding  officer  shall  have  the  power  by  law  belonging  to 

&c.  a  deputy  returning  officer;  and  any  presiding-  officer  and 

any  clerk  appointed  by  the  returning  officer  to  attend  at 

a  polling  station  shall  have   the  power  of  asking  the 

questions  and  administering  the  oath  authorised  by  law 

to  be  asked  of  and  administered  to  voters,  and  any  justice 

of  the  peace   and  any  returning  officer  may  take  and 

receive  any  declaration  authorised  by  this  Act  to  be  taken 

before  him. 

Liability  of        |  j     Every  returning  officer,    presiding-  officer,  and 

officers  for         i     ,         ,       .  .,  ,.  .t 

misconduct,  clerk  who  IS  guilty  of  any  wilful  misfeasance  or  any 
wilful  act  or  omission  in  contravention  of  this  Act  shall, 
in  addition  to  any  other  penalty  or  liability  to  which  he 
may  be  subject,  forfeit  to  any  person  aggrieved  by  such 
misfeasance,  act,  or  omission  a  penal  sum  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  pounds. 

Section  fifty  of  the  Representation  of  the  People  Act, 

30&31  Vict.  1867,  (which  relates  to  the  acting  of  any  returning 
officer,  or  his  partner  or  clerk,  as  agent  for  a  candidate), 

(rt)  The  returning  officer  will  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  mis- 
conduct.   See  also  clause  50,  post,  p.  57. 
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shall  apply  to  any  returning  officer  or  officer  appointed 
by  him  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  and  to  his  partner  or 
clerk  (h). 

Miscellaneous. 

12.  No  person  who  has  voted  at  an  election  shall,  in  Prohibition 
any  leg-al  proceeding-  to  question  the  election  or  return,  l^  vote?^^^"^*^ 
be  required  to  state  for  whom  he  has  voted  (c). 

1  3  No  election  shall  be  declared  invalid  by  reason  of  Non-com- 
a  non-compliance  with  the  rules  contained  in  the  First  mies. 
Schedule  to  this  Act  {d),  or  any  mistake  in  theuse  of  the 
forms  in  the  Second  Schedule  to  this  Act  (e),  if  it  appears 
to  the  tribunal  having-  cognizance  of  the  question  that 
the  election  was  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  prin- 
ciples laid  down  in  the  body  of  this  Act,  and  that  such 
non-compliance  or  mistake  did  not  affect  the  result  of  the 
election. 

14.  Where  a  parliamentary  borough  and  municip-al  Use  of 
borough  occupy  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  same  area,  jfaToT'boxes, 
any  ballot  boxes  or  fittings  for  polling  stations  and  com-  j^°;^^°^jPj/" 
partments  provided  for  such  parliamentary  borough  or  election,  and 
such  municipal  borough  may  be  used  in  any  municipal  ^"'°  '^'"" 
or  parliamentary  election  in  such  borough  free  of  charge, 
and  any  damage  other  than  reasonable  wear  and  tear 

{b)  The  following  is  the  enactment  referred  to : — "  No  return- 
ing officer  for  any  county  or  borough,  nor  his  deputy,  nor  any 
partner  or  clerk  of  either  of  thein,  shall  act  as  agent  for  any 
candidate  in  the  management  or  conduct  of  his  election  as  a 
member  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such  county  or  borough  ; 
and  if  any  returning  officer,  his  deputy,  the  partner  or  clerk  of 
either  of  them,  shall  so  act,  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor." As  to  the  punishment  for  a  misdemeanor,  see  sect.  3, 
ante. 

(c)  With  regard  to  any  such  proceeding,  see  the  Parlia- 
mentary Elections  Act,  1868,  and  the  Corrupt  Practices  (Muni- 
cipal Elections)  Act,  1872. 

{d)  See  2}ost,  p.  39. 

(e)  See  post,  p.  66. 


vice  versa. 


16  Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Elections. 

caused  to  the  same  shall  be  paid  as  part  of  the  expenses 
of  the  election  at  which  they  are  so  used  {a). 

Consu-uction  J  5  _  This  part  of  this  Act  shall,  so  far  as  is  consistent 
with  the  tenor  thereof,  be  construed  as  one  with  the  en- 
actments for  the  time  being*  in  force  relating-  to  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  people  (/<),  and  to  the  registration  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  vote  at  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in 
parliament,  and  with  any  enactments  otherwise  relating' 
to  the  subject-matter  of  this  part  of  this  Act,  and  terms 
used  in  this  part  of  this  Act  shall  have  the  same  meaning 
asinthesaid  enactments ;  and  in  construing  thesaid  enact- 
ments relating"  to  an  election  or  to  the  poll  or  taking  the 
votes  by  poll,  the  mode  of  election  and  of  taking  the  poll 
established  by  this  Act  shall  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
enactments  be  deemed  to  be  substituted  ibr  the  mode  of 
election  or  poll,  or  taking  the  votes  by  poll,  referred  to 
in  the  said  enactments;  and  any  person  applying' for  a 
ballot  paper  under  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  *'  to  tender 
his  vote,"  or  "  to  assume  to  vote,"  within  the  meaning 
of  the  said  enactments  ;  and  any  application  for  a  ballot 
paper  under  this  Act,  or  expressions  I'elative  thereto, 
shall  be  equivalent  to  "  voting"  in  the  said  enactments 
and  any  expressions  relative  thereto ;  and  the  term 
"  polhng  booth  "  as  used  in  the  said  enactments  shall  be 
deemed  to  include  a  polling  station  ;  and  the  term  "  pro- 
clamation "  as  used  in  the  said  enactments  shall  be 
deemed  to  include  a  public  notice  given  in  pursuance  of 
this  Act. 


(a)  As  to  the  returning  officer's  expenses,  see  sect.  8,  ante, 
and  note  thereon. 

(&)  The  several  Acts  relatin^f  to  the  representation  of  the 
people  will  be  found  enumerated  in  the  Tables  of  Statutes  in 
Glen  and  Lovesy's  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  18G7, 
and  Glen's  Parliamentary  Registration  Manual. 

As  to  the  expression  "polling  place,"  see  clause  57  of 
Sch.  1,  post,  p.  59. 
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Application  of  Part  of  Act  to  Scotland. 

1 6    This  part  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  Scotland,  Alterations 
subjecl  to  the  lollowmg-  provisions  : —  tion  of 

(1.)  The   expression   "crime   and    offence"   shall  be  |^^"j\jj^^^° 
equivalent  to  the  expression  "  misdemeanor," 
and  shall  be  substituted  therefor : 

(•2.)  All  offences  under  this  Act  for  which  any  person 
may  be  punished  on  summary  conviction  shall 
be  prosecuted  before  the  sheriff  under  the  pro- 
visions of  "  The  Summary  Procedure  Act, 
1864;"  and  all  jurisdictions,  powers,  and 
authorities  necessary  for  that  purpose  are 
hereby  conferred  on  sheriffs  : 

(3.)  The  expression  "sheriff"  shall  include  sheriff 
substitute  : 

(4,)  The  provisions  of  this  Act  relating  to  the  division 
of  counties  and  boroughs  into  polling  districts 
shall  not  apply  to  Scotland : 

(5.)  The  ballot  boxes,  ballot  papers,  stamping  instru- 
ments, and  other  requisites  for  a  parliamentary 
election  shall  be  provided  and  paid  for  in  the 
same  manner  as  polling  rooms  or  booths  under 
the  fortieth  section  of  the  Act  of  the  second 
and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William 
the  Fourth, chapter  sixty-five, intituled  "An Act 
to  amend  the  Rejltesentation  of  the  People  m 
Scotland  ;"  and  the  reasonable  remuneration  of 
presiding  officers,  assistants,  and  clerks  em- 
ployed by  the  returning  officer  at  such  an  elec- 
tion, and  all  other  expenses  properly  incurred  by 
the  returning  officer,  and  by  sheriff  clerks  and 
town  clerks,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  Act,  shall  be  paid  by  the  candidates ; 
provided  always,  that  if  any  person  shall  be 
proposed  as  a  candidate  without  his  consent  the 
person  so  proposing  him  shall  be  liable  to  defray 
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his  share  of  all  those  expenses  in  like  manner 
as  if  he  had  been  a  candidate  himself ;  provided 
also,  that  the  fee  to  be  paid  to  each  presiding- 
officer  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the  sum  of  three 
g-uineas  per  day,  and  the  fee  to  be  paid  to  each 
assistant  to  the  returning  officer  shall  not  ex- 
ceed two  g-uineas  per  day,  and  the  fee  to  be 
paid  to  each  clerk  shall  not  exceed  one  guinea 
per  day. 

Application  of  Part  of  Act  to  Ireland. 

for^apjiica-        1  "^^  '^^^^  P^^^  °^  *^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^PP^^  *°  Ireland,  sub- 

tion  of         ject  to  the  following-  modifications  : — 

Ireland.  °  (!•)  The  expression  "Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chan- 
cery" shall  mean  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and 
Hanaper  in  Ireland: — 
(2.)  The  preceding-  provisions  of  this  part  of  this  Act 
with  respect  to  the  division  of  counties  and 
boroughs  into  polling  districts  shall  not  extend 
to  Ireland  : 
(3.)  In  the  construction  of  the  preceding  provisions 
of  this  part  of  this  Act  as  applying  to  Ireland, 
section  thirteen  of  "  The  Representation  of  the 
People  (Ireland)  Act,  1868,"  shall  be  substi- 
tuted for  section  fifty  of  '^  The  Representa- 
tion of  the  People  Act,  1867,"  wherever  in 
such  provisions  the  said  last-mentioned  sec- 
tion occurs.  The  provision  contained  in  the 
sixth  section  of  this  Act  providing  for  use 
of  school  rooms  free  of  charge,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  the  poll  at  elections,  shall  not 
apply  to  any  school  adjoining  or  adjacent  to 
any  church  or  other  place  of  worship,  nor  to 

p  any  school  connected  with  a  nunnery  or  other 

religious  establishment : 

(4.)  No  returning  officer  shall  be  entitled  to  claim,  or 

be  paid,  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  for  the 

erection  of  polling  booths  or  stations  and  com- 
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partments  other  than  the  sum  or  sums  actually 
and  necessarily  incurred  and  paid  by  him  in 
reference  to  the  same,  any  statute  or  statutes  to 
the  contrary  now  in  force  notwithstanding",  nor 
shall  the  expenses  of  providing"  sufficient  polling 
stations  or  booths  and  compartments  at  every 
polling-  place  exceed  the  sum  or  sums  now 
given  and  allowed  by  statute  in  Ireland. 

is.  With   respect   to  polling  districts  and  polling  Provisious 
places  in  Ireland,  the  following"  regulations  shall  have  districts  and 
effect :  that  is  to  say,  PfHing 

'  "^  '  .  .  places  lu 

(1.)  The  Lord  Lieutenant,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Ireland, 
the  Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  shall  appoint 
special  sessions  to  be  held  by  the  chairman  of 
quarter  sessions  and  justices  of  the  peace  having 
jurisdiction  in  each  county  or  riding"  of  a 
county  in  Ireland,  at  such  places  and  times 
before  the  first  day  of  November  next  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act  as  shall  seem  fit  for  the 
purpose  of  dividing"  such  county  or  riding  into 
polling  districts  and  appointing  polling"  places 
for  such  districts : 

(2.)  The  clerk  of  the  said  Privy  Council  shall  cause 
each  such  appointment  to  be  notified  to  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county  to  which  the 
same  relates,  and  shall  cause  notice  of  the  same 
to  be  published  twice  in  each  of  two  consecu- 
tive weeks  in  one  or  more  newspapers  usually 
circulated  in  such  county,  and  once  in  the 
Dublin  Gazette : 

(3.)  The  clerk  of  the  peace  of  each  county  in  Ireland 
shall,  within  five  days  after  the  receipt  of  such 
notification  as  aforesaid,  send  a  written  or 
printed  notice  of  the  same  to  the  chairman  and 
to  every  justice  of  the  peace  having  jurisdiction 
within  the  county  or  riding  to  which  the  same 
relates : 
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(4.)  The  chairman  of  quarter  sessions  and  the  justices 
of  the  peace  having- jurisdiction  in  any  county 
or  riding"  assembled  at  such  special  sessions 
appointed  in  manner  aforesaid,  or  at  any 
adjournment  of  the  same  before  the  first  day  of 
December  next  after  the  passing-  of  this  Act, 
shall  make  an  order  dividing-  such  county  or 
riding-  of  a  county  into  polling-  districts,  and 
appointing  in  each  such  polling-  district  a  place 
(in  this  section  referred  to  as  a  "  polling 
lalace")  for  taking  the  poll  at  contested  elections 
of  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  such 
county  : 

(5.)  Every  such  division  shall  be  made  in  such  manner 
so  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  every  building 
or  place  in  such  county  in  which  petty  sessions 
are  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  held 
shall  be  a  polhng  place  :  Provided  always,  that 
where  it  appears  to  the  chairman  and  jus- 
tices assembled  at  special  sessions  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  affording-  full  facilities  for  taking 
the  poll  at  contested  elections,  there  should  be 
polling  places  in  addition  to  such  buildings  or 
places  where  petty  sessions  are  held  as  afore- 
said, they  shall  appoint  so  many  polling  places 
in  addition  to  such  buildings  or  places  as  they 
may  think  necessary,  and  constitute  a  polling 
district  for  each  such  polling  place : 

(6.)  Every  order  shall  specify  the  barony  or  baronies, 
half  barony  or  half  baronies,  townland  or  town- 
lands,  parish  or  parishes,  and  places  constituting 
each  such  polling  district : 

(7.)  A  co]iy  of  every  such  order  shall  forthwith  be 
sent  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  for  such  county 
to  the  clerk  of  the  said  Privy  Council,  who 
thereupon  shall  submit  the  same  for  confinna- 
tion  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Privy 
Council  in  Ireland,  in  the  manner  by  this  Act 
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provided,    and    such   order   shall    not    be  of 
any  validity  until  the  same  has  been  so  con- 
firmed : 
(8.)  Notice  of  the  intended  confirmation  of  any  such 
order  shall  be  g-iven  by  the  clerk  of  the  said 
Privy  Council  at  least  one  month  before  the 
day  fixed  for  such  confirmation  by  the  publica- 
tion of  such  notice  and  order  in  one  or  more 
newspapers  circulating  within  such  county  or 
riding-  to  which  the  order  has  reference  : 
(9.)  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Privy  Council,  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  intended 
confirmation  of  any  such  order,  to  confirm  the 
same  as  it  stands,  or  with  such  variation,  altera- 
tion, or  modification  as  may  seem  fit :  Provided 
always,  that  where  a.nj  person  is  dissatisfied 
with  any  such  order  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such 
jierson,  within  fourteen  days  after  the  publica- 
tion of  the  notice  of  the  intended  confirmation 
of  such  order,  to  appeal  ag-ainst  the  same,  and 
such  appeal  shall  be  in   writing",  stating-  the 
grounds  thereof,  and  shall  be  signed  by  such 
person,  and  shall  within  such  time  be  lodged 
with  the  clerk  of  the  Privy  Council ;  and  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Privy  Council,  previous  to  the  confirmation  of 
any  such  order,  to  hear  and  determine  such 
appeal  against  the  same,  and  to  make    such 
oi'der  as  to  the  costs  of  such  appeal  as  may 
seem  meet : 
(10.)  When  any  such  order  has  been  confirmed  as  afore- 
said, the  clerk  of  the  said  Privy  Council  shall 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  to  which  the  same  relates, 
and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  published  once 
in  the  Dublin  Gazette,  and  once  in  the  news- 
paper in  which  the  notice  of  intended  confirma- 
tion was  published : 
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(11.)  The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the 
twenty-seventh  and  twenty-eighth  years  of  the 
reign  of  Her  present  Majesty,  chapter  twenty- 
two,  for  ascertaining  the  voters  in  the  new  or 
altered  polling  districts  referred  to  in  the  ninth 
section  of  the  said  Act,  and  for  making  separate 
lists  of  voters,  and  otherwise  in  relation  thereto, 
shall  extend  and  apply  to  every  case  in  which 
any  order  in  relation  to  any  county  has  been 
confirmed  under  the  authority  of  this  section, 
in  like  manner  as  if  such  sections  were  herein 
re-enacted,  and  the  polling  districts  to  which 
the  same  refer  or  apply  had  been  polling  dis- 
tricts constituted  under  the  authority  of  this 
section  ;  and  the  register  of  voters  in  force  in 
such  county  at  the  time  of  confirming  such 
order  as  amended  by  the  printed  books  g-iven 
into  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  such  county 
in  manner  by  the  said  Act  provided,  and  the 
said  printed  books,  shall  be  the  register  of 
persons  entitled  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a 
member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament 
which  shall  take  place  in  and  for  such  county 
until  the  first  day  of  January  next  after  the 
giving  of  the  said  books  as  aforesaid :  Pro- 
vided always,  that  in  the  construction  of  the 
said  provisions,  the  terms  ''  the  passing  of  this 
Act"  and  the  "said  Act "  shall  respectively  be 
construed  to  mean  the  confirming  of  any  order 
made  under  the  authority  of  this  section  and 
this  Act : 

(12.)  At  any  election  of  a  member  or  members  to 
serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  to  which 
any  such  order  relates  held  after  the  cenfirm- 
ing  of  any  such  order,  and  before  the  register 
of  voters  to  be  formed  subsequently  to  the  date 
of  the  confirming  of  such  order  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section  shall  be  in  force,  the  poll 
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shall  be  taken  as  if  no  such  order  had  been 
made : 

(13.)  All  precepts,  notices,  and  forms  relating  to  the 
registration  of  voters  shall  be  framed  and  ex- 
pressed in  such  manner  and  form  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  carrying  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  into  effect : 

(14.)  When  the  chairman  of  quarter  sessions  and 
justices  of  the  peace  having  jurisdiction  in  any 
county  or  riding  in  Ireland,  assembled  at  any 
general  or  quarter  sessions  in  any  division  of 
such  county  or  riding  are  of  opinion  that  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  further  facihties  for  polhng 
at  contested  elections  there  should  be  within  such 
district  polling  places  in  addition  to  the  places 
appointed  in  manner  aforesaid,  they  may  by 
resolution  determine  that  at  the  next  general 
or  quarter  sessions  in  such  division  of  such 
county  the  necessity  for  such  additional  polling 
places  shall  be  considered  by  the  chairman  and 
justices  assembled  at  the  same  : 

(15.)  The  clerk  of  the  peace  of  such  county  shall, 
within  five  days  after  the  making  of  such  re- 
solution, send  a  written  or  printed  copy  of  the 
same  to  the  chairman  and  to  every  justice  of  the 
peace  having  jurisdiction  within  the  county  to 
which  the  same  relates,  and  shall  cause  a  copy 
of  such  resolution  to  be  published  twice  in  each 
of  two  consecutive  weeks  in  some  newspaper 
circulated  in  such  county  : 

(16.)  The  said  chairman  and  justices  assembled  at  such 
general  or  quarter  sessions  holden  next  after 
the  making  of  such  resolution  shall  consider 
whether  additional  polhng  places  are  neces- 
sary, and  if  they  are  of  such  opinion  they  may, 
by  an  order  to  be  made  in  hke  manner  and 
subject  to  the  same  provisions  as  to  the  making, 
confirming,  and  taking  eiFect  of  the  same  as 
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are  in  this  section  contained  in  relation  to 
orders  to  be  made  at  special  sessions  under  the 
authority  of  the  same,  appoint  such  other 
places  to  be  polling  places  as  they  shall  think 
fit,  and  shall  constitute  polling'  districts  for  such 
polling  places : 

(17.)  No  election  shall  be  questioned  by  reason  of  any 
polhng  district  not  having  been  constituted  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  or 
by  reason  of  any  informality  relative  to  any 
polling  district : 

(18.)  When  any  day  fixed  for  taking  the  poll  at  any 
election  is  the  day  fixed  for  the  holding  of  the 
petty  sessions  court  at  any  polling  place,  the 
court  shall  stand  ipso  facto  adjourned  till  the 
next  day,  which  shall  in  that  case  be  the  legal 
day  for  holding  said  court,  and  if  that  day  be  a 
Sundajr  or  legal  holiday,  till  the  next  day  : 

(19.)  The  term  "  the  Lord  Lieutenant  "  in  this  section 
shall  mean  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  and 
the  lords  justices  or  other  chief  governors  or 
governor  of  Ireland  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
term  "  chairman  of  quarter  sessions "  in  this 
section  shall  include  any  person  duly  appointed 
to  do  the  duty  of  such  chairman  during  his 
sickness  or  absence. 

Amendment        19.  Where  the  name  of  any  person  is  required  to  be 
votingtn  °    inserted  in  any  list  of  voters  for  any  ward  of  any  city, 
wards  in        towu,  or  borougli  Under  the  pi'ovisions  of  section  seven 
boroughs.      of  the  Act  passed  in  the  session  of  parliament  held  in 
the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  years  of  the  reign  of  Her 
present   Majesty,   chapter    sixty-eight,   as   qualified   in 
respect  of  any  property  qualification,  or  as  the  occupier 
of  any   lands,  tenements,   or   hereditaments   situate  in 
whole  or  in  part  beyond  the  limits  of  such  ward,  then 
and  in  every  such  case  the  names  so  required  to  be  in- 
serted shall  be  placed  in  alphabetical  order  in  a  separate 
part  of  such  list  to  be  styled  "  the  list  of  rural  or  out 
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votes  of  such  ward,"  and  the  property,  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments  in  respect  of  which  such  person  is 
qualified  as  aforesaid  shall  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
Act  and  the  Acts  amending'  the  same,  in  relation  to  the 
providing-  of  booths  and  compartments  within  each  ward 
of  any  city,  town,  or  borough,  and  the  voting  therein  of 
persons  entitled  to  vote  in  respect  of  any  such  qualifi- 
cations aforesaid,  be  deemed  to  constitute  a  separate 
ward  :  Provided  always,  that  the  name  of  any  such 
person  shall  not  be  placed  in  such  separate  list  if  such 
person  shall,  in  writing*  under  his  hand,  object  thereto 
and  if  such  objection  is  delivered  to  such  clerk  of  the 
peace  on  or  before  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  August  next 
preceding  the  making'  of  such  list  under  the  provisions 
aforesaid,  and  in  such  case  in  relation  to  such  person 
the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  apply. 


PART  II. 

Municipal  Elections. 
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^^*  ^    .  •'  -,      .      ,  ,  ...      to  mumcipal 

shall,  so  far  as  cu-cumstances  admit,  be  conducted  m  the  election  of 
manner  in  which  the  poll  is  by  this  Act  directed  to  be  iXtinl'to 
conducted  at  a  contested  parliamentary  election  («),  and,  the  pou  at^ 
subject  to  the  modifications  expressed  in  the  schedule,  tary  elec- 
annexed  hereto,  such  provisions  of  this  Act  and  of  the  *^°'^^' 
said  schedules  as  relate  to  or  are  concerned  with  a  poll  at 
a  parliamentary  election  shall  apply  to  a  poll  at  a  con- 
tested municipal  election  :  Provided  as  follows  : 

(1.)  The  term  "returning  officer"  shall  mean  the 
mayor  or  other  officer  who,  under  the  law  re- 
lating to  municipal  elections,  presides  at  such 
elections : 


(a)  See  post,  pp.  44—50. 
c 
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(2.)  The  term  "petition  questioning  the  election  or 
return  "  shall  mean  any  proceeding  in  which 
a  municipal  election  can  be  questioned  {a) : 

(3.)  The  mayor  shall  provide  everything  which  in  the 
case  of  a  parliamentary  election  is  required  to 
be  provided  by  the  returning  officer  for  the 
purpose  of  a  poll  (6) : 

(4.)  AH  expenses  shall  be  defrayed  in  manner  pro- 
vided by  law  with  respect  to  the  expenses  of 
a  municipal  election  (c) : 

(5.)  No  return  shall  be  made  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  in  Chancery  {d) : 

(6.)  Nothing-  in  this  Act  shall  be  deemed  to  authorise 
the  appointment  of  any  agents  of  a  candidate  in 
a  municipal  election,  but  if  in  the  case  of  a 
municipal  election  any  agent  of  a  candidate  is 
appointed,  and  a  notice  in  writing  of  such 
appointment  is  given  to  the  returning  officer, 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  with  respect  to  agents 
of  candidates  shall,  so  far  as  respects  such 
agent,  apply  in  the  case  of  that  election  (e) : 

(7.)  The  provisions  of  this  Act  with  respect  to — 
(a.)  The  voting  of  a  returning  officer  ;  and 
(6.)  The  use  of  a  room  for  taking  a  poll  [f) ;  and 


(fl)  As  to  the  manner  in  which  municipal  elections  are  to 
be  questioned,  see  the  Corrupt  Practices  (Municipal  Elec- 
tions) Act,  1872. 

(6)  See  sect.  8,  ante,  p.  12. 

(c)  By  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76,  s.  92,  the  expenses  incurred 
from  time  to  time  in  preparing  and  printing  burgess  lists, 
"wai'd  lists  and  notices,  and  other  matters  attending  municipal 
elections,  are  payable  out  of  the  borough  funds. 

{d)  See  the  37th  rule  in  the  first  schedule  to  the  Act, 
2)0St,  p.  52. 

(e)  As  to  agents  of  candidates,  see  the  29th,  Slst,  and 
subsequent  rules  in  the  first  schedule  of  this  Act, 

{f)  See  sect.  6,  ante,  as  to  rooms  which  may  used  for  taking 
a  poll. 
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(c.)  The  right  to  vote  of  persons  whose  names 
are  on  the  register  of  voters  ; 
shall  not  apply,  in  the  case  of  a  municipal  elec- 
tion. 

A  municipal  election  shall,  except  in  so  far  as  relates 
to  the  taking  of  the  poll  in  the  event  of  its  being  con- 
tested, be  conducted  in  the  manner  in  which  it  would 
have  been  conducted  if  this  Act  had  not  passed  {(/). 

Zl,  Assessors  shall  not  be  elected  in  any   ward   of  Aboiuiou 
any  municipal  borough  (h),  and  a  municipal  election  need  assessors, 
not  be  held  before  the  assessors  or  their  deputies,  but 
may  be  held  before    the    mayor,  alderman,  or   other 
returning  officer  only  (i). 

Application  of  Part  of  Act  to  Scotland. 

22.  This  part  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to   Scotland,  A.lterations 
subject  to  the  following  provisions  :—       '  UoVof ''"''" 

(1.)  The  term  "mayor"  shall  mean  the  provost  or  |^^^'j^^'^*<' 

other  chief  magistrate  of  a  municipal  borough, 

as  defined  by  this  Act : 
(2.)  All  municipal  elections  shall  be  conducted  in  the 

same  manner  in  all  respects  in  which  elections 

{g)  As  to  municipal  elections,  see  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76, 
ss.  30—36. 

Having  regard  to  the  latter  part  of  this  section,  the  nomi- 
nation paper  for  a  municipal  election  {post,  p.  69),  will  be 
signed  as  heretofore,  and  not  by  two  persons  as  "  proposers  " 
and  eight  as  "  seconders." 

{h)  As  to  the  election  of  assessors  for  wards,  see  5  &  G 
Will.  4,  c.  76,  s.  43.  They  will  still  be  elected  for  boroughs 
under  sect.  37  of  that  Act. 

(i)  See  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76,  s.  32,  as  to  elections  before 
the  mayor. 

In  the  case  of  the  death,  or  absence,  or  incapacity  of  the 
mayor,  the  council  are  forthwith  to  elect  one  of  the  alder- 
men to  execute  all  powers  and  duties  of  the  mayor,  with  respect 
to  the  election,  in  place  of  the  mayor  3  o  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76,  s.  36. 
c2 
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of  councillors  in  tlie  royal  burghs  contained  iu 
Schedule  C.  to  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the 
third  and  fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  King 
William  the  Fourth  chapter  seventy-six,  in- 
tituled "An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws 
for  the  election  of  the  Magistrates  and  Coun- 
cillors of  the  Royal  Burghs  in  Scotland,"  are 
directed  to  be  conducted  by  the  Acts  in  force  at 
the  time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  as  amended 
by  this  Act ;  and  all  such  Acts  shall  apply  to 
such  elections  accordingly. 

Applicatioti  of  Part  of  Act  to  Ireland. 

tovT^Vica        ^^'  "^^^  P'^^'*  ^^  *^"^  ^^^  ^^*^^  ^PP^^'  *^  Ireland,  with 
tion  of  the  following  modifications  : — 

ManJ".  *"  (■'•)  ^^^  ^^^'^  "  J^aj'or  "  shall  include  the  chairman  of 
commissioners,  chairman  of  municipal  commis- 
sioners, chairman  of  town  commissioners,  and 
chairman  of  township  commissioners  : 

22Vict.c.35,  (2.)  The  provisions  of  "The  Municipal  Corporation 
Act,  1859,"  following- ;  that  is  to  say,  section  five 
and  section  six,  and  section  seven  except  so  much 
thereof  as  relates  to  the  form  of  nomination 
papers,  and  section  eight  except  so  much  thereof 
as  relates  to  assessors,  shall  extend  and  apply  to 
every  municipal  borough  in  Ireland,  and  shall 
be  substituted  for  any  provisions  in  force  in 
relation  to  the  nomination  at  municipal 
elections :  Provided  always,  that  the  term 
"  councillor "  in  these  sections  shall  for  the 
purposes  of  this  section  include  alderman, 
commissioner,  municipal  commissioner,  town 
commissioner,  township  commissioner,  or  as- 
sessor of  any  municipal  borough. 
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PART  III. 
Personation. 

24.  The  following*  enactment  shall  be  made  with  Desiuiiion 
respect  to  personation  at  parliamentary  and  municipal  menfof'per- 
elections  (a) :  soaation. 

A  person  shall  for  all  purposes  of  the  laws  relating 
to  parliamentary'  and  municipal  elections  be  deemed  to 
he  guilty  of  the  offence  of  personation  who  at  an  election 
for  a  county  or  borough,  or  at  a  municipal  election, 
applies  for  a  ballot  paper  in  the  name  of  some  other 
person,  whether  that  name  be  that  of  a  person  living  or 
dead  or  of  a  fictitious  person,  or  who  having-  voted  once 
at  any  such  election  applies  at  the  same  election  for  a 
ballot  paper  in  liis  own  name  (b). 

The  offence  of  personation,  or  of  aiding,  abetting-, 
counselling-,  or  procuring-  the  commission  of  the  offence 
of  personation  by  any  person,  shall  be  a  felony,  and  any 
person  convicted  thereof  shall  be  punished  by  imprison- 
ment for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years  tog-ether  with 
hard  labour.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  retuming- 
officer  to  institute  a  prosecution  against  any  person  whom 
he  may  believe  to  have  been  guilty  of  personation,  or  of 
aiding,  abetting,  counselling,  or  procuring'  the  commis- 
sion of  the  offence  of  personation  by  any  person,  at  the 
election  for  which  he  is  returning-  officer,  and  the  costs 
and  expenses  of  the  prosecutor  and  the  witnesses  in 
such  case,  together  with  compensation  for  their  trouble 
and  loss  of  time,  shall  be  allowed  by  the  court  in  the 
same  manner  in  which  courts  are  empowered  to  allow 
the  same  in  cases  of  felony. 


(a)  As  to  other  offences  at  an  election,  see  sect.  3,  ante. 
(6)  With  regard  to  the  "  ballot  paper,"  see  the  24th  to  the 
27th  rules  in  the  first  schedule  to  this  Act,  post,  pp.  47,  48. 
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The  provisions  of  the  Registration  Acts,  specified  in 
the  Third  Schedule  to  tliis  Act,  shall  in  Eng'land  and 
Ireland  respectively  applj^  to  personation  under  this 
Act  in  the  same  manner  as  they  apply  to  a  person  who 
knowinglj'  personates  and  falsely  assumes  to  vote  in  the 
nameof  another  person  as  mentioned  in  the  said  Acts  {a). 


(a)  The  following  are  the  provisions  of  the  English 
Registration  Act,  G  &  7  Vict.  c.  18,  here  referred  to  : — 

85.  And  for  the  more  effectual  detection  of  the  per- 
sonation of  voters  at  elections,  be  it  enacted,  that  it  shall 
he  lawful  for  any  candidate,  at  any  election  of  a  member  or 
members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county,  city,  or 
borough,  previous  to  the  time  fixed  for  taking  the  poll  at 
such  election,  to  nominate  and  appoint  an  agent  or  agents 
on  liis  behalf  to  attend  at  each  or  any  of  the  booths  ap- 
pointed for  taking  the  poll  at  such  election,  for  the  purpose 
of  detecting  personation ;  and  such  candidate  shall  give 
notice  in  writing  to  the  returning  officer,  or  his  respective 
deputy,  of  the  name  and  address  of  the  person  or  persons 
so  appointed  by  him  to  act  as  agents  for  such  purpose; 
and  theieupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  every  such  agent  to 
attend  during  the  time  of  polling  at  the  booth  or  booths 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  so  appointed. 

86.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  at  the  time  any  per- 
son tenders  his  vote  at  such  election,  or  after  he  has  voted, 
and  before  he  leaves  the  polling  booth,  any  such  agent 
so  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  declare  to  the  returning 
officer,  or  his  respective  deputy,  presiding  therein,  that  he 
verily  believes,  and  undertakes  to  prove,  that  the  said  per- 
son so  voting  is  not  in  fact  the  person  in  whose  name  he 
assumes  to  vole,  or  to  the  like  effect,  then  and  in  every 
such  case  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  returning  officer,  or 
his  said  de;)uty,  and  he  is  hereby  required,  immediately 
after  such  person  shall  have  voted,  by  word  of  mouth  to 
order  any  constable  or  other  peace  officer  to  take  the  said 
person  so  voting  into  his  custody,  which  said  order  shall  be 
a  sufficient  warrant  and  authority  to  the  said  constable  or 
peace  officer  for  so  doing  :  Provided  always,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  or  taken  to  authorize 
any  returning  officer,  or  his  deputy,  to  reject  the  vote  of 
any  person  who  shall  answer  in  the  affirmative  the  questions 
authorized  by  this  Act  to  be  put  to  him  at  the  time  of 
polling,  and  shall  take  the  oaths  or  make  the  affirmations 
authorized  and  required  of  him ;  but  the  said  returning 
officer,  or    his  deputy,  shall   cause   the  words,  "  protested 
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against  for  personation,"  to  be  placed  against  the  vote  of 
the  person  so  charged  with  personation  when  entered  in  the 
poll  book. 

87.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  every  such  constable  or  peace 
officer  shall  fake  the  person  so  in  his  custody,  at  the 
earliest  convenient  time,  before  some  two  justices  of  the 
peace  acting  in  and  for  the  county,  city,  or  borough  within 
which  the  said  person  shall  have  so  voted  as  aloiesaid  :  Pro- 
Tided  always,  that  in  case  the  attendance  of  two  such  justices 
as  aforesaid  cannot  be  procured  witliin  the  space  of  three 
hours  after  the  close  of  the  poll  on  the  same  day  on  which 
such  person  shall  have  been  so  taken  into  custody,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  constable  or  peace  officer,  and  he  is 
hereby  required,  at  the  request  of  such  person  so  in  his 
custody,  to  take  him  before  any  one  justice  of  the  peace 
acting  as  aforesaid,  and  such  justice  is  lierehy  authorized  and 
required  to  liberate  such  person  on  his  entering  into  a  recog- 
nizance with  one  sufficient  surety,  conditioned  to  appear 
before  any  two  such  justices  as  aforesaid,  at  a  time  and 
place  to  be  specified  in  such  recognizance,  to  answer  the 
said  charge;  and  if  no  such  justice  shall  ba  found  within 
four  hours  after  the  closing  of  the  said  poll,  then  such  person 
shall  forthwith  be  discharged  from  custody:  Provided  also, 
that  if  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  such  justices  as 
aforesaid,  or  for  any  other  cause,  the  said  charge  cannot  be 
inquired  into  within  the  time  afbi'esaid,  it  shall  be  lawful 
nevertheless  for  any  two  such  justices  as  aforesaid  to  inquire 

into  the  same  on  the  next  or  on  some  other  sub^equent  day, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  issue  their  warrant  for  the  apjjrehension 
of  the  person  so  charged. 

88.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  on  the  hearing  of  the  said 
charge  the  said  two  justices  shall  be  satisfied,  upon  the 
evidence  on  oath  of  not  less  than  two  credible  witnesses, 
that  the  said  person  so  brought  before  tliem  has  knowingly 
personated  and  falsely  assumed  to  vote  in  the  name  of  some 
other  person  within  tfie  meaning  of  this  Act,  and  is  not  in 
fact  the  person  in  whose  name  he  voted,  then  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  two  justices  to  commit  the  said  offender  to 
the  gaol  of  the  county,  city,  or  borough  within  which  the 
offence  was  committed,  to  take  his  trial  according  to  law, 
and  to  bind  over  the  witnesses  in  their  respective  recog- 
nizances to  appear  and  give  evidence  on  such  trial  as  in 
the  case  of  other  misdemeanors. 

89.  And  be  it  enacted,  that  if  the  said  justices  shall 
on  the  hearing  of  the  said  charge  be  satisfied  that  the 
said  person  so  chaiged  with  personation  is  really  and  in 
truth  the   person   in  whose  name   he  voted,  and    that   the 
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The  offence  of  personation  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a 
corrupt  practice  within  the  meaning  of  the  Parliamen- 
tary Elections  Act,  1868  {a). 

If,  on  the  trial  of  any  election  petition  questioning-  the 
election  or  return  for  any  county  or  borough,  any  candi- 
date is  found  by  the  report  of  the  judg-e  by  himself  or 
his  agents  to  have  been  guilty  of  personation,  or  by 
himself  or  his  agents  to  have  aided,  abetted,  counselled, 
or  procured  the  commission   at   such  election   of  the 


charge  of  personation  lias  been  made  against  him  without 
reasonable  or  just  cause,  or  if  the  agent  so  declaring  as 
aforesaid,  or  some  one  on  his  behalf,  shall  not  appear  to 
support  such  cliarge  before  the  said  justices,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  justices  and  they  are  hereby  required  to 
make  an  order  in  writing  under  their  hands,  on  the  said 
agent  so  declaring  as  aforesaid,  to  pay  to  the  said  person  so 
falsely  charged,  if  he  shall  consent  to  accept  the  same,  any 
sum  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  nor  less  than  five 
Dounds,  by  way  of  damages  and  costs ;  and  if  the  said  sum 
shall  not  be  paid  within  twenty-four  houi-s  after  such  order 
shall  have  been  made,  then  the  same  shall  be  levied,  by 
warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  any  justice  of  the  peace 
acting  as  aforesaid,  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  said  agent ;  and  in  case  no  sufficient  goods 
or  chattels  of  the  said  agent  can  be  found  on  which  such  levy 
can  be  made,  then  the  same  shall  be  levied  in  like  manner 
on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  candidate  by  whom  such 
agent  was  so  appointed  to  act;  and  in  case  the  said  sum 
shall  not  be  paid  or  levied  in  the  manner  aforesaid,  then  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  person  to  whom  the  said  sura 
of  money  was  so  oidered  to  be  paid  to  recover  the  same 
from  the  said  agent  or  candidate,  with  full  costs  of  suit,  in 
an  action  of  debt  to  be  brought  in  any  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
superior  courts  of  record  at  Westminster  :  Provided  always, 
that  if  the  person  so  falsely  charged  shall  have  declared  to 
the  said  justices  his  consent  to  accept  such  sum  as  aforesaid 
by  way  of  damages  and  costs,  and  if  the  whole  amount  of 
the  sum  so  ordered  to  be  paid  shall  have  been  paid  or  ten- 
dered to  such  person,  in  every  such  case,  but  not  otherwise, 
the  said  agent,  candidate,  and  every  other  person  shall  be 
released  from  all  actions  or  other  proceedings,  civil  or  crimi- 
nal, for  or  in  respect  of  the  said  charge  and  apprehension. 

(«)  With  regard  to  the  punishment  of  coriupt  practices, 
see  sects.  43—47  of  the  Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  18(38. 
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offence  of  personation  by  any  person,  such  caudidate 
shall  be  incapable  of  being*  elected  or  sitting*  in 
parliament  for  such  county  or  boroug'h  during-  the 
parliament  then  in  existence  (&). 

25.  Where  a  candidate,  on  the  trial  of  an  election  Vote  to  be 
petition  claiming  the  seat  for  any  person,  is  proved  to  bribery, 
have  been  guilty,  by  himself  or  by  any  person  on  his  ^^j*'"?'  °^' 
behalf,  of  bribery,  treating,  or  undue  iniluence  in  respect  flueuce. 
of  any  person  who  voted  at  such  election,  or  where  any 
person  retained  or  emj^loyed  for  reward  by  or  on  behalf 
of  such  candidate  for  all  or  any  of  the  purposes  of  such 
election,  as  agent,  clerk,  messenger,  or  in  any  other 
employment,  is  proved  on  such  trial  to  have  voted  at 
such  election,  there  shall,  on  a  scrutiny,  be  struck  off 
from  the  number  of  votes  appearing  to  have  been  given 
to  such  candidate  one  vote  for  every  person  who  voted 
at  such  election  and  is  proved  to  have  been  so  bribed, 
treated,  or  unduly  influenced,  or  so  retained  or  employed 
for  reward  as  aforesaid. 

26.  This  part  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  Scotland,  A"f^f^°"^ 
subject  to  the  following  provision  : —  applying  to 

The  offence  of  personation  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  ^'^o^^^"'^- 
crime  and  offence,  and  the  rules  of  the  law  of 
Scotland  with  respect  to  apprehension,  detention, 
precognition,  commitment,  and  bail  shall  apply 
thereto,  and  any  person  accused  thereof  may  be 
brought  to  trial  in  the  court  of  justiciarj^,  whether 
in  Ediuburg-h  or  on  circuit,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Lord  Advocate,  or  before  the  sheriff  court,  at  the 
instance  of  the  procurator  fiscal. 


(&)  Note  that  this  disqualification  applies  only  to  the 
parliament  then  in  existence.  The  disqualification  resulting 
from  being  found  guilty  of  corrupt  practices  under  the  Act 
of  1868,  endures  for  the  seven  years  next  after  the  date  of  being 
found  guilty. 

C  3 
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3'S'.  This  part  of  this  Act,  so  far  as  regards  parliamen- 
tary elections,  shall  be  construed  as  one  with  "The 
Parliamentary  Elections  Act,  1868,"  and  shall  apply 
to  an  election  for  a  university  or  combination  of  univer- 
sities (a). 


PART  IV. 

Miscellaneous. 

38.  The  schedules  to  this  Act,  and  the  notes  thereto, 
and  directions  therein,  shall  be  construed  and  have  effect 
as  part  of  this  Act. 

2©.  In  this  Act— 

The  expression  "municipal  borough"  means  any 
place  for  the  time  being  subject  to  the  Municipal 
Corporation  Acts,  or  any  of  them  (b) : 


(a)  The  universities  in  England  entitled  to  return  members 
to  ParliaiTient,  are  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and  London,  The 
combination  of  universities  refers  to  Scotland. 

{h)  The  following  is  a  list  of  municipal  boroughs  in  Eng- 
land under  the  6  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76,  corrected  to  the  present 
time  : — 

Aberavon*  Bewdley 

Aberystwyth  Bideford 

Abingdon  Birmingham* 

Andover  Blackburn* 

Arundel  Blandford  Forum 

Ashton-under-  Bodmin 

Lyne*  Bolton* 

Banbury  Bootle-cura- 

Barnstaple  Linacre* 

Barrow-in-Furness*  Boston* 
Basingstoke  Bradford  (Yorks.) 

Bath  Brecon 

Batley*  Bridgenorth 

Beaumaris  Bridgwater 

Beccles  Bridport 

Bedford  Brighton* 

Ber«ick-on-Tweed     Bristol 
Beverley  Buckingham 


Burnley* 

Bury  St.  Edmunds 
Calne 
Cambridge 
Canterbury 
Cardiflf 
Cardigan 
Carlisle 
Carmarthen 
Carnarvon 
Chard 
Chester 
Chesterfield 
Chichester 
'  Chippenham 
Chipinng  Norton 
Clitlieroe 
Colchester 
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The     expression     "  Municipal    Corporation    Acts "  ''Municipal 

•^  ^  ^  Corporation 

means —  Acts :" 

(«.)  As  regards  England,  the  Act  of  the  session  of 
the  fifth  and  sixth  years  of  the  reign  of  King- 
William  the  Fourth,  chapter  seventy-six, 
intituled  "  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  regulation 
of  municipal  corpoi'ations  in  England  and 
Wales,"  and  the  Acts  amending  the  same : 
{b.)  As  regards  Scotland,  the  Act  of  the  session  of 
the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  King 
William  the  Fourth,  chapter  seventy-six, 
intituled  "  An  Act  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws 
for  the  election  of  Magistrates  and  Coun- 
cillors  of    the   Royal   Burghs  in    Scotland," 


Congleton 

Coventry 

Darlington* 

Dartmouth. 

Daventry 

Deal 

Denbigh 

Derby 

Devizes 

Devonport* 

Dewesbuvy* 

Don  caster 

Dorchester 

Dover 

Droitwich 

Dudley* 

Dunstable* 

Durham 

East  Retford 

Evesham 

Exeter 

Eye 

Falmouth 

Faversham 

Flint 

Folkestone 

Gateshead 

Glastonbury 

Glossop* 


Gloucester 

GofJalming* 

Godmanchester 

Grantham 

Gravesend 

Grimsby 

Guildford 

Halifax* 

Hanley  &  Shelton* 

Hartlepool* 

Harwich 

Hastings 

Haverfordwest 

Hedon* 

Helston 

Hereford 

Hertford 

Honiton* 

H  uddersfield* 

Huntingdon 

Hythe 

Ipswich 

Kendal 

Kidderminster 

Kingston-upou- 

Hull 
Kingston-upon- 

Thames 
King's  Lynn 


Lancaster 

Launceston 

Leeds 

Leicester 

Leominster 

Lewes* 

Lichfield 

Lincoln 

Liskeard 

Liverpool 

Llandovery 

Llanidloes 

Longton* 

Louth 

Ludlow 

Lyme  Regis 

Lymington 

Macclesfield 

Maidenhead 

Maidstone 

Maldon 

Manchester* 

Margate* 

Marlborough 

Middlesborough* 

Monmouth 

Morpeth 

Neath 

Newark 
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and  the  Act  of  the  same  session,  chapter 
seventy-seven,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  and  election  of  Magis- 
trates and  Councillors  for  the  several  Burghs 
and  Towns  of  Scotland  which  now  return  or 
contribute  to  return  Members  to  Parliament, 
and  are  not  Royal  Burghs,"  and  the  Act  of 
the  session  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty, 
chapter  thirty-three,  intituled    "  An    Act   to 


Newbury 

Newcastle  -  under - 
Lyne 

Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne 

Newpoit(r.  of  W.) 

Newport  (Mon.) 

North  am  pton 

Norwich 

Nottingham 

Oldham* 

Oswestry 

Oxford 

Pembroke 

Penryn 

Penzance 

Plymouth 

Pontefract 

Poole 

Portsmouth 

Preston 

Pwllheli 

Reading 

Reigate* 

Richmond  (Yorks.) 

Ripon 

Rochdale* 

Rochester 

Rouisey 

Rotherham* 


Ruthin 

Rvde* 

Rye 

St.  Alban's 
St.  Helens 

(Lancaster)* 
St.  Ives 

Saffron  Walden 
Salford* 
Sandwich 
Sarum,  New 
Scarborough 
Shaftesbury 
Sheffield* 
Shrewsbury 
Southampton 
South  Molton 
Southport* 
South  Shields* 
Soth  Wold 
Stafford 
Stalcybridge* 
Stamford 
Stockport 
Stockton 

S  tratfoi'd  -  on- A  von 
Sudbury 
Sunderland 
Swansea 
Tamworth 


Tenby 

Tenterden 

Tewkesbury 

Thetford 

Ti  verton 

Torrington 

Totnes 

Tiuro 

Tynemouth* 

Wakefield* 

Wallingford 

Walsall 

Warrington* 

Warwick 

Welchpool 

Wells 

Wenlock 

Weymouth  and 

Melcombe  Regis 
Wigan 
Winchester 
Windsor 
Wisbeach 
Worcester 
Wolverhampton* 
Wrexham* 
Yarmouth,  Great 
Yeovil* 
Yoik 
Wycombe  • 


The  boroughs  marked  with  an  asterisk  have  had  charters 
granted  to  them,  constituting  them  municipal  boroughs  since 
the  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c.  76. 
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make  more  effectual  provision  for  regulating 
the  Police  of  Towns  and  populous  Places  in 
Scotland,  and  for  paving,  draining,  cleansing, 
lighting,  and  improving  the  same ;"  and 
"  The  General  Police  and  Improvement 
(Scotland)  Act,  1862,"  and  any  Acts  amend- 
ing the  same : 

(c.)  As  regards  Ireland,  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the 
third  and  fourth  years  of  the  reign  of  Her 
present  Majesty,  chapter  one  hundred  and 
eight,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the  Regulation 
of  Municipal  Corporations  in  Ireland,"  the 
Act  of  the  ninth  year  of  George  the  Fourth, 
chapter  eighty-two,  The  Towns  Improvement 
(Ireland)  Act,  1854,  and  every  local  and  per- 
sonal Act  providing'  for  the  election  of  com- 
missioners in  any  towns  or  places  for  purposes 
similar  to  the  purposes  of  the  said  Acts. 

The  expression  "  municipal  election  "  means —  "Municipal 

election." 
(rt)  As  regards  England,  an  election  of  any  person  to 

serve    the    office    of    councillor,    auditor,    or 

assessor    of    any  municipal   borough,    or    of 

councillor  for  a  ward  of  a  municipal  borough ; 

and 

(Z>.)  As  regards  Scotland,  an  election  of  any  person  to 
sei've  the  office  of  councillor  or  commissioner 
of  any  municipal  borough,  or  of  a  ward  or 
district  of  any  municipal  borough  : 

(c.)  As  regards  Ireland,  an  election  of  any  person  to 
serve  the  office  of  alderman,  councillor,  com- 
missioner, municipal  commissioner,  town  com- 
missioner, township  commissioner,  or  assessor 
of  any  municipal  borough. 

30.  This  Act  shall  apply  to  any  parliamentary  or  Application 
municipal  election  which  may  be  held  after  the  passing  °^  •^<^*- 
thereof. 


Short  title. 


Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Elections. 

31.  Nothing  in  this  Act,  except  Part  III.  thereof, 
shall  apply  to  any  election  for  a  university  or  combi- 
nation of  universities  (a). 

Repeal. 

3S.  The  Acts  specified  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth 
schedules  to  this  Act,  to  the  extent  specified  in  the  third 
column  of  those  schedules,  and  all  other  enactments 
inconsistent  with  this  Act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Provided  that  this  repeal  shall  not  affect — 

{a.)  Anything  duly  done  or  suffered  under  any  enact- 
ment hereby  repealed ;  or 

{h.)  Any  right  or  habihty  acquired,  accrued,  or  in- 
curred under  any  enactment  hereby  repealed  ; 
or 

{c.)  Any  penalty,  forfeiture,  or  punishment  incurred 
in  respect  of  any  offence  committed  -ag'ainst 
any  enactment  hereby  repealed ;  or 

{d.)  Any  investigation,  legal  proceeding-,  or  remedy  in 
respect  of  any  such  right,  liability,  penalty,  for- 
feiture, or  punishment  as  aforesaid ;  and  any 
such  investigation, legal  proceeding,  and  remedy 
may  be  carried  on  as  if  this  Act  had  not 
passed. 

33,  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  The  Ballot  Act,  1872, 
and  shall  continue  in  foi'ce  till  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
no  longer,  unless  parhament  shall  otherwise  determine ; 
and  on  the  said  day  the  Acts  in  the  fourth,  fifth  and 
sixth  schedules  shall  be  thereupon  revived;  provided 
that  such  revival  shall  not  affect  any  act  done,  any 
rights  acquired,  any  hability  or  penalty  incurred,  or  any 
proceeding  pending  under  this  Act,  but  such  proceeding- 
shall  be  carried  on  as  if  this  Act  had  continued  in 
force. 


(a)  See  note  to  sect.  27,  ante,  p.  34. 
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SCHEDULES. 


FIRST  SCHEDULE. 

PART  I. 

Rules  fok  Pakliajientary  Elections. 

Election. 

1.  The  returning  officer  shall,  in  the  case  of  a  county 
election,  Avithin  two  days  after  the  day  on  which  he 
receives  the  writ,  and  in  the  case  of  a  borough  election, 
on  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the  writ  or  the  follow- 
ing day,  give  public  notice  {b),  between  the  hours  of  nine 
in  the  morning  and  four  in  the  afternoon,  of  the  day  ou 
which  and  the  place  at  which  he  will  proceed  to  an 
election,  and  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  election,  and 
of  the  day  on  which  the  poU  will  be  taken  in  case  the 
election  is  contested,  and  of  the  time  and  j^lace  at  which 
forms  of  nomination  papers  may  be  obtained,  and  in  the 
case  of  a  county  election  shall  send  one  of  such  notices 


(J)  See  the  form  of  notice  of  parliamentary  election,  post, 
p.  67.  Note  that  this  rule  does  not  class  a  district  borough 
with  a  county,  as  is  the  case  in  the  next  rule,  p.  40. 

By  s.  61  of  the  2  Will.  4,  c.  45,  the  sheriffs  of  counties 
are  to  cause  proclamation  to  be  made  in  each  division  of  their 
respective  counties  of  the  days  fixed  for  the  election  ;  that  is, 
for  each  division  respectively  at  the  place  fixed  by  the  Boun- 
dary Act  as  the  principal  place  of  election  for  that  division ; 
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by  post,  under  cover,  to  the  postmaster  of  the  principal 
post  oiEce  of  each  polhng  place  in  the  county,  endorsed 
with  the  words,  "  Notice  of  election,"  and  the  same  shall 
be  forwarded  free  of  charg-e ;  and  the  postmaster  receiving' 
the  same  shall  forthwith  publish  the  same  in  the  manner 
in  which  post  office  notices  are  usually  published  («). 

2.  The  day  of  election  shall  be  fixed  by  the  returning 
officer  as  follows ;  that  is  to  saj^,  in  the  case  of  an  election 
for  a  county  or  a  district  borough  not  later  than  the 
ninth  day  after  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the  writ, 
with  an  interval  of  not  less  than  three  clear  days  between 
the  day  on  which  he  gives  the  notice  and  the  day  of 
election;  and  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  any  borough 
other  than  a  district  borough  not  later  than  the  fourth 
day  after  the  day  on  which  he  receives  the  writ,  with 
an  interval  of  not  less  than  two  clear  days  between 
the  day  on  wliich  he  gives  the  notice  and  the  day  of 
election  [b). 

3.  The  place  of  election  shall  be  a  convenient  room 
situate  in  the  town  in  which  such  election  would  have 
been  held  if  this  Act  had  not  passed,  or  where  the  elec- 

and  in  counties  not  divided,  notice  must  be  given  as  before  the 
2  Will.  4,  c.  45,  that  is,  by  causing  proclamation  to  be  made 
at  the  place  where  the  ensuing  election  ought  by  law  to  be 
holden,  of  a  special  county  court,  to  be  there  holden  for  the 
purpose  of  such  election  only  (25  Geo.  3,  c.  84,  s.  4).  In 
boroughs  the  returning  officer  is,  by  16  &  17  Vict.  c.  68,  s.  3,  . 
to  cause  proclamation  to  be  made  in  the  borough. 

(a)  Note  that  it  is  the  "  principal "  post  office  of  the  polling 
place  to  which  the  notice  is  to  be  sent.  It  will  not  suffice  to 
send  it  to  the  sub-post  office  of  the  polling  place;  and  it  will 
no  doubt  often  happen  that  the  principal  post  office  is  at  some 
distance  from  the  polling  place. 

Post  office  notices  are  usually  published  by  affixing  them 
on  the  wall  immediately  adjoining  the  post-office  window  or 
letter  receiving  box. 

(6)  A  table  lor  nomination  and  taking  the  poll  has  been  com- 
puted for  this  work.  See  post,  p.  93.  See  also  note  to 
rule  14,  post. 


35  4'  36  Viet.  Cap.  Q3.— First  Schedule. 

tion  would  not  have  been  held  in  a  town,  then  situate 
in  such  town  in  the  county  as  the  returning  officer  may 
from  time  to  time  determine  as  being  in  his  opinion 
most  convenient  for  the  electors  (c). 

4.  The  time  appointed  for  the  election  shall  be  such 
two  hours  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  forenoon  and 
three  in  the  afternoon  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
returning'  officer,  and  the  returning  officer  shall  attend 
during  those  two  hours  and  for  one  hour  after  (d). 

5.  Each  candidate  shall  be  nominated  by  a  separate 
nomination  paper,  but  the  same  electors  or  any  of  them 
may  subscribe  as  many  nomination  papers  as  there  are 
vacancies  to  be  filled,  but  no  more  (e). 

6.  Each  candidate  shall  be  described  in  the  nomination 
paper  in  such  manner  as  in  the  opinion  of  the  returning 
officer  is  calculated  to  sufficiently  identify  such  candidate; 
the  description  shall  include  his  names,  his  abode,  and 
his  rank,  profession,  or  calling,  and  his  surname  shall 
come  first  in  the  list  of  his  names.  No  objection  to  a 
nomination  paper  on  the  ground  of  the  description  of 
the  candidate  therein  being  insufficient,  or  not  being  in 
compliance  with  this  rule,  shall  be  allowed  or  deemed 
valid,  unless  such  objection  is  made  hj  the  returning 
officer,  or  by  some  other  i3erson,  at  or  immediately  after 
the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  nomination  paper  (f). 

7.  The  returning  officer  shall  supply  a  form  of  nomi- 
nation paper  to  any  registered  elector  requiring  the  same 

(c)  The  room  to  be  used  as  the  "place  of  election"  is 
different  from  the  room  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  poll, 
referred  to  iu  sect.  6,  ante.  That  section  will  not  apply  to 
the  room  used  as  the  place  of  election. 

(d)  The  "two  hours"  and  one  hour  after  must  be  conse- 
cutive hours. 

(e)  See  the  form  of  nomination  paper,  pos^,  p.  68. 
(/)  See  also  rule  12,  post,  p.  44,  as  to  objections. 
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during  such  two  hours  as  the  returning  officer  may  fix, 
between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  morning  and  two  in  the 
afternoon  on  each  day  intervening  between  the  day  on 
which  notice  of  the  election  was  given  and  the  day  of 
election,  and  during-  the  time  appointed  for  the  election ; 
but  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  render  obligatory  the  use 
of  a  nomination  paper  supplied  by  the  returning  officer, 
so,  however,  that  the  paper  be  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
this  Act. 

8.  The  nomination  papers  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
returning  officer  at  the  place  of  election  during  the  time 
appointed  for  the  election  («) :  and  the  candidate  nominated 
by  each  nomination  paper,  and  his  proposer  and  seconder, 
and  one  other  person  selected  by  the  candidate  (6),  and  no 
person  other  than  aforesaid,  shall,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  assisting-  the  returning  officer,  be  entitled  to  attend 
the  proceedings  during  the  time  appointed  for  the 
election  (c), 

9.  If  the  election  is  contested  the  returning-  officer  shall, 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  adjourning-  the  election  {d), 
give  public  notice  of  the  day  on  which  the  poll  will  be 
taken  ((?),and  of  the  candidates  described  as  in  their  respec- 
tive nomination  papers,  and  of  the  names  of  the  persons 
who  subscribe  the  nomination  paper  of  each  candidate, 
and  of  the  order  in  which  the  names  of  the  candidates 


(«)  See  rule  4,  mite,  p.  41,  as  to  the  time  of  election, 
(fc)  See  rule  31,  j)Ost,  p.   51,  as  to  the  appointment  of 
agents. 

(c)  It  may  happen  that  the  same  candidate  is  nominated  in 
more  than  one  nomination  paper;  but  the  Act  is  silent  as  to 

such  a  contingency. 

(d)  As  to  the  adjournment  of  the  election,  see  sect.  1,  ante, 
p.  2. 

(e)  See  rule  14,  post,  p.  44,  as  to  the  day  on  which  the 
poll  is  to  be  taken. 
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will  be  printed  in  the  ballot  paper,  and,  in  tbe  case  of 
an  election  for  a  county,  deliver  to  the  postmaster  of  the 
principal  post  office  of  the  town  in  which  is  situate  the 
place  of  election  (f)  a  paper,  signed  bj' himself,  containing 
the  names  of  the  candidates  nominated,  and  stating*  the 
day  on  which  the  poll  is  to  be  taken,  and  the  postmaster 
shall  forward  the  information  contained  in  such  paper 
by  telegraph,  free  of  charge,  to  the  several  postal  tele- 
graph offices  situate  in  the  county  for  which  the  election 
is  to  be  held,  and  such  information  shall  be  published 
forthwith  at  each  such  office  in  the  manner  in  which 
post  office  notices  are  usually  pubHshed. 

10.  If  any  candidate  nominated  during  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  election  is  withdrawn  in  pursuance  of 
this  Act  (/7 ),  the  returning  officer  shall  give  public  notice  of 
the  name  of  such  candidate,  and  the  names  of  the 
persons  who  subscribed  the  nomination  paper  of  such 
candidate,  as  well  as  of  the  candidates  who  stood  nomi- 
nated or  were  elected. 

11.  The  returning  officer  shall,  on  the  nomination 
paper  being  dehvered  to  him,  forthwith  publish  notice 
of  the  name  of  the  person  nominated  as  a  candidate,  and 
of  the  names  of  his  proposer  and  seconder,  by  placarding 
or  causing  to  be  placarded  the  names  of  the  candidate 
and  his  proposer  and  seconder  in  a  conspicuous  position 
outside  the  building-  in  which  the  room  is  situate  ap- 
pointed for  the  election  (h). 


{/)  See  note  to  rule  1,  ante, -p.  40,  as  to  tiie  "principal 
post  office." 

(g)  As  to  the  withdrawal  of  a  candidate,  see  sect.  1,  aiite, 
p.  2. 

(h)  Each  candidate,  as  he  is  nominated,  will  be  posted  as 
directed  by  this  section ;  and  where  there  are  naore  than  one 
nominated  in  the  same  nomination  paper,  all  their  names 
will  be  posted ;  the  rule,  however,  it  will  be  noticed,  speaks  of 
the  candidate  in  the  singular  only. 
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12.  A  person  shall  not  be  entitled  to  have  his  name 
inserted  in  any  ballot  pajser  as  a  candidate  unless  he  has 
been  nominated  in  manner  provided  by  this  Act  (a),  and 
every  person  whose  nomination  paper  has  been  delivered 
to  the  returning  officer  during-  the  time  appointed  for 
the  election  [b)  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  nominated 
in  manner  provided  by  this  Act,  unless  objection  be 
made  to  his  nomination  paper  by  the  returning  officer  or 
some  other  person  before  the  expiration  of  the  time 
appointed  for  the  election  or  within  one  hour  after- 
wards (c). 

13.  The  returning  officer  shall  decide  on  the  validity 
of  every  objection  made  to  a  nomination  paper,  and  his 
decision,  if  disallowing  the  objection,  shall  be  final ;  but 
if  allowing  the  same,  shall  be  subject  to  reversal  on 
petition  questioning  the  election  or  return  {d). 

The  Poll. 

14.  The  poll  shall  take  place  on  such  day  as  the 
returning  officer  may  appoint,  not  being  in  the  case  of 
an  election  for  a  county  or  a  district  borough  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  six  clear  daj-s,  and*  not  being  in  the 
case  of  an  election  for  a  borough  other  than  a  district 
borough  more  than  three  clear  days  after  the  day  fixed 
for  the  election  (e). 

(a)  See  rules  5  and  6,  ante,  p.  41. 

(6)  See  rule  4,  ante,  p.  41,  as  to  the  time  appointed  for 
the  election. 

(c)  See  also  rule  6,  ante,  p.  41,  as  to  objections. 

{(l)  See  31  &  32  Vict.  c.  125,  as  to  election  petitions, 
(e)  As  regards  the  day  for  giving  notice  and  the  day  for 
election,  see  rules  1  and  2,  ante,  pp.  39,  40,  and  the  fable 
of  Days,  post,  p.  03. 

Note  that  in  this  rule  the  words  are  "  not  vwre  than  six 
clear  days ;"  whilst  in  rule  2  the  words  are  "  not  less  than 
three  clear  days.  Looking  at  the  ambiguity  of  the  former 
expression,  it  will  be  prudent  to  take  the  poll  not  later  than 
on  the  sixth  or  third  day,  as  the  case  may  be,  after  the  day 
of  election. 

The  poll  in  a  county  "  shall  commence  at  eight  o'clock 


35  ^  36  Via.  Cap.  33.— First  Schedule.  46 

15.  At  every  polling-  place  the  returning  officer  shall 
provide  a  sufficient  number  of  polling-  stations  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  electors  entitled  to  vote  at  such 
polling  place,  and  shall  distribute  the  polling  stations 
amongst  those  electors  in  such  manner  as  he  thinks 
most  convenient,  provided  that  in  a  district  borough 
there  shall  be  at  least  one  polling  station  at  each  con- 
tributory place  of  such  borough  (/). 

16.  Each  polling  station  shall  be  furnished  with  such 
number  of  compartments,  in  which  the  voters  can  mark 
their  votes  screened  from  observation,  as  the  returning- 
oflScer  thinks  necessary,  so  that  at  least  one  compartment 
be  provided  for  every  one  hundred  and  fifty  electors 
entitled  to  vote  at  such  polling  station. 

17.  A  separate  room  or  separate  booth  may  contain  a 
sejjarate  polling  station,  or  several  polling  stations  may 
be  constructed  in  the  same  room  or  booth. 

18.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  polling 
station  except  the  one  allotted  to  him  (g). 

19.  The  returning  officer  shall  give  public  notice  of 
the  situation  of  polling-  stations  and  the  description  of 
voters  entitled  to  vote  at  each  station,  and  of  the  mode 
in  which  electors  are  to  vote. 


in  the  forenoon,  and  be  kept  open  until  five  in  the  afternoon" 
(16  &  17  Vict.  e.  15,  s.  2).  In  boroughs  the  poll  commences 
at  eight  o'clock,  and  closes  at  four  o'clock  (5  &  6  Will.  4, 
c.  36,  s.  2). 

(/)  Under  sect.  5,  ante,  p.  8,  the  county  or  borough  is  to  be 
divided  into  "polling  districts,"  and  a  "polling  place"  is 
to  be  assigned  to  each  district  of  a  county.  A  "polling 
station"  is  a  room  or  booth  having  separate  polling  compart- 
ments. As  to  the  definition  of  a  polling  place  in  a  borough, 
see  rule  57,  post,  p.  60. 

(g)  As  to  the  allotment  of  polling  stations,  see  rule  19, 
infra. 
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20.  The  returning  officer  shall  provide  each  polling- 
station  with  materials  for  voters  to  mark  the  ballot 
papers,  with  instruments  for  stamping  thereon  the 
official  mark,  and  with  copies  of  the  register  of  voters, 
or  such  part  thereof  as  contains  the  names  of  the  voters 
allotted  to  vote  at  such  station.  He  shall  keep  the 
official  mark  secret,  and  an  interval  of  not  less  than 
.seven  years  shall  intervene  between  the  use  of  the  same 
official  mark  at  elections  for  the  same  county  or  borough. 

21.  The  returning  officer  shall  appoint  a  presiding 
officer  to  preside  at  each  station,  and  the  officer  so  ap- 
pointed shall  keep  order  at  his  station,  shall  regulate  the 
number  of  electors  to  be  admitted  at  a  time,  and  shall 
exclude  all  other  persons  except  the  clerks,  the  agents  of 
the  candidates,  and  the  constables  on  duty. 

22.  Every  ballot  paper  shall  contain  a  list  of  the  can- 
didates described  as  in  their  respective  nomination  papers, 
and  arranged  alphabetically-  in  the  order  of  their  sur- 
names, and  (if  there  are  two  or  more  candidates  with 
the  same  surname)  of  their  other  names  :  it  shall  be  in 
the  form  set  forth  in  the  second  schedule  to  this  Act  or 
as  near  thereto  as  circumstances  admit,  and  shall  be 
capable  of  being  folded  up  («). 

23.  Every  ballot  box  shall  be  so  constructed  that  the 
ballot  papers  can  be  introduced  therein,  but  cannot  be 
withdrawn  therefrom,  without  the  box  being  unlocked. 
The  presiding  officer  at  any  polling  station,  just  before  the 
commencement  of  the  poll  (b),  shall  show  the  ballot  box 
empty  to  such  persons,  if  any,  as  may  be  present  in  such 
station,  so  that  they  may  see  that  it  is  empty,  and  shall 
then  lock  it  up,  and  place  his  seal  upon  it  in  such  man- 

(«)  See  the  form  of  ballot  paper,  post,  p.  70. 
(6)  See  note  to  rule  14,  ante,  p.  44,  as  to    coramence- 
tnent  of  poll. 
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ner  as  to  prevent  its  being-  opened  without  breaking-  such 
seal,  and  shall  place  it  in  his  view  for  the  receipt  of  ballot 
papers,  and  keep  it  so  locked  and  sealed. 

24.  Immediately  before  a  ballot  paper  is  delivered  to 
an  elector,  it  shall  be  marked  on  both  sides  with  the 
official  mark  {c),  either  stamped  or  perforated,  and  the 
number,  name,  and  description  of  the  elector  as  stated 
in  the  copy  of  the  register  shall  be  called  out,  and  the 
number  of  such  elector  shall  be  marked  on  the  counter- 
foil, and  a  mark  shall  be  placed  in  the  reg-ister  against 
the  number  of  the  elector,  to  denote  that  he  has  re- 
ceived a  ballot  paper,  but  without  showing'  the  particular 
ballot  paper  which  he  has  received. 

25.  The  elector,  on  receiving'  the  ballot  paper,  shall 
forthwith  proceed  into  one  of  the  compartments  in  the 
polling  station,  and  there  mark  his  paper,  and  fold  it  up 
so  as  to  conceal  his  vote,  and  shall  then  put  his  ballot 
paper,  so  folded  up,  into  the  ballot  box  ;  he  shall  vote 
without  undue  delay,  and  shall  quit  the  polling  station 
as  soon  as  he  has  put  his  ballot  paper  into  the  ballot 
box  {d). 

26.  The  presiding  officer,  on  the  application  of  any 
voter  who  is  incapacitated  by  blindness  or  other  physical 
cause  from  voting-  in  manner  prescribed  by  this  Act,  or 
(if  the  poll  be  taken  on  Saturday)  of  any  voter  who  de- 
clares that  he  is  of  the  Jewish  persuasion,  and  objects  on 
religious  grounds  to  vote  in  manner  prescribed  by  this 
Act,  or  of  any  voter  who  makes  such  a  declaration  as 
hereinafter  mentioned  that  he  is  unable  to  read  (<?),  shall, 
in  the  presence,  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  cause 
the  vote  of  such  voter  to  be  marked  on  a  ballot  paper  in 
manner  directed  by  such  voter,  and  the  ballot  paper  to 

(c)  See  rule  20,  ante,  p.  46,  as  to  the  official  mark. 

(d)  See  the  form  of  directions  to  the  voter,  post,  p.  71. 

(e)  See  the  form  of  declaration,  post,  p.  72. 
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be  placed  in  the  ballot  box,  and  the  name  and  number 
on  the  register  of  voters  of  every  voter  whose  vote  is 
marked  in  pursuance  of  this  rule,  and  the  reason  why  it 
is  so  marked,  shall  be  entered  on  a  list,  in  this  Act  called 
"the  list  of  votes  marked  by  the  presiding  officer." 

The  said  declaration,  in  this  Act  referred  to  as '' the 
declaration  of  inability  to  read,"  shall  be  made  by  the 
voter  at  the  time  of  polling,  before  the  presiding  oificer, 
who  shall  attest  it  in  the  form  hereinafter  mentioned  [a), 
and  no  fee,  stamp,  or  other  payment  shall  be  charged  in 
respect  of  such  declaration,  and  the  said  declaration 
shall  be  given  to  the  presiding  officer  at  the  time  of 
voting. 

27.  If  aperson,  representing  himself  to  be  a  particular 
elector  named  on  the  register,  applies  for  a  ballot  paper 
after  another  person  has  voted  as  such  elector,  the  ap- 
plicant shall,  upon  duly  answering  the  questions  and 
taking  the  oath  permitted  by  law  to  be  asked  of  and  to 
be  administered  to  voters  at  the  time  of  polling  (b),  be 

(a)  See  the  form  of  declaration  and  attestation,  post,  p.  72. 

(6)  By  6  Vict.  c.  18,  s.  81,  in  all  elections  whatever  of  a 
member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county, 
riding,  parts  or  division  of  a  county  or  for  any  city  or  borough 
in  England  or  Wales,  or  the  town  of  Berwick-upon-Tweed,  no 
inquiry  shall  be  permitted  at  the  time  of  polling  as  to  the  right 
of  any  person  to  vote,  except  only  as  follows  ;  (that  is  to  say,) 
that  the  returning  officer  or  his  respective  deputy  shall,  if  re- 
quired on  behalf  of  any  candidate,  put  to  any  voter  at  the 
time  of  his  tendering  his  vote,  and  not  afterwards,  the 
following  questions,  or  either  of  them  : 

1.  Are  you  the  same  person  whose  name  appears  as  A,  B. 

on  the  register  of  voters  now  in  lorce  for  the  county  of 
[or  for  the  riding,  parts,  or  division 

of  the  county  of  ]>  or  for  the  city   \_or  borough] 

of  [ns  the  case  inay  he\  1 

2.  Have  you  already  voted,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  at 

this  election  for  the  county  of  \_or  for  the 

riding,  parts,  or  division  of  the  county  of  ], 

or  for  the  city  [or  borough]    of  [«s  the  case 

may  6c]  ? 
And  if  any  person  shall  wilfully  make  a  false  answer  to  either 
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entitled  to  mark  a  ballot  paper  in  the  same  manner  as 
any  other  votei'  (<?),  but  the  ballot  paper  (in  this  Act  called 
a  tendered  ballot  paper)  shall  be  of  a  colour  differing' 
from  the  other  ballot  papers,  and,  instead  of  being'  put 
into  the  ballot  box,  shall  be  given  to  the  presiding-  officer 
and  endorsed  by  him  with  the  name  of  the  voter  and  his 
number  in  the  register  of  voters,  and  set  aside  in  a 
separate  packet  {d),  and  shall  not  be  counted  by  the  re- 
turning- officer.  And  the  name  of  the  voter  and  his 
number  on  the  register  shall  be  entered  on  a  list,  in  this 
Act  called  the  tendered  votes  list. 

28.  A  voter  who  has  inadvertently  dealt  with  his  ballot 
paper  in  such  manner  that  it  cannot  be  conveniently 
used  as  a  ballot  paper,  may,  on  delivering  to  the  pre- 
siding officer  the  ballot  paper  so  inadvertently  dealt 
with,  and  proving  the  fact  of  the  inadvertence  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  presiding  officer,  obtain  another 
ballot  paper  in  the  place  of  the  ballot  paper  so  delivered 


of  the  questions  aforesaid  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanoi-,  and  shall  and  may  be  indicted  and  punished 
accordingly  ;  and  the  returning  officer  or  his  deputy,  or  a 
commissioner  or  commissioners  to  be  for  tliat  purpose  by  law 
appointed,  shall,  if  required  on  behalf  of  any  candidate  at  the 
time  aforesaid,  administer  an  oath  to  any  voter  in  the  follow- 
ing form : — 

«c  VOU  do  swear  \_or  affirm,  as  the  case  viay  6e],  that  you 

are  the  same  person  whose  name  appears  as  A.  B.  on 

the  register  of  voters  now  in  force  for  the  county  of  or 

for  the  riding,  parts,  or  division  of  the  county  of 

or  for  the  city  or  borough  of  [«s  the  case  may 

&e],  and  that  you  have  not  before  voted,  either  here  or  else- 

whei'e,  at  the  present  election  for  the  county  of  [or  for 

the  riding,  parts,  or  division   of  the  county   of 

]  or  for  the  city  or  borough  of  [as  the  case  may 

6e].     So  help  you  GOD." 

(c)  See  the  two  preceding  clausea  as  to  the  voter  marking 
his  ballot  paper. 

{d)  See  infra,  clause  29  (3). 

D 


50  ParUamentary  mid  3funicipal  Elections. 

up  (in  this  Act  called   a  spoilt  ballot  paper),  and  the 
spoilt  ballot  paper  shall  be  immediately  cancelled  {a). 

29.  The  presiding  officer  of  each  station,  as  soon  as 
practicable  after  the  close  of  the  poll,  shall,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  make  up  into 
separate  packets  sealed  with  his  own  seal  and  the  seals  of 
such  agents  of  the  candidates  as  desire  to  affix  their 
seals, — 

(1.)  Each  ballot  box  in  use  at  his  station,  unopened 
but  with  the  key  attached ;  and 

(2.)  The  unused  and  spoilt  ballot  papers,  placed  to- 
gether; and 

(3.)  The  tendered  ballot  papers  {b) ;  and 

(4 .)  The  marked  copies  of  the  register  of  voters  (c),  and 
the  counterfoils  of  the  ballot  papers  {d) ;  and 

(5.)  The  tendered  votes  list  {e),  and  the  list  of  votes 
marked  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  the  voters  whose  votes 
are  so  marked  by  the  presiding  officer  under 
the  heads  "  physical  incapacity,"  "  Jews,"  and 
"  unable  to  read,"  and  the  declarations  of 
inability  to  read  (,/ ) ; 
and  shall  deliver  such  packets  to  the  returning  officer  (^). 

30.  The  packets  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  statement 
made  by  such  presiding  officer,  showing  the  number  of 
ballot  papers  entrusted  to  him,  and  accounting  for  them 
under  the  heads  of  ballot  papers  in  the  ballot  box,  un- 

(rt)  The  presiding  officer  will  cancel  the  spoilt  ballot  paper 
in  any  manner  he  may  think  fit,  but  he  must  not  destroy  it. 

(6)  See  clause  27,  ante,  p.  48. 

(c)  See  clause  24,  ante,  p.  47. 

(^d)  See  clause  24,  aw^e,  p.  47.  As  the  unused  ballot  papers 
are  to  be  made  up  into  a  separate  packet  with  the  spoilt  ballot 
papers,  they  must  be  severed  from  the  counterfoils  to  enable 
the  presiding  officer  to  comply  with  this  requirement. 

(e)  See  clause  27,  ante,  p.  48. 

(/)  See  clause  26,  ante,  p.  47. 

(<;)  See  sect.  2  and  note  (c),  ante,  p.  5. 
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used,  spoilt,  and  tendered  ballot  papers,  wliicb  statement 
is  in  this  Act  referred  to  as  the  ballot  paper  account. 

Counting  Votes. 

31.  The  candidates  may  respectively  ajDpoint  agents 
to  attend  the  counting-  of  the  votes  (A). 

32.  The  returning-  officer  shall  make  arrangements 
for  counting-  the  votes  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of 
the  candidates  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  close  of  the 
poll,  and  shall  give  to  the  agents  of  the  candidates  ap- 
pointed to  attend  at  the  counting  of  the  votes  notice  in 
writing  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  he  will  begin  to 
count  the  same  (i). 

33.  The  returning  officer,  his  assistants  and  clerks, 
and  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  and  no  other  person, 
except  with  the  sanction  of  the  returning  officer,  may 
be  present  at  the  counting-  of  the  votes, 

34.  Before  the  returning  officer  proceeds  to  count  the 
votes,  he  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the 
candidates,  open  each  ballot  box,  and,  taking  out  the 
papers  therein,  shall  count  and  record  the  number  thereof, 
and  then  mix  together  the  whole  of  the  ballot  papers 
contained  in  the  ballot  boxes  {k).  The  returning  officer, 
while  counting  and  recording  the  number  of  ballot 
papers   and  counting  the  votes,  shall  keep  the  ballot 

(h)  See  clause  51  as  to  the  candidate  undertaking  the  duties 
of  an  agent,  and  clauses  62,  d'3,  and  54,  post,  p.  58.  If  the 
candidate  should  act  as  his  own  agent,  or  assist  his  agent,  and 
be  present  at  the  polling  place,  it  will  not  be  necessary  that  he 
should  make  a  statutory  declaration  of  secrecy  under  clause  54, 
post.  No  limit  is  placed  by  the  Act  upon  the  number  of  agents  j 
that  a  candidate  may  appoint ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that      j  y 

an  unreasonable  number  will  be  appointed  by  any  candidate.        ' 

(i)  As  to  the  place  of  election  where  the  counting  of  the 
votes  is  to  take  place,  see  clause  1,  ante,  p.  39,  and  noJe 
thereon  ;  see  also  clause  48,  pose,  p.  57. 

(k)  Not  those  papers  contained  in  one  box  only,  but  the 

ballot  papers  contained  in  the  whole  of  the  ballot  boxes,  are 

to  be  mixed  together,  and  in  the  process  of  mixing,  care  must 

be  taken  not  to  show  the  numbers  on  the  backs  of  the  papers. 

D  2 
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papers  with  their  faces  upwards,  and  take  all  proper 
precautions  for  preventing  anj^  person  from  seeing  the 
numbers  printed  on  the  backs  of  such  papers. 

35.  The  returning  officer  shall,  so  far  as  practicable, 
proceed  continuously  with  counting  the  votes,  allowing 
only  time  for  refreshment,  and  excluding  (except  so  far 
as  he  and  the  agents  otherwise  agree)  the  hours  between 
seven  o'clock  at  night  and  nine  o'clock  on  the  succeeding 
morning.  During  the  excluded  time  the  returning* 
officer  shall  place  the  ballot  papers  and  other  documents 
relating  to  the  election  under  his  own  seal  and  the  seals 
of  such  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates  as  desire  to  affix 
their  seals,  and  shall  otherwise  take  proper  precautions 
for  the  security  of  such  papers  and  documents. 

36.  The  returning  officer  shall  endorse  "rejected"  on 
any  ballot  paper  which  he  may  reject  as  invalid,  and 
shall  add  to  the  endorsement  "  rejection  objected  to,"  if 
an  objection  be  in  fact  made  by  any  agent  to  his  decision. 
The  returning-  officer  shall  report  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  in  Chancery  the  number  of  ballot  papers  rejected 
and  not  counted  by  him  under  the  several  heads  of — 

1.  Want  of  official  mark  («); 

2.  Voting  for  more  candidates  than  entitled  to  ; 

3.  Writing  or  mark  by  which  voter  could  be  iden- 
tified ; 

4.  Unmarked  or  void  for  uncertainty ; 

and  shall  on  request  allow  any  agents  of  the  candidates, 
before  such  report  is  sent,  to  copy  it. 

37.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  counting,  the  returning 
officer  shall  seal  up  in  separate  packets  the  counted  and 
rejected  ballot  papers.  He  shall  not  open  the  sealed 
packet  of  tendered  ballot  pajDers  (b)  or  marked  copy  of  the 
register  of  voters  and  counterfoils  (c),  but  shall  proceed,  in 
the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the  candidates,  to  verify 
the  ballot  paper  account  given  by  each  presiding  officer 

(a)  See  sect.  2,  ante,  p.  4.     (b)  .'^ee  clause  27,  ante,  p.  48. 
(c)  See  clause  24,  ante,  p.  47. 
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by  comparing-  it  with  the  number  of  ballot  papers 
recorded  by  him  as  aforesaid,  and  the  unused  and  spoilt 
ballot  papers  in  his  possession  and  the  tendered  votes 
hst,  and  shall  reseal  each  sealed  packet  after  examina- 
tion. The  returning  officer  shall  report  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  in  Chancery  the  result  of  such  verification, 
and  shall,  on  request,  allow  any  agents  of  the  candidates, 
before  such  report  is  sent,  to  copy  it  {d). 

38.  Lastly,  the  returning-  officer  shall  forward  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  (in  manner  in  which 
the  poll  books  are  by  any  existing-  enactment  required  to 
be  forwarded  to  such  clerk,  or  as  near  thereto  as  circum- 
stances admit)  {e)  all  the  packets  of  ballot  papers  in  his  pos- 
session, together  with  the  said  reports  (/),  the  ballot  paper 
accounts  {[/),  tendered  votes  hsts  {h),  lists  of  votes  marked 


{(l)  In  the  case  of  municipal  elections,  no  return  is  to  be 
made  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  ;  see  sect.  20  (6), 
ante,  p.  26. 

(e)  By  6  Vict.  c.  18,  s.  93,  after  the  declaration  of  the 
numbers  the  returning  officer  is  forthwith  to  enclose  and  seal 
up  the  poll  books,  and  tender  the  same  to  each  of  the  can- 
didates to  be  sealed  by  them  respectively.  In  case  any  can- 
didate neglect  or  refuse  to  seal  the  same,  the  returning  officer 
is  to  endorse  such  fact  upon  one  of  the  poll  books ;  and  as 
soon  as  possible  deliver  the  same  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
or  to  the  postmaster  of  the  place  (who  shall  give  him  a 
receipt  for  them,  stating  therein  the  time  of  their  delivery, 
and  himself  keeping  a  duplicate  of  such  receipt)  directed  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  ;  and  they  are  to  be  transmitted 
accordingly.  The  returning  officer  is,  l)y  the  same  mail,  to 
advise  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  of  the  transmission  of  the 
poll  books  and  to  give  him  the  number  and  description 
thereof.  The  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  on  the  receipt  of  the  poll 
book,  is  to  give  a  receipt  stating  the  day  and  hour  of 
delivery  ;  and  then  to  register  such  receipt  in  his  office, 
endorsing  the  day  and  hour  of  delivery  on  such  poll  books. 
A  wilful  omission  of  duty  in  these  respects  entails  a  penalty 
of  lOOZ. 

(/)  See  clauses  36  and  37  for  the  reports  here  referred  to. 

Ig)  See  clause  36,  ante,  p.  52. 

(A)  See  clause  27,  ante,  p.  48. 
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by  the  presiding  officer  («),  statements  relating  thereto, 
declarationsof  inability  to read(a), and  packets  of  counter- 
foils {b),  and  marked  copies  of  registers  (c),  sent  by  each 
presiding  officer,  endorsing  on  each  packet  a  description  of 
its  contents  and  the  date  of  the  election  to  which  they 
relate,  and  the  name  of  the  countj^  or  borough  for  which 
such  election  was  held  ;  and  the  term  poll  book  in  any 
such  enactment  (d)  shall  be  construed  to  include  any  docu- 
ment forwarded  in  pursuance  of  this  rule. 

39.  The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  shall  retain  for  a  year 
all  documents  relating  to  an  election  forwarded  to  him 
in  pursuance  of  this  Act  by  a  returning  officer,  and 
then,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  an  order  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  or  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's  superior 
courts,  shall  cause  them  to  be  destroyed. 

40.  No  person  shall  be  allowed  to  inspect  any  rejected 
ballot  papers  in  the  custody  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
in  Chancery,  except  under  the  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons  or  under  the  order  of  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
superior  courts,  to  be  granted  by  such  court  on  being 
satisfied  by  evidence  on  oath  that  the  inspection  or  pro- 
duction of  such  ballot  papers  is  required  for  the  purpose 
of  instituting  or  maintaining  a  prosecution  for  an 
offence  in  relation  to  ballot  papers,  or  for  the  purpose  of 
a  petition  questioning  an  election  or  return ;  and  any 
such  order  for  the  inspection  or  production  of  ballot 
papers  may  be  made  subject  to  such  conditions  as  to 
persons,  time,  place,  and  mode  of  inspection  or  produc- 
tion as  the  House  or  court  making  the  same  may  think 
expedient,  and  shall  be  obeyed  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  in  Chancery.    Any  power  given  to  a  court  by 


(rt)  See  clause  26,  ante,  p.  47. 
{b)  See  clause  2V),  ante,  p.  60. 
(c)  See  clause  24,  ante,  p.  47. 
(rf)  Enactment  referred  to  in  the  beginning  of  the  clause. 
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this  rule  may  be  exercised  by  any  judge  of  such  court 
at  chambers. 

41.  No  person  shall,  except  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons  or  any  tribunal  having  cog-nizance  of  petitions 
complaining  of  undue  returns  or  undue  elections,  open 
the  sealed  packet  of  counterfoils  (e)  after  the  same  has 
been  once  sealed  up,  or  be  allowed  to  inspect  any  counted 
ballot  papers  in  the  custody  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
in  Chancery  ;  such  order  may  be  made  subject  to  such 
conditions  as  to  persons,  time,  place,  and  mode  of  opening 
or  inspection  as  the  House  or  tribunal  making  the  order 
may  think  expedient;  provided  that  on  making  and 
carrying  into  eiiect  any  such  order,  care  shall  be  taken 
that  the  mode  in  which  any  particular  elector  has  voted 
shall  not  be  discovered  until  he  has  been  proved  to  have 
voted,  and  his  vote  has  been  declared  by  a  competent 
court  to  be  invalid. 

42.  All  documents  forwarded  by  a  returning  oiBcer  in 
pursuance  of  this  Act  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery,  other  than  ballot  papers  and  counterfoils, 
shall  be  open  to  public  inspection  at  such  time  and  under 
such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  in  Chancery,  with  the  consent  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
shall  supply  copies  of  or  extracts  from  the  said  docu- 
ments to  any  person  demanding  the  same,  on  payment 
of  such  fees  and  subject  to  such  regulations  as  may  be 
sanctioned  by  the  Treasury. 

43.  Where  an  order  is  made  for  the  production  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  of  any  document  in 
his  possession  I'elating  to  any  specified  election,  the  pro- 
duction by  such  clerk   or  his  agent  of  the  document 


(e)  See  clause  29  (4),  ante,  p.  30. 
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ordered;  in  such  manner  as  may  be  directed  by  such 
order,  or  by  a  rule  of  the  court  having-  power  to  make 
such  order,  shall  l)e  conclusive  evidence  that  such  docu- 
ment relates  to  the  specified  election  ;  and  any  endorse- 
ment appearing-  on  any  packet  of  ballot  papers  produced 
by  such  Clerk  of  the  Crown  or  his  agent  shall  be 
evidence  of  such  papers  being-  what  they  are  stated  to 
be  by  the  endorsement.  The  production  from  proper 
custody  of  a  ballot  paper  purporting  to  have  been  used 
at  any  election,  and  of  a  counterfoil  marked  with  the 
same  printed  number  and  having  a  number  marked 
thereon  in  writing,  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  that 
the  person  who  voted  by  such  ballot  paper  was  the 
person  who  at  the  time  of  such  election  had  affixed  to 
his  name  in  the  register  of  voters  at  such  election 
the  same  number  as  the  number  written  on  such 
counterfoil. 

General  Provisions. 

44.  The  return  of  a  member  or  members  elected  to 
serve  in  parliament  for  any  county  or  borough  shall  be 
made  by  a  certificate  of  the  names  of  such  member  or 
members  under  the  hand  of  the  returning  officer 
endorsed  on  the  writ  of  election  for  such  county  or 
borough  (a),  und  such  certificate  shall  have  effect  and  be 
dealt  with  in  like  manner  as  the  return  under  the 
existing  law,  and  the  returning  officer  may,  if  he  think 
fit,  deliver  the  writ  with  such  certificate  endorsed  to 
the  postmaster  of  the  principal  post  office  of  the  place  of 
election,  or  his  deputy,  and  in  that  case  he  shall  take  a 
receipt  from  the  postmaster  or  his  deputy  for  the  same ; 
and  such  postmaster  or  his  deputy  shall  then  forward 
the  same  by  the  first  post,  free  of  charge,  under  cover, 


{n)  See  the  foi-m  of  writ  of  election  and  of  the  certificate 
to  be  endorsed  thereon,  post,  p.  66". 
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to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  with  the  words  "  Election 
Writ  and  Return  "  endorsed  thereon. 

45.  The  returning  officer  shall,  as  soon  as  possible, 
give  public  notice  of  the  names  of  the  candidates 
elected,  and,  in  the  case  of  a  contested  election,  of  the 
total  number  of  votes  given  for  each  candidate,  whether 
elected  or  not. 

46.  Where  the  returning-  officer  is  required  or  autho- 
rised by  this  Act  to  give  any  public  notice,  he  shall 
carry  such  requirement  into  effect  by  advertisements, 
placards,  handbills,  or  such  other  means  as  he  thinks 
best  calculated  to  afford  information  to  the  electors. 

47.  The  returning  officer  may,  if  he  think  fit,  preside 
at  any  polling  station,  and  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
i-elating  to  a  presiding  officer  shall  apply  to  such 
returning  officer  with  the  necessary  modifications  as 
to  things  to  be  done  by  the  returning  officer  to  the 
presiding-  officer,  or  the  presiding  officer  to  the  returning* 
officer  (b). 

48.  In  the  case  of  a  contested  election  for  any 
county  or  borough,  the  returning  officer  may,  in  addition 
to  any  clerks,  appoint  competent  persons  to  assist  him  in 
counting  the  votes  (c). 

49.  No  person  shall  be  appointed  by  a  returning 
officer  for  the  purposes  of  an  election  who  has  been 
employed  by  any  other  person  in  or  about  the  election. 

50.  The  presiding  officer  may  do,  by  the  clerks 
appointed  to  assist  him,  any  act  which  he  is  required  or 
authorised  to  do  by  this  Act  at  a  polling  station  except 


{b)  See  clauses  21 ,  23,  enite,  p.  46,  and  clause  29,  ante,  p.  50. 
(c)  See  clause  32,  cmte,  p.  51. 
d3 
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ordering-  the   arrest,   exclusion,   or  ejection    from  the 
polling-  station  of  any  person  {a). 

51.  A  candidate  may  himself  undertake  the  duties 
which  any  ag-ent  of  his  if  appointed  might  have  under- 
taken, or  may  assist  his  ag-ent  in  the  performance  of 
such  duties,  and  may  be  pi-esent  at  any  place  at  which 
his  agent  may,  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  attend  {h). 

52.  The  name  and  address  of  every  agent  of  a  candi- 
date appointed  to  attend  the  counting  of  the  votes  shall 
be  transmitted  to  the  returning  officer  one  clear  day  at 
the  least  before  the  opening  of  the  poll ;  and  the 
returning  officer  may  refuse  to  admit  to  the  place  where 
the  votes  are  counted,  any  agent  whose  name  and 
address  has  not  been  so  transmitted,  notwithstanding 
that  his  appointment  may  be  otherwise  valid,  and  any 
notice  required  to  be  given  to  an  agent  by  the  returning 
officer  may  be  delivered  at  or  sent  by  post  to  such 
address  (&). 

53.  If  any  person  appointed  an  agent  by  a  candidate 
for  the  purposes  of  attending  at  the  polling  station  or  at 
the  counting  of  the  votes  dies,  or  becomes  incapable  of 
acting  during-  the  time  of  the  election,  the  candidate 
may  appoint  another  agent  in  his  place,  and  shall  forth- 
with give  to  the  returning  officer  notice  in  writing  of 
the  name  and  address  of  the  agent  so  appointed. 

54.  Every  returning  officer,  and  every  officer, 
clerk,  or  agent  authorised  to  attend  at  a  polling  sta- 
tion, or  at  the  counting  of  the  votes,  shall,  before 
the  opening  of  the  poll,  make  a  statutory  declaration  of 


(a)  See  sect.  9,  ante,  p.  13. 

\fi)  See  clause  31,  ante,  p.  51,  aud  note  thereon. 
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secrecy  (c),  in  the  presence,  if  he  is  the  returning-  officer, 
of  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  if  he  is  any  other  officer  or 
an  agent,  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  of  the  returning 
officer ;  but  no  such  returning  officer,  officer,  clerk,  or 
agent  as  aforesaid  shall,  save  as  aforesaid,  be  required, 
as  such,  to  make  any  declaration  or  take  any  oath  on 
the  occasion  of  any  election. 

55.  Where  in  this  Act  any  expressions  are  used 
requiring  or  authorising  or  inferring  that  any  act  or 
thing  is  to  be  done  in  the  presence  of  the  agents  of  the 
candidates,  such  expressions  shall  be  deemed  to  refer  to 
the  presence  of  such  agents  of  the  candidates  as  may  be 
authorised  to  attend,  and  as  have  in  fact  attended,  at 
the  time  and  place  where  such  act  or  thing  is  being 
done,  and  the  non-attendance  of  any  agents  or  agent  at 
such  time  and  place  shall  not,  if  such  act  or  thing  be 
otherwise  duly  done,  in  anywise  invalidate  the  act  or 
thing  done. 

56.  In  reckoning  time  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act, 
Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  Good  Friday,  and  any  day  set 
apart  for  a  public  fast  or  public  thanksgiving,  shall  be 
excluded ;  and  where  anything  is  required  by  this  Act 
to  be  done  on  any  day  which  falls  on  the  above-men- 
tioned days  such  thing  may  be  done  on  the  next  day, 
unless  it  is  one  of  the  days  excluded  as  above  men- 
tioned (d). 

57.  In  this  Act — 

The  expression  "district  borough"  means  the 
borough  of  Monmouth  and  any  of  the  boroughs 
specified  in  Schedule  E.  to  the  Act  of  the  session 
of  the  second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of 
King  William   the    Fourth,   chapter  forty-five, 

(c)  For  the  statutory  declaration  of  secrecy,  see  post,  p.  72. 
See  also  sect.  4,  ante,  p.  7. 

(d)  See  clauses  1,  2,  and  14,  ante,  pp.  39,  40,  and  44  ;  and 
also  the  Table  of  Days,  post,  p.  93. 
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intituled  "  An  Act  to  amend  the  Representation 
of  the  People  in  Eng-land  and  Wales  "  {a) ;  and 

The  expression  "  polling  place  "  means,  in  the  case 
of  a  borough,  such  boroug'h  or  any  part  thereof 
in  which  a  separate  booth  is  required  or  autho- 
rised by  law  to  be  provided  ;  and  (h) 

The  expression  "agents  of  candidates,"  used  in 
relation  to  a  polling  station,  means  agents  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  section  eighty-five  of 
the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  sixth  and  seventh 
years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty, 
chapter  eighteen  (c). 


(a)  The  following  are  the  boroughs  specified  in  Schedule  E.  of  the 
2  &  3  Will.  4.  c.  45  :  — 


Places 

sharing  in  Election 

of  Members. 


Principal 
Borougiis. 


Amlwch j   Beaumaris. 

Holyhead \  „ 

IJangefni 


Aberystwith 

Lampeter 

Adpar     

Llanelly 

Pwllheli 

Nevin , 

Conway  

Bangor 

Criccieth    

Ruthin 

Holt 

Wrexham  (Town). 

Rhyddlan 

Overton 

Caerwis 

Caergwiley    

St.  Asaph  . . .-  . . . 


Cardigan. 


Caermarthen. 
Caernarvon. 


Denbigh. 


Flint. 


Places 

sharing  in  Election 

of  Mernbei"S. 


Holywell    

Mold 

Cowbridge 

Llantrissent 

Llanidloes 

Welsh  Pool   

Machynlleth 

Llanfyllin 

Newtown   

Naiberth    

Fishguard 

Tenby    

Wiston 

Milford  (Town)     .. 

Knighton 

Rhayder     . . 

Kevinleece 

Kuucklas    

Presteigne     (Town) 


Principal 
Boroughs. 


Flint— con^rf, 
Cardiff. 

3> 

Montgomery. 
» 

Haverfordwest 

>j 

Pembroke. 

j> 

j» 

Radnor. 


(6)  See  sect.  15,  ante,  p.  16,  as  to  the  term  polling  booth, 
and  clause  15,  ante,  p.  45,  as  to  polling  stations. 

(c)  By  6  &  7  Vict.  c.  18,  s.  85,  for  the  more  effectual  de- 
tection of  the  personation  of  voters  at  elections,  it  is  enacted, 
that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  candidate,  at  any  election  of 
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Modification  in  Application  of  Fart  One  of  Schedule 
to  Scotland. 

58.  In  Scotland,  the  place  of  election  shall  be  a  con- 
venient room  situate  in  the  town  in  which  the  writ  for 
the  election  would,  if  this  Act  had  not  passed,  have 
been  proclaimed, 

59.  In  Scotland,  the  candidates  may  respectively 
appoint  ag'ents  to  attend  at  the  polling-  stations.  The 
ballot  papers  and  other  documents  other  than  the  return 
required  to  be  sent  to  and  kept  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  in  Chancery,  shall,  in  Scotland,  be  kept  by  the 
sheriff  clerks  of  the  respective  counties  in  which  the 
returns  (including-  those  for  burg-hs)  are  made,  and  the 
provisions  of  this  schedule  relating-  thereto  shall  be 
construed  as  if  the  sheriff  clerk  were  substituted  for 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery, 

60.  In  Scotland,  the  term  "  district  boroug-h  "  shall 
mean  the  combined  burg'hs  and  towns  specified  in  Sche- 
dule E.  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the  second  and 
third  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William  the  Fourth, 
chapter  sixty-five,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  amend  the 
Representation  of  the  People  in  Scotland ;"  and  in 
Schedule  A,  of  the  Eepredentation  of  the  People  3' ^  ^^  Vict. 
(Scotland)  Act,  1868, 


a  member  or  members  to  serve  in  parliament  for  any  county, 
city,  or  borough,  previous  to  the  time  fixed  for  taking  the 
poll  at  such  election,  to  nominate  and  appoint  an  agent  or 
agents  on  his  behalf  to  attend  at  each  or  any  of  the  booths 
appointed  for  taking  the  poll  at  such  election,  for  the  purpose 
of  detecting  personation ;  and  such  candidate  shall  give 
notice  in  writing  to  the  retui-ning  officer,  or  his  respective 
deputy,  of  the  name  and  address  of  the  person  or  persons  so 
appointed  by  him  to  act  as  agents  for  such  purpose;  and 
thereupon  it  shall  be  lawful  for  every  such  agent  to  attend 
during  the  time  of  polling  at  the  booth  or  booths  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  so  appointed. 


62  Parliamentary  and  Municipal  Elections. 

61.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  session  of  the 
second  and  third  years  of  the  reign  of  King  William 
the  Fourth,  chapter  sixty-five,  intituled  "An  Act  to 
amend  the  Representation  of  the  People  in  Scotland," 
in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  fixing  and  announcement 
of  the  day  of  election,  the  interval  to  elapse  between 
the  receipt  of  the  writ  and  the  day  of  election,  the 
period  of  adjournment  for  taking"  the  poll  in  the  case  of 
Orkney  and  Shetland,  and  of  the  district  of  burghs 
comprising  Kirkwall,  Wick,  Dornoch,  Dingwall,  Tain, 
and  Cromarty,  and  to  the  keeping  open  of  the  poll  for  two 
consecutive  days  in  the  case  of  Orkney  and  Shetland, 
shall  remain  in  full  force  and  effect,  anything  in  this 
Act  or  any  other  Act  of  parliament  now  in  force  not- 
withstanding ;  but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  exclude  Orkney  and  Shetland  or  Orkney 
or  Shetland,  or  the  said  district  of  burghs,  or  any  of 
the  burghs  in  the  said  district,  from  any  of  the  benefits 
and  obligations  of  the  other  portions  of  this  Act. 

Modifications  in  Application  of  Fart  One  of  Schedule 
to  Ireland. 

62.  The  expression  "  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chan- 
cery "  in  this  schedule  shall  mean,  as  regards  Ireland, 
*'  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Hanaper  in  Ireland." 

63.  A  presiding  officer  at  a  polling  station  in  a 
county  in  Ireland  need  not  be  a  freeholder  of  the 
county. 
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PART  II. 


Rules  for  Municipal  Elections. 

64.  In  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  this  sche- 
dule to  municipal  elections  the  following-  modifications 
shall  be  made  : 

(«.)  The  expression  ''register  of  voters"  means  the 
burgess  roll  of  the  burg-esses  of  the  borough, 
or,  in  the  case  of  an  election  for  the  ward  of  a 
borough,  the  ward  list  (a) ;  and  the  mayor  shall 
provide  true  copies  of  such  register  for  each 
polling  station  : 

{b.)  All  ballot  papers  and  other  documents  which,  in 
the  case  of  a  parliamentary  election,  are  foi'- 
warded  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  town  clerk  of  the 
municipal  borough  in  which  the  election  is 
held,  and  shall  be  kept  by  him  among  the 
records  of  the  borough  ;  and  the  provisions  of 
part  one  of  this  schedule  with  respect  to  the 
inspection,  production  and  destruction  of  such 
ballot  papers  and  documents,  and  to  the  copies 
of  such  documents,  shall  apply  respectively 
to  the  ballot  papers  and  documents  so  in  the 
custody  of  the  town  clerk,  with  these  modifica- 
tions {b) ;  namely, 

(a.)  An  order  of  the  county  court  having-  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  borough,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  of 
any  tribunal  in  which  a  municipal  election  is 
questioned  (6),  shall  be  substituted  for  an  order 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  of  one  of  Her 

(a)  As  to  the  burgess  roll,  see  5  &  6  Will.  4,  c,  76,  s.  22, 
and  as  to  ward  lists,  see  ibid.,  sect,  45. 

{b)  See  clauses  36—43,  ante,  pp.  52—55, 

(c)  See  the  Corrupt  Practices  (Municipal  Elections)  Act, 
1872. 
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Majesty's  superior  courts  ;  but  an  appeal  from 
such  county  court  may  be  had  in  hke  manner 
as  in  other  cases  in  such  county  court ; 

{b.)  The  regulations  for  the  inspection  of  documents 
and  the  fees  for  the  supply  of  copies  of  docu- 
ments of  which  copies  are  directed  to  be 
supplied,  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  council  of 
the  borough  with  the  consent  of  one  of  Her 
Majesty's  prinicipal  Secretaries  of  State  ;  and, 
subject  as  aforesaid,  the  town  clerk,  in  respect 
of  the  custody  and  destruction  of  the  ballot 
papers  and  other  documents  coming  into  his 
possession  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  shall  be 
subject  to  the  directions  of  the  council  of  the 
borough  : 

((?.)  Nothing  in  this  schedule  with  respect  to  the  day 
of  the  poll  shall  apply  to  a  municipal 
election  (o). 

Modifications  in  Application  of  Part  II.  of  Schedule 
to  Scotland. 

65.  In  part  two  of  this  schedule  as  applymg  to 
Scotland — 

The  expression  "  register  of  voters  "  means  the  regis- 
ter, list,  or  roll  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  in  a 
municipal  election  made  up  according  to  the  law  for 
the  time  being  in  force. 

The  expression  "  county  court"  means  the  sheriflP court. 

The  expression  "  town  clerk  "  includes  the  clerk  ap- 
pointed by  the  commissioners  of  police  under  the 
Act  of  the  session  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
years  of  the  reign  of  Her  present  Majesty,  chapter 
thirty-three,  intituled  "  An  Act  to  make  more  effec- 
tual provision  for  regulating  the  police  of  towns 
and  populous  places  in  Scotland,  and  for  paving, 
draining,  cleansing,  lighting,  and  improving  the 
same,"  and  of  the  General  Police  and  Improvement 

(Scotland)  Act,  1862. .^^____ 

(fl)  See  clause  14,  ante,  p.  44. 
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Modifications  in  ApjiUcation  of  Part  II.  of  Schedule 
to  Ireland. 

66.  In  part  two  of  this  schedule  as  applying  to 
Ireland — 

The  expression  "register  of  voters,"  in  addition  to 
the  meaning  specified  in  such  part,  means,  in  re- 
lation to  any  municipal  borough  subject  to  the 
Ijrovisions  of  a  local  Act  requiring  an  annual 
revision  of  the  lists  of  voters  at  municipal  elections, 
the  register  of  voters  made  in  comformity  with  the 
said  provisions  of  such  local  Act,  and  in  relation  to 
municipal  boroughs  to  which  Part  II.  of  the  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1871,  applies,  the  list  to 
be  made  under  the  provisions  of  section  twenty- 
seven  of  the  said  Act,  and  in  relation  to  other 
municipal  boroughs  a  list  which  the  town  clerk  of 
every  municipal  borough  is  hereby  authorised  and 
directed  to  make,  in  like  manner  in  every  respect 
as  if  the  provisions  of  the  said  section  were  applic- 
able to  and  in  force  within  such  municipal  borough. 

The  expression  "  county  court  "  means  the  Civil  Bill 
Court. 

The  expression  ''town  clerk"  includes  clerk  to  the 
commissioners,  municipal  commissioners,  town 
commissioners,  or  township  commissioners  of  any 
municipal  borough,  and  any  person  executing  the 
duties  of  such  town  clerk. 

The  expression  "council  of  the  borough"  includes 
commissioners,  municipal  commissioners  and  town 
commissioners  of  the  town,  and  township  commis- 
sioners of  the  township. 

The  expression  "  one  of  Her  majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State  "  means  the  Chief  Secretary  of 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
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Note. — The  forms  contained  in  this  schedule,  or 
forms  as  nearly  resembling  the  same  as  circumstances 
will  admit,  shall  be  used  in  all  cases  to  which  they  refer 
and  are  applicable,  and  when  so  used  shall  be  sufficient 
in  law. 

*  The  name      Writ  for  a  County  or  Borough  at  a  Parliavientary 
Sovereign  Election. 

ItiteredivUen      *  Victoria,   by    the   Grace  of    God,   of    the   United 
necessary.      Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Queen,  Defender 

t  Insert  p  .  7^7 

"  sheriff"     of  the  Faith,  to  the  f  of  the  county  [or  borough] 

or  other  n  .■ 

returning     of  ,  greetmg : 

officer.  +  Whereas   by  the  advice  of  our  Council  we  have 

I  This  pre-         Z  •' 

amUe  to  be  ordered  a  parliament  to  be  holden  at  Westmnister    on 
'cept^incase  ^^^  ^^J  ^^  next.     We  command  you  that, 

of  a  general  notice  of  the   time  and  place   of  election  being  first 

clcctto^it 

g  Except  in  duly  given,  you  do  cause  election  to  be  made  according 
eiectlm^in-    *"  ^^'^   ^^  members   [or  a  member]  to  serve  in 

sen  here  in    parHament  for  the  said  county  [or  the  division  of 

the  place  of    ^,  .  ,  1      1  i  j  7    t 

A.B.,  de-      the   said  county,  or  the  borough,  or  as  the  case  may  be] 
'otTmvise      ^^  ^   ^^^   *^^^*  J^"  ^^  cause  the  names  of  such 

stating  the   members  [or  member]  when   so    elected,  whether  they 
lancy,      "^   [or  he]  be  present  or  absent,  to  be  certified  to  us,  in  our 
Chancery,  without  delay. 

Witness   ourself   at   Westminster,  the  day    of 

in  the  year  of  our  reign,  and  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  18 

Label  or  direction  of  Writ. 

To  the  t  of 

A  writ  of  a  new  election  of  members  [or  member]  for 
the  said  county  [or  division  of  a  county  or  borough,  or 
as  the  case  may  be]. 

Endorsement. 

Received  the  within  writ  on  the  day         of        18       . 

(Signed)  A.B., 
High  Sheriff,  [or  Sheriff,  or  Mayor,  or  as  the 
case  may  be]. 
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Certificate  endorsed  on  the  Writ. 

I  hereby  certify,  that  the  members  [or  member] 
elected  for  in  pursuance  of  the  within-written 

writ,    are    [or  is]   A.B.  of  (a)  in    the   county 

of  and  CD.  of  in  the  county  of 

(Signed)     A.B., 
High  Sheriff  [or  Sheriff,  or  Mayor,  or  as  the 
case  may  be]. 

Note.— A  separate  writ  will  be  issued  for  each 
county  as  defined  for  the  purposes  of  a  parliamentary 
election. 


Form  of  Notice  of  Parliamentary  Electon  (J). 

The    returning-  officer  of   the  of  will, 

on  the  day  now  next  ensuing,  between  the 

hours  of  and  ,    proceed   to   the  nomina- 

tion, and,  if  there  is  no  opposition,  to  the  election,  of  a 
member  [or  members]  for  the  said  county  [or  division 
of  a  county  or  borough]  at  the*  _  sertlesTripI 

Forms   of   nomination    paper    may    be   obtained   at  tion  of  place 
*,  between  the  hours  of  and  on 

Every  nomination  paper  must  be  signed  by  two 
registered  electors  as  proposer  and  seconder,  and  by 
eight  other  registered  electors  as  assenting  to  the  nomi- 
nation. 


(fl)  As  to  the  writ  of  election  and  endorsement,  see  clause  44, 
ante,  p.  56. 

{b)  See  clause  1,  ante,  p.  39. 
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Every  nomination   paper  must    be  delivered  to  the 

returning-  officer  by  the  candidate  proposed,  or  by  his 

proposer    and    seconder,   between    the    said    hours    of 

and  on  the  said  day  of  at  the 

*  A'o^e.— In-  said  *. 

tion  of  place       Each   candidate  nominated,    and    his  proposer   and 
and  room,      seconder,  and  one  other  person  selected  by  the  candidate, 
and  no  other  persons,  are  entitled  to  be  admitted  to  the 
room. 

In  the  event  of  the  election  being  contested,  the  poll 
will  take  place  on  the  day  of 

(Signed)     A.B., 

Sheriff   [or   Mayor,   or  as  the   case 
may  he]. 

day  of  18 

Take  notice,  that  all  persons  who  are  guilty  of  bribery, 
treating,  undue  influence,  personation,  or  other  corrupt 
practices  at  the  said  election  will,  on  conviction  of  such 
offence,  be  liable  to  the  penalties  mentioned  in  that 
behalf  in  "  The  Corrupt  Practices  Prevention  Act  1854," 
and  the  Ballot  Act,  1872,  and  the  Acts  amending  the 
said  Acts. 


Form  of   NominadoJi  Pa^oer  in  Parliamentary 
Election  («). 

We,  the  undersigned  A.B.  of  in  the 

of              and  CD.  of              in  the  of              , 

being  electors  for  the                of  ,    do  hereby 


(o)  See  sect.  1,  «?i<e,  p.  1. 
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nominate  the  following'  person  as  a  proper  person  to 
serve  as  member   for   the  said  in 

Parliament : 


69 


Surname. 

other  Names. 

Abode. 

Rank, 
Professlon,or 
Occupation. 

Brown 

John 

52,   George  Street, 
Bristol 

Merchant. 

Jones 

or 
William  David 

High   Elms,  Wilts 

Esquire. 

Merton 

or 
Hon.  Georg-e  Tra- 
vis,    commonly 
called  Viscount. 

Swanworth,    Berks 

Viscount. 

Smith 

or 
Henry  Sydney     - 

72,  Hig-h  St.,  Bath 

Attorney. 

(Sig-ued) 


A.B. 
CD. 


We,  the  undersig-ned,  being  registered  electors  of 
the  ,  do  hereby  assent  to  the  nomination  of  the 

above-mentioned  John  Brown   as    a  proper   person  to 
serve  as  member  for  the  said  in  Parliament. 

(Signed)    E.F.  of  M.N.  of 

G.H.  of  O.P.  of 

I.J.  of  Q.R.  of 

K.L.  of  S.T.  of 

Note. — Where  a  candidate  is  an  Irish  peer,  or  is  com- 
monly known  by  some  title,  he  may  be  described  by  his 
title  as  if  it  were  his  surname. 

Form  of  Nomination  PajJer  in  Municipal  Election. 
Note. — The  form  of  nomination  paper  in  a  municipal 
election  shall  as  nearly  as   circumstances  admit  be  the 
same  as  in  the  case  of  a  parliamentary  election  {b). 

(&)  See  note  to  sect.  20,  ante,  p.  27,  as  to  the  signature  of 
a  municipal  nomination  paper.     ' 
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ounterfoil    «08= 
No. 


ote:  c 

The  counter- 1, 
^oil  is  to  have  a  I 
lumber  to  cor-,^ 
•espond      with^^ 
hat      on      the  cftjft) 
>ach     of      the  cQ^ 
Ballot  Paper,    cg/io. 


No. 


J'orm  of  Ballot  Paper  {a). 
Form  of  Front  of  Ballot  Paper. 


\   1 

BROWN 

(John  Brown,  of  52,  George 
St.,  Bristol,  merchant.) 

2 

JONES 

(William  David  Jones,  of 
High  Elms,  Wilts,  Esq.) 

3 

MERTON 

(Hon.  Georg-e  Travis,  com- 
monly   called    Viscount 
Merton,   of  Swanworth, 
Berks.) 

• 

SMITH 

(Henry  Sydney  Smith,  of  72, 
High  St.,  Bath,  attorney.) 

Form  of  Back  of  Ballot  Paper. 

Election  for  county  [or  borough,  or  ward]. 

18 


Note. — The  number  on  the  ballot  paper  is  to  corres- 
pond with  that  in  the  counterfoil. 


(a)  See  clause  22,  ante,  p.  46. 


35  S-  36  Vict.  Cap.  SS.—Second  Schedule.  71 

Directions  as  to  printing  Ballot  Paper. 

Nothing  is  to  be  printed  on  the  ballot  paper  except  in 
accordance  with  this  schedule. 

The  surname  of  each  candidate,  and  if  there  are  two 
or  more  candidates  of  the  same  surname,  also  the  other 
names  of  such  candidates,  shall  be  printed  in  large 
characters,  as  shown  in  the  form,  and  the  names, 
addresses,  and  descriptions,  and  the  number  on  the  back 
of  the  paper,  shall  be  printed  in  small  characters. 


Fo7-m  of  Directions  for  the  Guidance  of  the  Voter  in 
voting,  which  shall  be  printed  in  conspicuous  Cha- 
racters, arid  placarded  outside  every  Polling  Station 
and  in  every  Compartment  of  every  Polling 
Station. 
The  voter  may  vote  for  candidate     . 

The  voter  will  go  into  one  of  the  compartments,  and, 
with  the  pencil  provided  in  the  compartment,  place  a 
cross  on  the  right-hand  side,  opposite  the  name  of  each 
candidate  for  whom  he  votes,  thus  X  (b)- 

The  voter  will  then  fold  up  the  ballot  paper  so  as  to 
show  the  official  mark  on  the  back,  and  leaving  the 
compartment,  will,  without  showing  the  front  of  the 
paper  to  any  person,  show  the  official  mark  on  the  back 
to  the  presiding  officer,  and  then,  in  the  presence  of  the 
presiding  officer,  put  the  paper  into  the  ballot  box,  and 
forthwith  quit  the  polling'  station. 

If  the  voter  inadvertently  spoils  a  ballot  paper,  he  can 
return  it  to  the  officer,  who  will,  if  satisfied  of  such 
inadvertence,  give  him  another  paper  (c). 


If  the  voter  votes  for  more  than  candidate    , 

or  places  any  mark  on  the  paper  by  which  he  may  be 
afterwards  identified,  his  ballot  paper  will  be  void,  and 
will  not  be  counted. 

{b)  This  direction  must  be  implicitly  followed,  for  if  the 
name  of  the  candidate  be  written  and  the  X  omitted,  the  vote 
will  be  lost. 

(c)  See  clause  28,  ante,  p.  49. 
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If  the  voter  takes  a  ballot  paper  out  of  the  polling 
station,  or  deposits  in  the  ballot  box  any  other  paper 
than  the  one  given  him  by  the  officer,  he  will  be  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  be  subject  to  imprisonment  for 
any  term  not  exceeding  six  months,  with  or  without 
hard  labour. 

jSfote.  —  These  directions  shall  be  illustrated  by 
examples  of  the  ballot  paper. 


Form  of  Statutory  Declaration  of  Secrecy  {a). 

I  solemnly  promise  and  declare.  That  I  will  not  at 
this  election  for  do  anything  forbidden  by  section 

four  of  The  Ballot  Act,  1872,  which  has  been  read  to 
me. 

Note. — The  section  must  be  read  to  the  declarant  by 
the  person  taking  the  declaration. 


Forvi  of  Declaration  of  inability  to  read. 

I,  A.B.,  of  ,  being  numbered  on  the  register 

of  voters  for  the  county    [or  borough]   of  ,  do 

hereby  declare  that  I  am  unable  to  read. 

A.B.y  his  mark, 

day  of 

I,  the  undersigned,  being  the  presiding  officer  for  the 
polling  station  for  the  county  \or  borough]  of 
,  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  above  declaration, 
having  been  lirst  read  to  the  above-named  A.B.,  was 
signed  by  him  in  my  presence  with  his  mark. 
Signed,  CD., 
Presiding  officer  for  poUing  station 

for  the  county  [  or  borough]  of 
day  of 

(a)  See  sect.  4,  ante,  p.  7,  and  clause  54,  ante,  p.  58. 
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THIRD  SCHEDULE. 


Provisions   of   Registration  Acts  referred  to  in   Part  III.  of  the 
foregoing'  Act. 


6  kl  Vict.  c.  18 


As  to  England. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  law! 
for  the  registration  of 
persons  entitled  to 
vote,  and  to  define  cer- 
tain riglits  of  voting, 
and  to  regulate  certain 
proceedings  in  the  elec- 
tions of  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament 
for  England  and 
Wales. 


Sections  eighty-five 
eighty-nine,  both 
elusive  {b). 


to 


I3&14Vict.c.69 


As  to  Ireland. 

An  Act  to  amend  the 
laws  which  regulate 
the  qualification  and 
registration  of  parlia- 
mentary voters  in  Ire- 
land, and  to  alter  the 
law  for  rating  im- 
mediate lessors  of 
premises  to  the  poor 
rate         in  certain 

boroughs. 


Sections  ninety-two  to 
ninety-six,  both  inclu- 
sive. 


{h)  See  clause  57,  ante,  p.  60,  and  sect.  24,  ante,  p.  30. 
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FOURTH  SCHEDULE. 


Acts  relating  to  England. 

JVoTE. — Tins  schedule,  so  far  as  respects  Acts  prior  to  the  tenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  refers  to  the  edition  prepared  under 
the  direction  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  intituled  "  The  Statutes,  Re- 
vised Edition." 

A  description  or  citation  of  a  portion  of  an  Act  is  inclusive  of  the  words, 
section,  or  other  part  first  or  last  mentioned,  or  otherwise  referred  to 
as  forming  the  beginning  or  as  forming  the  end  of  the  portion  com- 
prised in  the  description  or  citation. 

Portions  of  Acts  which  have  already  been  specifically  repealed,  are  in. 
some  instances  included  in  the  repeal  in  this  schedule,  in  order  to 
preclude  henceforth  the  necessity  of  looking  back  to  previous  Acts. 


Session  and 
Chapter. 

Title  or  abbreviated 
Title. 

Extent  of  Repeal. 

7  Hen.  4     - 

Statute    of    the    seventh 
year. 

Chapter  fifteen  («). 

8  Hen.  C     - 

Statutes    of   the     eighth 

Chapter      seven,      from 

year  of  K.  Henry  VI. 

"  and    such    as     have 
"  the  greatest  number  " 
to    "  shall     lose    their 
"  wages"  and  from  "and 
"  that    in    every    writ 
"  that  shall  hereafter  go 
"forth"  to  the  end  of 
the  chapter. 

(a)  See  sect.  32,  ante,  p.  38. 
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Session  and 
Chapter. 

Title  or  abbreviated 

Title. 

Extent  of  Repeal. 

23  Hen.  6    - 

Here  begin   the  statutes 
made    at  Westminster 
in     the      twenty-third 
.  year. 

Chapter  fourteen. 

7  &  8  Will.  3, 

An    Act   for   the    further 

Section   three    and  four, 

c.  25. 

regulating  elections   of 

and  section  five  down 

members    to    serve   in 

to  "  writing  the  same." 

Parliament,     and     for 

the  preventing  irregu- 

lar     proceedings       of 

sheriffs  and  other  offi- 

cers   in     the     electing 

and     returning      such 

members. 

(b)  10  Will.  3,  c.  7 

An    Act    for    preventing 
irregular      proceedings 
of    sheriffs    and    other 
officers  in  making  the 
returns      of    members 
chosen     to      serve     in 
Parliament. 

So  much  as  is  unrepealed. 

2  Geo.  2,  c.  24     - 

An    Act    for    the     more 
effectual        preventing 
bribery  and  corruption 
in     the     elections     of 
members    to    serve   in 
Parliament. 

Sections  three  and  nine. 

If^  Guo.2,  c.  18  - 

An   Act  to    explain    and 

Section    five,  from   '-'or 

amend  the  laws  toucli- 

"  shall  vote  more  than 

ing    the     elections     of 

"  once,"  to  the  end  of 

knights  of  the  shire  to 

that  section,   and   sec- 

serve    in      Parliament 

tions  nine  to  sixteen. 

for  that  part  of  Great 

- 

Britain     called     Eng- 

land, 

(6)   lU  &  11  W.  3,  in  running  headings  in  ordinary  editions. 
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Session  and 
Chapter. 


19  Geo.  2,  c.  28  - 


3  Geo.  3,  c.  15    - 


11  Geo.  3,  c.  55   - 


21  Geo.  3,  c.  54   - 


22  Geo.  3,  c.  31 


25  Geo.  3,  c.  84 


Title  or  abbreviated 
Title. 


An  Act  for  the  better 
regulating  of  elections 
of  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  such 
cities  and  towns  in  that 
part  of  Great  Britain 
called  England  as  are 
counties  of  themselves. 

An  Act  to  prevent  occa- 
sional freemen  from 
voting  at  elections  of 
membei's  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  cities 
and  boroughs. 

An  Act  the  title  of 
tvhich  begins  icith  the 
words  "  An  Act  to 
"  incapacitate,"  and 
ends  with  the  words 
"  New  Shoreham,  in 
"  the  county  of  Sus- 
"  sex." 

An  Act  for  the  better  re- 
gulating elections  of 
citizens  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  the  city 
of  Coventry. 

An  Act  for  the  prevent- 
ing of  bribery  and 
corruption  in  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to 
serve  in  Parliament  for 
the  borough  of  Cricklade 
in  the  county  of  Wilts. 

An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  with  the  loords 
"  An  Act  to  limit  the 
"  duration,"  and  ends 
vnth  the  words  "  to 
"  serve  in  Parliament." 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


Section  four,  from  "  or 
"  shall  vote  more  than 
"  once,"  to  end  of  that 
section,  and  sections  six 
to  twelve. 


Section  seven. 


The  whole  Act. 


Sections    seven    to    nine 
and  fourteen. 


The  whole  Act. 


The  whole  Act,  except 
section  one  down  to 
"  make  a  return  of 
"  such  person  or  per- 
"  sons,"  and  section 
three  in  so  far  as  that 
part  of  a  section  and 
section  relate  to  the 
universities. 
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Session  and 
Chapter. 


Title  or  abbreviated 
Title. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


33  Geo.  3,  c.  64  - 


34  Geo.  3,  c.  73 


42  Geo.  3,  c.  62 


An  Act  the  title  ofioJneh 
hegins  loith  the  words 
"An  Act  to  explain 
"  and  amend  an  Act," 
and  ends  icith  the 
words  "  time  and 
"  place  of  election." 


An  Act  for  directing  the 
appointment  of  Com- 
misioners  to  administer 
certain  oaths  and  de- 
clarations required  by 
law  to  be  taken  and 
made  by  persons  offer- 
ing to  vote  at  the  elec- 
tion of  members  to 
serve  in  Pai'liament. 


An  Act  for  extending  the 
provisions  of  an  Act 
made  in  the  thirty- 
fourth  year  of  the  reign 
of  His  present  Majesty, 
intituled  "  An  Act  for 
"  directing  the  appoint- 
"ment  of  Comniis- 
"sionersto  administer 
"  certain  oaths  and  de- 
"  clarations  required 
"  by  law  to  be  taken 
"  and  made  by  persons 
"  offering  to  vote  at 
"  the  election  of  mem- 
"  hers  to  serve  in  Par- 
"  liament,"  to  all  oaths 
now  required  by  law  to 
be  taken  by  voters  at 
elections  for  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parlia- 
ment. 


The  whole  Act,  except  so 
far  as  it  relates  to  the 
universities. 


The  whole  Act. 


The  whole  Act. 
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Session  and 
Chapter. 


43  Geo.  3,  c.  74 


44  Geo.  3,  c.  60 


11  Geo,  4  &  1 
Will.  4,  c.  74. 


■2  &  3  Will.  4,  c.  45 


Title  or  abbreviated 
Title. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


An  Act  for  further  regu- 
latin<^  the  administra- 
tion of  the  oath  or 
affirmation  required  to 
be  taken  by  electors  of 
membei's  to  serve  in 
Parliament,  by  an  Act 
passed  in  the  second 
year  of  King  George 
the  Second,  intituled 
"  An  Act  for  the  more 
"  effectual  preventing 
"  bribery  and  corrup- 
"  tion  in  the  flection  of 
"  members  to  serve  in 
"  Parliament." 

An  Act  for  the  preventing 
of  bribery  and  corrup 
tion  in  the  election  of 
members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Aylesbury 
in  tlie  county  of 
Buckingham. 

An  Act  to  prevent  bribery 
and  corruption  in  the 
election  of  burgesses 
to  serve  in  Parliament 
for  the  borough  of 
East  Retford. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  re- 
presentation of  the 
people  in  England  and 
Wales. 


The  whole  Act. 


The  whole  Act. 


The  whole  Act. 


Sections  fifty-eight  to 
sixty;  sections  sixty- 
two,  sixty-three,  sixty- 
five,  sixty-seven ;  part 
of  section  sixty-eight, 
namely,  from  "  shall 
"  if  required  thereby  " 
down  to  "  poll  at  each 
"  compartment,  and," 
and  from  "  and  in 
"  case  the  booths  shall 
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Session  and 
Chapter. 


2&3Will.4,  c,45 
— continued. 


2&3Will.4,c,64 


5&6WilU,c.36 


5&6Wi]1.4,c,76 


Title  or  abbreviated 
Title, 


An  Act  to  settle  and  de- 
scribe the  divisions  of 
counties  and  the  limits 
of  cities  and  boroughs 
iu  England  and  Wales, 
in  so  far  as  respects 
the  election  of  members 
to  serve  in  Parliament. 

An  Act  to  limit  the  time 
of  taking  the  poll  in 
boroughs  at  contested 
elections  of  members 
to  serve  in  Parliament 
to  one  day. 

An  Act  to  provide  for  the 
regulation  of  municipal 
corporations  in  Eng- 
land and  Wales. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


"  be  situated  in  dif- 
"  ferent  places"  to 
"  lawfully  closed  ;"  and 
section  sixty-nine ;  and 
section  seventy-one 
from  "  and  that  all 
"  deputies  "  to  "  candi- 
"  dates  at  such  elec- 
"  tion,"  and  from 
"  provided  also,  that 
"  the  slierifF"  to  the 
end  of  the  section;  and 
sections  seventy-two, 
seventy-three,  and 

seventy -four. 

Sections  twenty-nine  to 
thirty-three,  and  so 
much  of  section  thirty- 
four  as  relates  to  taking 
the  poll. 


The  whole  Act,  except 
section  two,  down  to 
"  in  the  forenoon,"  and 
from  "  and  the  polling" 
to  "in  the  afternoon;" 
ar.d  sections  seven  to 
nine. 

The  words  "  openly  as- 
"  sen.ble  and  "  in  sec- 
tion thirty ;  section 
thirty-two  from  "  by 
"  delivering "  to  the 
"  mayor  and  assessors  " 
to  the  end  of  that  sec- 
tion, and  so  much  of 
the  rest  of  that  section 
as  relates  to  assessors  ; 
seciion         thirtv-three 
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Session  and 
Chapter. 


ok  G Will. 4, c. 76 
— continued. 


6   &  7    Will.  4, 
c.  102. 


6  &  7  Vict.  c.  18  - 


An  Act  for  rendering 
more  easy  the  taking 
the  poll  at  county 
elections. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
for  the  registration  of 
persons  entitled  to  vote 
and  to  define  certain 
rights  of  voting,  and  to 
regulate  certain  pro- 
ceedings in  the  election 
of  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


from  "  and  shall  be  so 
"  divided  "  to  "  poll  at 
"each  compartment, 
"  and,"  and  from  "  and 
"  in  case  the  booths  "  to 
"  at  each  place ;"  the 
words  "  Are  you  the 
•'  person  whose  name 
"  is  signed  as  A.B.  to 
"  the  voting  paper  now 
"  delivered  in  by  you," 
in  section  thirty-four, 
and  section  thirty-five 
from  "  and  the  mayor 
"  shall  cause  the  voting 
"  papers "  to  end  of 
that  section,  and  so 
much  of  the  rest  of  that 
section  as  relates  to 
assessors ;  and  so  much 
of  sections  forty-three, 
forty-four,  and  forty- 
six  as  relates  to  asses- 


The  whole  Act. 


Section  seventy-nine  from 
"  Provided  always,  that 
"  it  shall  not  be  lawful" 
to  end  of  that  section  ; 
section  eighty  ;  so  much 
of  section  eighty-one  as 
relates  to  a  commis- 
sioner or  commis- 
sioners; sections  eighty- 
three,  eighty-four,  and 
ninety-one,  sections 
ninety-four  to  ninety- 
six,  and  sections  ninety- 
eight  and  ninety-nine. 
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Session  and 
Chapter, 


16  &  17  Vict.  c.  15 


Title  01'  abbreviated 
Title. 


16&17Vict.  C.68 


17   &   18  Vict, 
c.  102. 


22  Vict.  c.  35 


25  &  26  Vict.  c.  95 


30  &  31  Vict  Co  102 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


An  Act  to  limit  the  time 
of  taking  the  poll  in 
counties  at  contested 
elections  for  knights  of 
the  shire  to  serve  in 
Parliament  in  England 
and  Wales  to  one  day. 

An  Act  to  limit  the  time 
for  proceeding  to  elec- 
tion in  counties  and 
boroughs  in  England 
and  Wales,  and  for 
polling  at  elections  for 
the  Universities  of  Ox- 
ford and  Cambridge, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

''  The  Corrupt  Practices 
"  Prevention  Act, 

"  1854." 


"  The   Municipal  Corpo- 
"  ration  Act,  185y." 


An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  polling 
places  in  the  boroughs 
of  New  Shoreham, 
Cricklade,  Aylesbury, 
and  East  Retford. 

"  The  Representation  of 
"  the  People  Act, 
"1867." 


The  whole  Act,  except 
section  two,  down  to 
"in  the  afternoon  of 
"  such  day,"  and  sec- 
tion three. 


Sections  two,  three,  seven, 
and  eight. 


Section  eleven  and  Sche- 
dule B. 


So  much  of  section  seven 
as  relates  to  the  form  of 
nomination  paper,  and 
so  much  of  section 
eight  as  relates  to  asses- 
sors. 


The  whole  Act. 


Section  thirty-five;  sec- 
tion thirty-seven  from 
"  where  in  any  place" 
to  end  of  that  section ; 
section  thirty-nine. 
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Session  and 
Chapter. 


31  &  32  Vict,  c,  58 


31    &    32    Vict. 
c,125. 


Title  or  abbreviated 
Title. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


"  Tlie  Parliamentary 

"  Electors  Registration 
"Act,  18G8." 


■  The  Parliamentary 

"  Elections  Act,  1868.'' 


Sections  four  to  sixteen, 
twenty-four,  twenty- 
six,  thirty-four,  and 
thirtv-six. 


Section  forty,  from  "pro- 
"  vided  always,"  to  tlic 
end  of  that  section. 
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FIFTH  SCHEDULE. 


Acts  relating  to  Scotland. 

A  desciiption  or  citation  of  a  portion  of  an  Act  is  inclusive  of  the  words, 
section,  or  other  part  first  or  last  mentioned,  or  otherwise  referred  to 
as  forming  the  beginning  or  as  forming  the  end  of  the  portion  com- 
prised in  the  description  or  citation. 


Session  and 

Chapter. 

Title  of  Act. 

Extent  of  Repeal. 

•2&3\Vi]1.4,c.G5 

An    Act 

to 

amend 

the 

Sections  twenty-four  and 

representation     of 

the 

twenty-five  ;       section 

people 

m 

Scotland 

twenty-  six  ;  section 
twenty-seven  from  the 
words  "  and  each  sub- 
"  stitute  so  superin- 
"  tending  "  to  the  end 
of  that  section  ;  section 
twenty-eight  from  the 
words  "  andshall  within 
"three  days"  to  the 
end  of  that  section; 
section  twenty-nine  the 
words  "  the  market 
"  cross  or  some  other 
"  convenient  and  open^ 
"  place  in  or  imme- 
"  diately  adjoining," 
and  from  the  words 
"  and  if  no  more  than 
"  one  candidate  "  to  the 
end    of    that    secticm  ; 

• 

section  thirty  the  words 
"the  marlvct  cross  or 
"  some  other  convenient 
"  and  open  place  in  or 
"  immediately  adjoin- 
"ing,"   and    from    the 
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Session  and 

Cliapter 

Title  of  Act. 

Extent  of  Repeal. 

2&3Will.4,c.66 

words  "  and  if  no  more 

— eontinund. 

"  candidates  "  down  to 
tin:  words  "  Saturdays 
"  and  Sundays,"  and 
from  the  words  "  and 
"  the  sheriff  who  pro- 
"  claimed  the  writ  "  to 
the  end  of  that  section  ; 
sections  tliirty  -  two, 
thirty-three, and  thirty- 

^ 

nine  ;  sections  forty- 
three,  forty-seven,  and 
forty  eiyht. 

3&4Wil!.4,c.76 

An  Act  to  alter  and  amend 

Section  eiglit  so  far  as  it 

the  laws  for  the  election 

))rovides  that  the  elec- 

of the  magistrates  and 

tion  sliull  be  by  "  open" 

councils   of   the    royal 

l)o]l,     and     from     the 

burghs  in  Scotland. 

words  "and  each  poll 
"  cleik  shall  enter"  to 
the  end  of  that  section; 
section  ten,  so  far  it 
relates  to  poll-books  ; 
section  eleven,  so  far  as 
it  relates  to  voting  by 
lists ;  and  the  words 
"assemble  in  the  town 
"  hall  or  other  public 
"  room  of  such  burgh 
"  and,"  and  from  the 
words  "  and  the  pro- 
"  vosl"  to  the  end  of 
that  section ;  section 
fifteen,  so  f^r  as  incon- 
sistent «ith  this  Act  J 
section  eighteen;  sec- 
tion thirfy-six  from  the 
commencement  to 
"  provided  always, 
"  that ;"  and  section 
fhirty-eiglit. 
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Session  and 
Chapter. 


Title  of  Act. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


3  &  4  Will.  4,  c.  77 


4&5Will.4,c.86 


4  &  5  Will.  4,  c.  87 


An  Act  to  provide  for 
tlie  appointment  and 
election  of  magistrates 
and  councillors  for  tlie 
several  burghs  and 
towns  of  Scotland 
which  now  return  or 
contribute  to  return 
members  to  Parlia- 
ment and  are  not  royal 
burghs. 


An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  loith  the  icords 
"  An  Act  to  explain 
"  certain  provisions," 
and  ends  tcith  the 
words  "  to  return 
"  members  to  Parlia- 
"  ment,  and  are  not 
"  royal  burghs." 


An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  toith  the  words 
"  An  Act  to  explain 
"  certain  provisions," 
and  ends  loith  the 
words  "  of  the  royal 
"  burghs  of  Scotland." 


Section  four  so  far  as  it 
provides  that  the  elec- 
tion shall  be  by  open 
poll ;  and  from  the 
words  "  and  each  poll 
"  clerk  shall  enter  "  to 
the  end  of  that  section; 
section  eight  and  sec- 
tion nine  from  the 
words  "  assemble  in 
"  the  town  hall  "  to  the 
words  "in  each  such 
"  burgh  or  town  ;"  so 
much  of  the  section  as 
relates  to  voting  by 
lists,  and  from  the 
words  "  and  such  town 
clerk  "  to  the  end  of 
that  section;  section 
eleven  so  far  as  incon- 
sistent with  this  Act; 
and  sections  eighteen 
and  thirty-four. 


The  whole  Act. 


The  whole  Act. 
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4&5Will.4,c. 


5&GWill.4,c.78 


13&14Vict.c.33 


16  &  17  Vict.  c.  28 


18  &  19  Vict,  c.  24 


An  Act  forthe  more  effec- 
tual legistiation  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  vote  in 
the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Par- 
liament. 


An  Act  the  title  of  which 
begins  toith  the  words 
"  An  Act  to  explain 
and  amend  an  Act," 
"  and  ends  icifh  the 
tcords  "  and  to  diminish 
"  the  expenses  there- 
"  of." 


An  Act  to  make  more 
effectual  provisions  for 
regulating  the  police  of 
towns  and  populous 
places  in  Scotland,  and 
for  paving,  draining, 
cleansing,  lighting,  and 
improving  the  same. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
as  to  taking  the  poll  at 
elections  of  members 
to  serve  in  Parliament 
for  Scotland. 


An  Act  the  title  of  lohich 
begins  with  the  words 
"  An  Act  to  amend 
"an  Act,"  and  ends 
loith  the  laords  "  in 
"  county  elections  in 
"  that  country." 


The  whole  Act. 


Sections  one  and  two  ; 
section  five  from 
"  and  after  the  poll  " 
to  "  the  declaration  "; 
sections  six,  seven, 
eight,  twelve,  thirteen, 
and  fifreen. 


Sections  seven  to  eleven 
and  thirteen  to  twenty- 
six,  sections  twenty- 
nine  and  thirty,  so  far 
as  their  provisions  are 
inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Act, 
and  Schedules  (A.), 
(B.),  and  (C.) 


Sections  one  and  ten. 


The  whole  Act. 
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Session  anc 

Chapter. 

Title  of  Act. 

Extent  of  Repeal. 

•24  &  25  Vict,  c. 

83 

An  Act  to  amend  the  law 

Schedule  (D.)  annexed  to 

regarding     the     regis- 

the Act  from  the  words 

tration  of  county  voters 

"  and    that  I   am   pos- 

in  Scotland. 

"  sessed  "  to  the  end  of 
the  said  schedule. 

25  &  26  Vict. 

A  71  Act  the  title  of  lehich 

Sections  forty-six,  forty- 

c.  101. 

begins  with  the  icords 

seven,  and  fifty,  so  far 

"  An     Act     to     make 

as  their  provisions  aie 

"  more  effectual  provi- 

inconsistent    with    the 

"  sion  for  regulating  the 

provisions  of  this  Act. 

"  police,"     and     ends 

loitli  the  icords  "  and 

"  also    for     promoting 

"  the     public      health 

"  thereof." 

28  &  29  Vict.  c. 

92 

An   Act    to    shorten   tlie 
time  for  the  election  of 
members   for   the   Ayr 
district  of  Burghs. 

The  whole  Act. 

81  &  32  Vict,  c 

48 

An    Act  for  the   amend- 

Section twenty-four  from 

ment      of    the    repre- 

the words  "  and  in  the 

sentation  of  the  people 

"  case  of  a  poll   being 

in  Scotland. 

"  demanded  "  to  the 
words  "  the  said  sheriff 
"  of  the  county  of 
"  Peebles  ;"  and  sec- 
tionsforty-fourand  fifty- 
four  ;  and  section  fifty- 
nine  from  the  words 
"  oath  of  possession  " 
to  the  end  of  that 
section. 

31  &  32  Vict,  c 

58 

AyiAct  the  title  oftohich 
begins  ivith  the  loords 
"  An     Act    to    amend 
"  the  law   of  registra- 
"  tion,"  and  ends  with 
the  icords  "  other  pur- 
"  poses  relating  there- 

Section  thirteen. 

"  to." 
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SIXTH  SCHEDULE. 


Acts  relating  to  Ireland. 

A  description  or  citation  of  a  portion  of  an  Act  is  inclusive  of  the  words, 
section,  or  other  part  first  or  last  mentioned,  or  otherwise  referred 
to  as  forming  the  beginning  or  as  forming  the  end  of  the  portion 
comprised  in  the  description  or  citation. 

Acts  of  the  Pabliament  of  Ireland. 


Session  and 

Chapter. 

Title. 

Extent  of  Repeal. 

10  Hen.  7,  c.  22 

An    Act    confirming    all 

So    much    of  the    same 

the    statutes    made   in 

as  extends   to    Ireland 

England. 

the   provisions   of    the 
Acts  of  the  Parliament 
of  England  following  ; 
namely, — 7     Hen.     4, 
chapter  fifteen,  8  Hen. 
6,  chapter  seven,  fioin 
"  and  such  as  have  the 
"  greatest  number  "  to 
"  shall       lose        their 
"  wages,"     and     from 
''and   that     in     every 
'•'  writ  that  shall   here- 
"  after  go  forth  "  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter,  23 
Hen.  C,   chapter  four- 
teen. 

35  Geo.  3,  c.  29  - 

An  Act  for  regulating  the 

Section     three,     sections 

election     of    members 

five    to    thirteen,   sec- 

to serve  in  Parliament, 

tions  fifteen  to  eighteen, 

and  for  repealing  the 

section  twenty. 

several     Acts     therein 

mentioned. 
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Acts  op  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom. 


Session  and 
Chapter. 


1  Geo.  4,  c.  11 


9  Geo.  4,  c.  82 


4  Geo.  4,  c.  55 


2&3\Vill.4,c.  I 


Title. 


An  Act  for  the  better  re- 
gulation of  polls,  and 
for  making  further 
provision  touching  the 
election  of  members  to 
Parliament  for 
Ireland. 


An  Act  to  make  provi- 
sion for  the  lighting, 
cleansing,  and  watching 
of  cities,  towns,  cor- 
porations, and  market 
towns  in  Ireland  in 
certain  cases. 

An  Act  to  consolidate  and 
amend  the  several  Acts 
now  in  force,  so  far  as 
the  same  relate  to  the 
election  and  return  of 
members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  coun- 
ties of  cities  and  coun- 
ties of  towns  in  Ire- 
laud. 


An  Act  to  amend  the 
representation  of  the 
people  of  Ireland. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


Sections  two  and  three, 
section  five  from  the 
words  "  and  that 
"  such  sheriff"  to  the 
end  of  that  section, 
sections  six  to  twenty- 
one,  section  twenty- 
three,  section  forty-one 
and  forty-two. 

So  much  of  sections 
twelve  and  sixteen  as 
prescribes  the  mode  of 
election  of  commis- 
sioners. 


Section  thirty-three  from 
the  woids  "  and  that 
"  such  sheriffs  "  to  the 
end  of  that  section, 
sections  thirty-four  to 
to  forty-seven,  sections 
forty-nine  to  fifty-nine, 
sections  sixty  to  sixty- 
two,  sections  sixty-four 
and  sixty-five,  sections 
sixty-eight  to  seventy, 
seventy-two,  seventy- 
six,  and  seventy-seven. 

Section  thirty,  section 
forty-eight,  and  sec- 
tions forty-nine  to 
fifty-four. 
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3  &  4  Vict.  c.  108 


6  &  7  Vict,  c.  93 


9  &  lOVict,  C.19 


An  Act  for  the  regulation  of 
municipal  corporations 
in  Ireland. 


An  Act  to  amend  an  Act 
of  the  third  and  fourth 
yeai's  of  Her  prej^tnt 
Majesty  for  the  re^fula- 
tion  of  municipal  cor- 
porations in  Ireland. 

An  Act  to  amend  an  Act 
of  the  second  and  third 
years  of  His  late  Ma- 
jesty by  providing  ad- 
ditional booths  or  poll- 


Section  sixty-four  from 
the  words  "  by  deliver- 
"  ing  to  the  mayor  or 
"  barrister  "  to  the  end 
of  that  section,  and  so 
much  of  that  section  as 
relates  to  assessors  ; 
section  sixty-five  from 
"  and  shall  be  so  di- 
"  vided"  to  "poll  at 
"  each  compartment," 
"  and  from  "  in  case 
"  the  booths  "  to  "  at 
"each  place;"  the 
words  "  are  you  the 
" per.on  whose  name  is 
"  signed  as  A.B.  to 
"the  voting  paper  now 
"  delivered  in  by 
"  you,"  in  section 
sixl^-six;  section  sixty. 
eight  from  "  and  the 
"  mayor  shall  cause 
"  voting  papers "  to 
the  end  of  that  section, 
and  so  much  of  the 
rest  of  that  section  as 
relates  to  assessors  ; 
and  so  much  of  sec- 
tion seventy  as  relates 
to  ward  assessors. 

Section  twenty-three. 


The  whole  Act. 
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Session  and 
Chapter. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


9  &  10  Vict.  c.  19 

— continued. 


]3&14Vict.  c. 


13&I4Vict.c.69 


17   &  18  Vict, 
c.  102. 

17  &  18  Vict, 
c.  103. 


ing  places  at  elections 
in  Ireland  where  the 
number  of  electors 
whose  names  shall  be- 
gin with  the  same  letter 
of  the  alphabet  sliall 
exceed  a  certain  num- 
ber. 

An  Act  to  shorten  the 
duration  of  elections  in 
Ireland,  and  for  estab- 
lishinyadditional  places 
for  taking'  the  poll 
thereat. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  laws 
which  regulate  the 
qualification  and  regis- 
tration of  parliamentary 
voters  in  Ireland,  and 
to  alter  the  law  for 
rating  immediatelessors 
of  premises  to  the  poor 
rate  in  certain  boroughs. 

The  Corrupt  Practices 
Prevention  Act,  1854. 

The  Towns  Improvement 
(Ireland)  Act,  1854. 


Section  one,  section  three, 
section  four,  sections 
ten  to  fourteen,  so  much 
of  section  fifteen  as 
prescribes  the  interval 
between  the  election  and 
the  polling,  section  six- 
teen, section  nineteen 
from  "and  that  all  the 
"  deputies  "  to  "  at 
"  the  expense  of  the 
"  candidates,"  section 
twenty,  section  twenty- 
two. 

Sections  eighty  -  six, 

ninety  -  eight,  ninety- 
nine  ;  section  one  hun- 
dred ;  sections  one 
hundred  and  one  and 
one  hundred  and  two, 
sections  one  hundred 
and  four  and  one  hun- 
dred and  five. 

Section  eleven,  and 
Schedule  B. 

So  much  of  section 
twenty-four  as  incorpo- 
rates the  sections  of 
10  &  11  Vict.  c.  16, 
following ;  that  is  to 
say, — sections  twenty- 
three,  twenty-six,  and 
twenty-seven  ;  section 
twenty-eight  from  the 
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17&18Vict.c.l03 
— continued. 


25  &  26  Vict,  c.  62 


25  &  26  Vict,  c.  92. 


31  &  32  Vict.  c.  49 


31   &  32  Vict. 
c,  112. 


Au  Act  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  duration 
of  contested  elections 
for  counties  in  Ireland, 
and  for  establishing 
additional  places  for 
taking  the  poll  thereat. 

An  Act  to  limit  the  time 
for  proceeding  to  elec- 
tions in  counties  and 
boroughs  in  Ireland. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  re- 
presentation of  the 
people  in  Ireland. 


An  Act  to  amend  the 
law  of  registration  in 
Ireland. 


Extent  of  Repeal. 


words  "  and  shall  be 
"  conducted  in  manner 
"  following  "  to  "  care- 
"  fully  pieserved  by  the 
"presiding  officer, 

"and,"  and  the  ques- 
tion numbered  I.,  sec- 
tion thirty  from  "  the 
"  returnins  officer  "  to 
"each  person  and," 
and  section  thirty-one, 
and  so  much  of  any 
Act  as  incorporates  the 
part  of  tlie  said  section 
twenty-four  hereby  re- 
pealed. 
Part  of  section  four, 
namely,  so  much  as 
prescribes  the  interval 
between  the  day  fixed 
for  the  election  and  the 
polling ;  section  five, 
sections  eight  to  ten. 

Section  one,  and  section 
two  from  the  words 
"  and  in  every  city  or 
•'  town  "  to  the  end  of 
that  section. 

Section  twelve  from 
the  words  "  several 
"  boroughs "  to  the 
word  "  Cork,"  and  the 
words  "  and  county  of 
"  the  city  of  Limerick." 

Sections  four  to  thirty  ; 
section  thirty-eight. 


Days  for  Elections.  03 


TABLE  OF   DAYS 

For  Nomination  and  taking  the  Poll  at  Parliamentary  Elections  in 
Counties,  District  Boroughs  and  Boroughs,  with  reference  to  Rules 
1  and  2,  ante,  pp.  39,  40,  and  Rule  14,  ante,  p.  44. 


1.   Counties. 
The  Writ  having  been  received,  say,  on  the  1st  day  of  the  month. 

The  Notice  must  be  given  either  on  the  1st,  2nd,  or  3rd  day  of  the 

month. 
The  Nomination  must  be  made, 

if  notice  has  been  given  on  1  st,  not  earlier  than  5th,  nor  later  than  10th. 
2nd  „  6th  „  10th. 

3rd  „  7th  „  10th. 

The  Poll  must  be  taken, 

if  nomination  has  been  on  5th,  not  earlier  than  8th,  nor  later  than  12tb. 

„  6th  „  9th  „  13th. 

„  7th  „  10th  „  14th. 

8th  „  11th  „  15th. 

„  9th  „  12th  „  16th. 

10th  „  13th  „  17th. 


2.  District  Boroughs. 
The  Writ  having  been  received,  say,  on  the  1st  day  of  the  month. 
The  Notice  must  be  given  on  the  1st  or  2nd  day  of  the  month. 
The  Nomination  must  be  made, 

if  notice  has  been  given  on  1st,  not  earlier  than  5th,  nor  later  than  10th. 
„  2nd  „  6th  „  10th. 

The  Poll  must  be  taken, 

if  nomination  has  been  on  5th,  not  earlier  than  8th,  nor  later  than  12th. 
„  6th  „  9th  „  13th. 

„  7th  „  10th  „  14th. 

„  8th  „  11th  „  15th. 

„  9th  „  12th  „  16th. 

10th  „  13th  „  17th. 


Di  Days  for  Elections. 

3.   Boroughs. 

The  AVrit  having  been  received,  say,  on  the  1st  day  of  the  month, 

The  Notice  must  be  given  either  on  the  1st  or  2nd  day  of  the  montli. 

The  Nomination  must  be  made, 

if  notice  has  been  given  on  1st,  not  earlier  than  4th,  nor  later  than  5th. 
,,  2nd  „  5th  „  5th. 

The  Poll  must  be  taken, 

If  nomination  has  been  on  4th,  not  eai-lierthan  6th,  nor  later  than  8th. 
„  5th  ,,  6th  „  9th. 

***  If  any  of  the  above-mentioned  days  should  fall  upon  a  Sunday, 
Christmas  Day,  Gnod  Friday,  or  on  any  day  set  apart  for  a  public 
fast  or  public  thanksgiving,  such  day  shall  be  excluded  in  reckon- 
ing time  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act ;  and  an  act  to  be  done  on 
any  day  which  falls  on  any  of  those  days  niny  be  done  on  the  next 
day,  unless  it  be  one  of  the  days  excluded  as  above-mentioned  ; 
see  rule  56,  ante,  p.  59. 
Witli  regard  to  the  last  possible  days  for  taking  the  poll,  in  the 
foregoing  table,  see,  however,  the  note  to  rule  14,  ante,  p.  44. 


INDEX. 


Acts,  repeal  of,  38  ;  relating  to  England,  74 ;  to  Scotland,  83  ; 

to  Ireland,  88. 
Address  of  agent  to  bo  transmitted  to  returning  ofHcer,  US. 
Adjournment  of  election  for  taking  a  poll,  2. 
Administration  of  oath  by  presiding  officer,  14. 
Agents,  how  in  the  ease  of  municipal  elections,  26. 
voting  at  election,  how  in  such  case,  33. 
appointment  of,  51,  58;   pei'sons  disqualified  to  be 

appointed,  57. 
right  of,  to  inspect  report  of  returning  officer  to  Clerk 
of  the  down  in  Chancery  of  ballot  papers  rejected, 
52. 
candidate  may  himself  discharge  duties  of,  58 ;  or 
assist  agent,  58  ;  name  and  addi'ess  of,  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  returning  officer,  58. 
how  if  he  become  incapacitated,  or  dies  during  elec- 
tion, 58 ;  declaration  of  secrecy  to  be  made  by,  58 ; 
non-attendance  of,  how  in  such  case,  59. 
of  candidates,  meaning  of,  60. 
Application  of  Act,  37;  to  Scotland,  17,  27,  33,  61,  64;  to 

Ireland,  18,  27,  62,  66. 
Appointment  of  agents  by  candidates,  51,  58. 
of  deputy  returning  officer,  13. 
of  persons  to  assist  in  counting  votes,  57. 
Assessors,  abolition  of  ward,  27. 
Attendance  of  candidate  and  others  at  election,  42. 

Ballot,  votes  at  poll  to  be  taken  by,  4  ;  how  to  be  taken,  4, 

Ballot  Act,  short  title  of,  38. 

Ballot  box,  iiow  ballot  paper  shall  be  placed  in,  4. 

penalty  for  dealing  with,  without  due  authority,  6. 

sealing  of,  on  close  of  poll,  6 ;  opening  of,  after 
close  of  poll,  5. 
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Ballot  box,  who  to  provide,  13 ;  use  of,  for  parliamentary 
elections,  and  vice  versd,  15. 
how   to  be   constructed,   46 ;  duty   of  presiding 

otficer  with  regard  to,  46. 
opening  of,  before  counting  votes,  51. 
Ballot  paper  account,  51. 

form  of  it,  4j  how  to  be  marked,  4j  when  to  be 

void,  5. 
penalty  for  forging,  defacing,  or  destroying,  6 ; 

other  offences  with  regard  to,  6. 
who  have  a  right  to  demand  and  receive,  12; 

who  to  provide,  13. 
right  to  insertion  of  name  of  candidate  in,  43  ; 
what  it  shall  contain,  and  the  form  of  it,  46  ; 
to  be  capable  of  being  folded  up,  46 ; 
under  what  circumstances  another  may  be  ob- 
tained, 49. 
when  official  mark  is  to  be  placed  on,  47 ;  how 

to  be  filled  up  by  elector,  47. 
verification  of,  62. 
inspection  or  production  of,  54,  55. 
form  of,  70 ;  form  of  back  of  paper,  70 ;  direc- 
tions to  be  printed  on,  71  ;  directions  to  voters, 
71. 
Blindness,  how  if  voter  be  incapacitated  from  voting  by,  47. 
Borough  election,  notice  of,  39 ;  day  of,  40. 

writ  for,  66  ;  direction  of,  66;  endorsement, 
66;  certificate,  67. 
Boroughs,  division  of,  into  polling  districts,  8. 
Bribery,  votes  to  be  struck  off  for,  33. 
Burgess  roll,  register  of  voters  to  mean,  63. 


Candidate,  nomination  of,  1,  41  ;  withdrawal  of,  2,  43. 

description  of,  41 ;  attendance  of,  at  election,  42 ; 
publication  of  names,  &c.,  of,  43. 

now  in  case  of  death  of,  3. 

appointment  of  agents  by,  51. 

disqualification  of,  when  found  guilty  of  persona- 
tion, 32. 
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Candidates'  duties  at  the  election  which  they  may  undertake, 
58. 
elected,  public  notice  of  to  be  given,  57. 
how  list  of  to  be  inserted  in  ballot  paper,  46. 
Casting  vote,  when    returning    officer   at   an   election  may 

give,  6. 
Certificate  of  election,  56;   maybe  transmitted  through  the 

post,  56. 
Christmas  Day  excluded  in  reckoning  time,  59. 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery, — 

return,  &c.,  of  candidates  elected,  2,  5 ;  documents  to 
be  forwarded  to,  by  returning  officer  after  election, 
53  ;  duty  of,  as  to  retention  of  the  same,  54 ;  when 
he  shall  cause  them  to  be  destroyed,  54;  inspection 
of  them  whilst  in  his  custody,  54. 
inspection  of  documents  in  custody  of,  55. 
report  to,  of  ballot  papers  rejected,  52;  of  result  of 
verification  of  votes,  53. 
Clerk  of  peace,  duty  of,  with  regard  to  register  of  voters,  11. 
Clerks   employed  by   candidate,  how  if  they   vote   at  elec- 
tion, 33. 
Close  of  poll,  duty  of  presiding  officer  at,  50. 

sealing  of  ballot  boxes  on,  5. 
Corrupt  practice,  personation  deemed  to  be,  32. 
Conclusiveness  of  register  of  voters,  12. 
Construction  of  Act,  16,  34. 

of  ballot  box,  46. 
Contested  election,  notice  of,  42. 

Copies  of  register  of  voters,  who  to  provide,   13;  to  be  pro- 
vided at  polling  stations,  46. 
Counterfoils  of  ballot  papers,  50. 

Countermand  of  notice  of  poll  in  case  of  death  of  candidate,  3. 
Counties,  division  of,  into  polling  districts,  8. 
Counting  votes,  51. 

County  court,  jurisdiction  of,  with  regard  to  municipal  elec- 
tions, 63. 
County  election,  notice  of,  39  ;  day  of,  40. 

writ  for,  66 ;    direction   of,   66 ;    endorse- 
ment, 66. 
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Day  of  election  for  county,  40  ;  for  borough,  40. 
Death  of  agent  during  election,  58. 

of  candidate,  how  iu  such  case,  5. 
Decision  of  returning  officer,  finality  of,  5. 
Declaration  of  election  when  there  is  no  poll,  2. 
of  result  of  poll,  5. 
of  voter  being  unable  to  read,  47. 
of  inability  to  read,  form  of,  72. 
of  secrecy,  by  whom  to  be  made,  58 ;  form  of,  72, 
Defacing  nomination  paper,  penalty,  G  ;  ballot  paper,  6. 
Definition  of  local  authority,  9. 

of  personation,  29. 
Deputy  returning  officer,  appointment  of,  13. 
Description  of  candidates  in  nomination  paper,  41 ;  objections 

to,  when,  41. 
Direction  of  writ  for  parliamentary  election,  G6;   of  certifi- 
cate, 67. 
Directions  as  to  printing  ballot  paper,  71  ;  for  guidance  of 

voter,  71. 
Disclosure  of  vote,  prohibition  against,  15. 
Disqualification  for  appointment  to  assist  at  elections,  67. 

of  candidates  found  guilty  of  personation,  32. 
District  borough,  meaning  of,  59;  list  of,  CO. 

polling  stations  for,  45. 
Division  of  counties  and  boroughs  into  polling  districts,  8. 
Duties  of  returning  and  election  officers,  12. 


Election,  notice  of,  to  be  given  by  returning  officer,  57. 
officers,  duties  of,  12. 

transmission  of  certificate  of,  through  the  post,  56. 
when  not  to  be  declared  invalid  for  non-compliance 
with    rules,    15 ;     punishment    for    personation 
at,  29. 
writ  and  return,  transmission  of  through  the  post  to 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery,  56. 
Elections  for  universities,  saving  as  to,  38. 
procedure  at,  1. 
offences  at,  6;  penalty  for  infringement  of  secrecy 
at,  7. 
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Elections,  notice  of,  for  counties,  39;  for  boroughs,  39 ;  day 
of,  40 ;  place  of,  40 ;  rooms  for,  where  to  be  situated, 
40;  time  for,  41;  attendance  of  candidates  and 
others  at,  42;  notice  of,  when  contested,  42;  time 
for  taking  poll  at,  44;  how  elector  shall  fill  up 
and  deposit  his  ballot  paper,  47. 

Elector,  how  to  fill  up  and  deposit  his  ballot  paper,  47. 

Endorsement  of  writ  for  parliamentary  election,  G6;  certifi- 
cate of  election,  67. 

Equality  of  votes,  how  in  such  case,  6, 

Evidence  of  documents,  55. 

Expenses  of  returning  officer,  13;  at  a  municipal  election,  26. 

Finality  of  decision  of  returning  officer,  5. 
Forging  ballot  paper,  penalty,  6. 

nomination  paper,  penalty,  6, 
Form   of  nomination   paper    to    be   supplied    by  returning 

officer,  41. 
Fraudulently  destroying  nomination  paper,  penally,  6. 

Good  Friday  excluded  in  reckoning  time,  59. 

House  of  Commons,  order  of,  for  inspection  of  ballot 
papers,  54,  55. 

Identification  of  candidates,  41. 

Inability  of  voter  to  read,  how  in  such  case,  47  ;    form   of 

statutory  declaration,  as  to,  72. 
Incapacity  of  voter  from  blindness  or  other  physical  cause,  how 

to  vote  in  such  case,  47. 
Indictment  for  offences  at  elections,  how  laid,  7. 
Infringement  of  secrecy  at  elections,  penalty,  7. 
Inspection  of  ballot  papers  in  custody  of  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery,  51.,  55. 
of  documents   relating   to   election  in  custody  of 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery,  55. 
Ireland,  application  of  Act  to,  18,  28,  62,  65. 

Jews,  how  they  may  vote  if  the  poll  be  taken  on  a  Saturday,  47. 
f2 
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Liability  of  officers  for  misconduct,  14. 
List  of  district  borouglis,  60. 

of  municipal  boroughs,  34. 
Local  authorities,  duty  of,  with  regard  to  division  of  counties 

and  boroughs  into  polling  districts,  8  ;  definition  of,  9. 

Marking  of  ballot  paper  with  official  mark,  47. 

Mayor,  to  mean  returning  officer  at  municipal  elections,  25 

duty  of,  26. 
Messengers    employed  by   candidate,    how   if    they   vote   at 

election,  33. 
Misconduct  at  polling  station,  authority  of  presiding  officer  in 

such  case,  13  ;  liability  of  officers  for,  14. 
Mode  of  voting  at  polling  stations,  not  ce  of,  45. 
Modification  of  Act  to  Scotland,  61  ;  to  Ireland,  62,  65. 
Municipal  ballot  boxes  and  use  of  for  parliamentary  elec- 
tions, 15. 
Municipal  borough,  definition  of,  34  ;  list  of,  34. 
Municipal  Corporation  Acts,  definition  of,  35. 
Municipal  elections,  application  of  Act  to,  25,  37. 
meaning  of,  37. 

poll  at,  25 ;  how  as  to  expenses,  agents, 
&c.,  20;  when  there  is  no  contest,  to 
be  conducted  as  heretofore,  27 ;  to  be 
held  before  mayor,  &c.,  27;  punish- 
ment for  personation  at,  29. 
rules  for,  63;  jurisdiction  of  county  court 
with  regard  to,  63;  form  of  nomination 
paper,  69. 

Name  of  agent  to  be  transmitted  to  returning  officer,  58. 
Nomination  of  candidates,  1,41. 

Nomination  paper,  form  of,  to  be  supplied  by  returning  officer, 

41  ;  delivery  of,  to  returning  officer,  42. 

in  parliamentary  elections,  form  of,  68;  in 

municipal  elections,  69. 
validity  of  objection    to    be   decided   by 

returning  officer,  44. 
penalty  for  forging  or  fraudulently  destroy- 
ing, 6;  who  to  provide,  12. 
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Non-attendance  of  agents,  how  in  such  case,  59. 
Non-compliance  with  rules,  when  not  to  invalidate  election, 

15. 
Notice  of  county  election,  39  ;  of  borough  election,  39 ;  trans- 
mission of  by  post,  39. 
of  contested  election,  42 ;  of  day  of  taking  poll,  42. 
of  parliamentary  election,  form  of,  67. 
of  polling  stations,  45;  and  of  mode  of  voting,  45. 
of  result  of  election  to  be  given  by  returning  officer,  57  ; 
and    of   number    of   votes  given,  57;    how  to   be 
given,  57. 
of  time  of  counting  of  votes  to  be  given  by  returning 

officer,  51. 
of  withdrawal  of  candidate,  43. 
how  they  may  be  sent  to  agent  of  candidate,  58. 


Oath,  administration  of,  by  presiding  officer,  14. 
Objection  to  description   of   candidate  in   nomination  paper, 
41;    time    for,  44;    returning    officer  to   decide  validity 
of,  44. 
Offences  at  elections,  6. 
Official  mark  on  ballot  paper,  4,  46,  47. 

penalty  for  forging  or  defacing,  6. 
on  ballot  paper  to  be  kept  secret,  46  ;  when  to 
be  placed  on  ballot  paper,  47. 
Opening  of  ballot  boxes  after  close  of  poll,  5. 
Order  at  polling  stations,  preservation  of,  13. 

of  House  of  Commons  for  inspection  of  ballot  boxes, 
55. 


Parliamentary  ballot  boxes,   &c.,  use  of  for  municipal  elec- 
tions, 15. 
election,  application  of  Act  to,  37. 

form  of  notice  of,  67  ;  form  of  nomina- 
tion paper,  68. 
writ  for,  66;    direction  of,  66;    en- 
dorsement, 66. 
punishment  for  personation  at,  29. 
rules  for,  39. 

f3 
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Personation,  definition  of,  29  j  punishment  of,  29. 

deemed  to  be  a  corrupt  practicej  32 ;   how  in 
Scotland,  33. 
Place  of  election,  40. 
Poll,  when  to  be  taken,  2. 

countermand  of,  in  case  of  death  of  candidate,  3, 

TOtes  at,  to  be  taken  by  ballot,  4 ;  result  of,  how  to  be 

ascertained,  6 ;  declaration  of,  5. 
at  municipal  elections,  25. 
at  contested  elections,  notice  of,  42. 
how  to  be  taken,  44  ;  time  for,  44. 
close  of,  duty  of  presiding  officer  at,  50. 
Polling  booth  to  include  polling  station,  16. 

districts,  division  of  counties  and  boroughs  into,  8,  9 
place,  meaning  of,  60. 

distance  of,  from  electors,  8. 
station,  returning  officer  may  preside  at,  57. 
stations  to  be  provided,  45  ;  how  to  be  furnished,  45 ; 
voting   at  allotted,  45;    notice  of  situation 
of,  45 ;  materials  for  voters  to  be  provided 
at,  46 ;  also  copies  of  register  of  voters,  46 ; 
appointment  of  presiding  officer  at,  46. 
stations,  who  to  provide,  12;    preservation  of  order 
in,  13. 
how  elector  shall  vote  at,  47. 
Post,  transmission  of  notice  of  election  by,  39. 

of  election  through,  56 ;  of  notices  to  agent 
of  candidate,  58. 
Postal  telegraph  offices,  notices  of  contested  elections  in  coun- 
ties to  be  transmitted  to,  43. 
Postmaster,  notice  as  to  contested  election  to  be  given  to,  42 ; 

his  duty  in  such  case,  43. 
Presiding  officei",  appointment  of,  at  polling  station,  46;  his 
authority  and  duties,  46;   with  regard  to 
the  ballot  box,  46. 
duty  of,  at  close  of  poll,  50. 
his  authority  to  preserve  order  at  polling 
station,  13;  his  powers  generally,  14;  to 
administer  oath,  14;  liability  of,  for  mis- 
conduct, 14. 
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Presiding  officer,  returning  officer  may  act  as,  57 ;  extent  of 

his  autliority,  67. 
Proceedings  at  election,  attendance  of  candidates  and  others 

at,  42. 
Procedure  at  elections,  1. 
Prohibition  against  disclosure  of  vote,  15. 
Property  in  nomination  papers,  &c.,  how  laid  in  indictment,  7. 
Proposer,  withdrawal  of  candidate  by,  2. 
Public  notices,  how  to  be  given,  57. 
Publication  of  notice  of  persons  nominated,  43. 
Punishment  of  personation,  29. 


.Register  of  voters,  conclusiveness  of,  12. 

copies  of,  to   be   provided   at  polling  sta- 
tions, 4G. 
when  to  mean  burgess  roll,  63. 
who  to  provide  copies  of,  13. 
Kegistration  Acts  applied,  73. 

Rejected  ballot  papers,  52 ;  report  to  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery  as  to,  52, 
inspection  of,  54. 
Removal  of  disorderly  persons  from  polling  station,  13. 
Repeal  of  Acts,  38;  as  to  England,  74;  to  Scotland,  83;  to 

Ireland,  88. 
Report  of  returning  officer  to  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery 
of  ballot  papers  rejected,  52;  of  verification  of  ballot 
papers,  53. 
Result  of  poll,  how  to  be  ascertained,  5. 

Return  of  candidates  elected  to   Clerk  of  Crown  in  Chan- 
cery, 2,  5. 
how  to  be  made,  56. 
Returning  offier,  duty  of,  with  regard  to  nominations,  2 ;  to 
take  charge  of  ballot  boxes  on  close  of  poll, 
5 ;   opening  of  boxes  by,  5 ;   finality  of 
decision  of,  5. 
when  he  may  give  a  casting  vote,  6 ;  not 

entitled  to  vote  otherwise,  6. 
what  rooms   he   may  use   for  taking  po 
in,  11. 
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Returning  officer,  duties  of,  12. 

what  he  shall  provide  for  purposes  of  elec- 
tion,  12  J   his  expenses,   13;  how,  when 
sheriff  is  returning  officer  for  more  than 
one  county,  13. 
liability  of,  for  misconduct,  14. 
meaning  of,  at   a  municipal  election,  23; 

not  to  give  casting  vote,  26. 
to  decide  validity  of  objection  to  nomination 

paper,  44. 
papers  and  packets  to  be  delivered  to,  at 
close  of  poll,  50;  counting  of  votes  by,  51. 
documents  to  be  forwarded  by,  after  election, 

to  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery,  .53, 
to  give  public  notice  of  candidates  elected, 
57 ;  may  preside  at  polling  station,  57  ; 
may  appoint  persons  to  assist  in  counting 
votes,  57  ;  declaration  of  secrecy  to  be 
made  by,  68. 
Rooms  for  election,  where  to  be  situated,  40. 

in  schools,  in  what  cases  they  may  be  used  for  taking 
poll,  11  ;  other  rooms,  12;  in  unoccupied  houses, 
12;  not  rateable  in  such  case,  12. 
Rules  for  municipal  elections,  63. 
Rules  for  parliamentary  elections,  39. 

when   non-compliance    with   not  to    invalidate   elec- 
tion, 15. 

Schools,  in  what   cases    rooms  in  may  be  used  for  taking 

poll,  11. 
Scotland,  application  of  Act  to,  17,  27,  33,  61. 
Scrutiny,  what  votes  shall   be   struck  out  on,   for  bribery, 

&c.,  33. 
Seal  of  presiding  officer  to  be  placed  on  ballot  box,  46. 
Sealing  of  ballot  box  on  close  of  poll,  5. 
Secrecy  at  elections,  penalty  for  infi'ingement  of,  7. 
of  ballot  paper,  4. 

declaration  of,  by  whom  to  be  made,  58;  form  of,  72 
Sheriff,  how,  when  he  is  returning  officer  for  more  than  one 
coimty,  13. 
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Short  title  of  Ballot  Act,  38. 

Spoilt  ballot  papers,  50. 

Stamping  instruments,  who  to  provide,  13. 

Statutory  declaration  of  secrecy,  58;  form  of,  72. 

Sundays  excluded  in  reckoning  time,  59. 


Telegraph,   postmaster  to    transmit  notices  as  to  contested 

elections  by,  43. 
Tendered  ballot  paper,  49. 

Thanksgiving  days  excluded  in  reckoning  time,  59. 
Time  for  elections,  41 ;  for  poll,  44. 

how  to  be  reckoned,  59. 
Title  of  Ballot  Act,  38. 

Town  clerk,  duty  of,  with  regard  to  register  of  voters,  11. 
Treating,  votes  to  be  struck  off  for,  33. 


Unable  to  read,  how  if  voter  be,  47 ;  form  of  declaration  as 

to,  72. 
Under  sheriff,  his  powers  as  returning  officer,  13. 
Undue  influence,  votes  to  be  struck  off  for,  33. 
Universities,  saving  as  to  elections  for,  38. 
Unused  ballot  papers,  50. 

Validity  of  objection  to  nomination  paper,  returning  officer 

to  decide,  44. 
Verification  of  ballot  papers,  52. 
Void  ballot  paper,  when,  5. 

Voter,  how,  if  he  appears   by  the  register  to  have  already 
voted, 48, 
how  to  mark  ballot  paper,  4. 

incapacity  of,  from  blindness  or  other  physical  cause, 
how  to  vote  in  such  case,  47  ;  how,  if  a  Jew,  47  ; 
how,  if  unable  to  read,  47. 
to  be  screened  from  observation  when  voting,  45. 
Vote,  prohibition  against  disclosure  of,  15. 

who  have  a  right  to,  12, 
Votes,  counting  of,  51. 

how  in  case  of  equality  of,  6. 
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Votes,  to  be  struck  off  for  bribery,  &c.,  33 ;  of  agents,  &c., 
likewise,  33. 
to  be  taken  by  ballot,  4 ;  how,  4, 
Voting  at  allotted  polling  stations,  45  ;  notice  of  mode  of,  45 ; 
how  elector   shall    fill   up  and   deposit  his    ballot 
paper,  47. 
at  elections,  penalty  for  infringement  of  secrecy  at,  7. 

Ward  assessors,  abolition  of,  27. 
Withdrawal  of  candidates,  2  ;  notice  of,  43. 
Writ  for  a  county  or  borough  parliamentary  election,  66. 
direction  of,  66  ;  endorsement,  66 ;  certificate,  67. 
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